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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

"Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously". (II Cor. vs. 9:6) 
 

One of the healing moments as we begin a New year for me is a sense that I 
am laying down another year. The old year is now closed. We look forward 
to what the New Year will offer us. 
 

For the first time as we approach the end of 2016 there is a growing sense 
that the seeds planted in 2016 are going to have a long lasting effect well 
beyond 2016. 
 

As I write this the papers are all full of headlines regarding the fall of Aleppo 
which has been described as a "melt down of humanity". Trying to find some 
silver lining is very difficult because all that will happen is that the surviving 
fighters will take the battle to another theatre of war. 
 

Debates around Brexit rumble long and deep. There seems to a nuanced 
development. It was mentioned that the argument just can't be about 
economic matters. For some the EU was a political and emotional exercise. 
Twenty five years since the collapse of the USSR, Russians are turning to the 
Orthodox Church as they try to discern their role and identity in the modern 
world. 
 

We were told that the seeds sown by the Kremlin were to birth an atheistic 
State. Seems odd that the Orthodox Church is growing in political power 
today. We see Russia playing a key role in the war in Syria which seems to 
be an ideological and theological conflict between Sunni and Shiite Muslims. 
Lurking behind of all of this is Iran and Saudi Arabia.  
 

We are called to sow generously. We are called to pray and to serve 
sacrificially. 2017 might be a year where people of faith will need to take a 
courageous stand. 
 

Wishing you all a Happy New Year. 
 

May we all walk faithfully with God. 
 

Reverend John Gordon.        
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
First of all, we’d like to wish a Happy New Year to everyone at Christ Church. 
 
The turn of a new year is a traditional time for taking stock and looking ahead.  
 
During 2016, we moved forwards in some areas, and fallen back in others, in our 
efforts to grow the church and give its Christian witness a higher profile in the local 
community.  
 
On the plus side, several initiatives seem to be working well. 
 
Christ Church Tots continues to be a highly valued by parents, carers and pre-school 
children with its Friday morning sessions. Our Messy Church sessions, held in school 
holidays and half term, and the annual Holiday Club at the start of the school holidays 
in late July, attract large numbers of families to the church. All of these activities help 
us reach a wider audience than with traditional Sunday worship. 
 
After a false start in the spring, we now have a Food Bank based at Christ Church and 
we will be working in partnership with them to establish it as a strong support for 
local families who are struggling in the current economic climate.  This is another 
way in which we can bring more people through our doors and show practical 
Christian help for people in need. 
 
The Thinktank continues to draw people to the church with its regular programme of 
challenging talks on contemporary religion and society and speakers of a consistently 
high calibre. 
 
The celebrations to mark the 200th anniversary of the foundation of the Tabernacle 
showed that the church still has the energy, and sense of mission from its long 
history, to make its mark on life in Lewes. It was a very enjoyable programme of 
events and it was wonderful to see so many old friends again. There is more on this 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
All of this reflects well on the talent and energy still available to the church. 
However, despite all these positive initiatives in 2016, the reality is that we are a 
shrinking and ageing congregation with fewer active people to maintain the church 
and pursue its mission.  
 
 
Relocations to other areas meant that we have lost five of our most active members 
(Robert, Eleanor, Anna, Pam and Geoffrey) who contributed a huge amount to the 
life of the church over many years. This represents more than 10% of our regular 
Sunday congregation and much more than that in terms of the capacity we have to do 
things. We are also finding that many of us are reaching an age where we cannot do 
as much as we did before.  
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It has been encouraging to see some new faces in church and we hope to nurture 
them towards eventual church membership but, for now, we have to consider how 
best to adjust the church’s activities to our reduced capacity, whilst still looking for 
ways to “turn things around”.  
 
The unsuccessful attempts to recruit a “Children and Families Worker”, through two 
rounds of recruitment, was a setback, but may be telling us to re-think our way 
forward  and look at other ways of developing the work of the church. 
 
With all these points in mind, Church Council has been reviewing the church’s 
priorities and looking at how we translate them into an action plan for 2017. Church 
Council strongly feels that we cannot simply “go on as we are”, as that way only 
continues our steady decline in numbers. We need to recognise that the traditional 
Sunday worship we offer will never be attractive for many people and, therefore, we 
need to offer something different, which fits in with the way families live today. 
  
Church Council has agreed that the best way forward is a monthly “Messy Church”, 
starting earlier (9 am) on a Sunday morning with breakfast, activities and finishing 
with a short worship session. This will start on 22 January 2017, and will initially be 
for a six month period, after which we assess how it is working. It will replace our 
usual Fourth Sunday morning service, so there will no longer be a 10:30 am service 
on fourth Sundays. We hope that many members of our normal Sunday morning 
congregation will join in this venture, as it will be our Sunday worship on the day. 
Transport will be provided as for our regular services. 
 
Our existing Messy Church services on the Fridays of school holidays will continue. 
  
We appreciate that change can be difficult, but feel that the church has to adapt and 
experiment if it is to grow and prosper in its next 200 years. 
 
Neil Fisher, Church Secretary 
Lindsay Frost, Administrative Secretary  

Day of Prayer for the future of Christ Church 
 
Wednesday 22 January 9 am to 9 pm 
As mentioned in the Secretaries’ Notes, following our setbacks last year in 
appointing a Children and Family worker and the drop in our numbers due to people 
moving away, and the ensuing discussions at Church Council and Congregational 
meetings, we feel that we are in need of guidance as to the way forward for Christ 
Church over the coming years.  
As part of this process, we will be holding a Day of Prayer on Wednesday 22 
January, from  9 am to 9 pm, to underpin our current activities and to discern how 
we should move forward. 
The church will be manned from 9 am to 9 pm, for silent prayer,  and with prayer led 
by members of Church Council on the hour. 
Prayer underpins so much of what we do, and we hope that as many members of the 
congregation as possible will join us at some point during the day. Transport can be 

arranged if needed. 
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CHRIST CHURCH CELEBRATES 200th ANNIVERSARY 
 
Christ Church has been celebrating the 200th anniversary of the foundation 
of one of our predecessor churches, the Tabernacle in Lewes High Street, 
with a varied programme of events over the last three months. 
 
The celebrations began with a "Songs of Praise” event on Sunday October 2 
which was also attended by many friends from Churches Together in Lewes, 
who chose hymns and prayers giving us different perspectives from the 
various strands of Christianity in the town. 
 
Christ Church Choir led a special Sunday evening service on Sunday 
November 6, exactly 200 years after the foundation of the Tabernacle on 
November 6 1816.  
 
A special Thinktank meeting on November 23 saw Brenda and Norman 
Vance talk about the role of the Tabernacle congregation, and its successor 
Congregational Churches, in the life of Lewes over the last 200 years. The 
congregations’ influence rippled out in many different and unexpected 
directions, affecting not only the religious - but also the social, economic and 
political - life of Lewes .This was one of the best, and best attended, of our 
Thinktank sessions.  
 
The centrepiece of our celebrations was the weekend of 26 / 27 November. 
The celebration dinner on Saturday night was attended by 55 people. 
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It was wonderful to see so many old friends 
again, including several former ministers. We 
started with drinks before sitting down for a 4
-course dinner. A beautifully baked 
celebration cake which was cut by our longest 
standing members, Daphne Pattenden and 
Marjorie Tory, rounded off the meal. We then 
went into the church to see a film showing 
the services before and after removal of the 
church pews in 1996, along with all the hard 
work in between. Strangely, everyone in the 
film looked younger...... 
 
We were back in church on Sunday morning 

for a special service to mark the 200th anniversary. This was ably led by John 
Gordon, with the sermon preached by Alan Yates, Lay Moderator of the 
United Reformed Church. The Mayor and Mayoress of Lewes, and Maria 
Caulfield MP, were present at the service, and stayed behind to talk to the 
congregation over coffee and another portion of cake . 
 
During the celebrations, the church featured an excellent exhibition on the 
history of the church featuring documents, photographs and artefacts from the 
last 200 years. We also have a photographic collage featuring 200 people 
associated with the life of the church over this period. Thanks to Alan Pett 
and Gwyneth Watkinson for all their hard work in putting together these 
displays.  
 
Thanks to everyone involved in making our 200th anniversary celebrations 
both enjoyable and a reaffirmation of the faith that has sustained the church 
over two centuries 
 
Lindsay Frost   

CHRISTIAN AID  
 
The annual Advent Hope service at Lancing College Chapel raised £3916.21 
for Christian Aid . This is a candlelit service at the start of Advent in one of 
the most beautiful churches in Sussex. Tickets are available free to members 
of local churches across Sussex, including Christ Church. 
 
Christian Aid Week in 2017 will be 14-20 May and we will again be raising 
money with house-to-house collections in the local area  
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VIRTUAL DOCTORS UPDATE 
 
We are thrilled to have been chosen for support by Christ 
Church Lewes this year. We are very grateful for the group’s 
support for our telemedicine work in Zambia.  
 
Since the June 2016 introduction of 5 inch Smartphones to replace 8-inch computer 
tablets in the field, the lower cost of each device (£200) has allowed us to make the 
donation go further than expected.  
 
Christ Church’s donation of £2,000 supported the expansion of the Virtual Doctors 
into 8 rural health centres and one district hospital in two Districts of Zambia, Kafue 
District in Lusaka Province and Kazungula District in Southern Province on the 
border of Botswana and Zimbabwe. Two more sites are being assessed: one in 
Chilanga District and another in Chongwe District, which will benefit from the 
remaining £400 to pay for two more devices. 
 
Sites were chosen by size of their population catchment areas and proximity within 
the mobile phone network as it is key to accessing internet and send patient files.   
 
Health Facilities Overview: 
Some sites are clinics with one health worker (Clinical Officer) only; others are 
within busy hospitals District Hospitals, which act as the main referral centres of 
health centres in each District in Zambia. Our service has been welcomed there to 
support Clinical Officers brought in to address a shortage of doctors. 
 
Below are profiles of some of the health facilities that have benefitted from Christ 
Church’s support: 
 
Chanyanya Rural Health Centre (RHC): Located by the Kafue r iver  in an area 
highly prone to malaria and cholera. 
Clinical Officer: Mathews Lungu. Mathews has been a Clinical Officer for 3 years; 
Chanyanya, a very rural based clinic, is his first posting. 
Population catchment area for Chanyanya RHC: 12,000 people. 

 
  

Chanyanya Rural Health Centre, Kafue District 
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Clinical Officer Mathews Lungu 
using Virtual Doctor device with 
patient 
 
 
 
 
Chikupi Rural Health Centre: 
Chikupi hosts a small maternal 
ward and in-patient service.  

Clinical Officer: Grader Sialwindi, who has been a clinical officer for 20 years and is 
highly respected in his community. 
Population catchment Area for Chikupi RHC: 7,000 people 

 
 
Chikupi 
Rural 
Health 
Centre, 
Kafue 
District 
 
 

 
 
Kafue District Hospital The hospital, close to the Kafue r iver , has been in 
existence for only 10 years 
Clinical officer: Wesley Kalunga, specialises in dermatology. He is one of the 
Clinicians supporting the resident doctors but the only one trained to use the Virtual 
Doctors solution. We are looking to train and equip additional clinicians within the 
hospital, subject to funds. 
Population catchment area for Kafue DH: 200,000 people. 

 

Clinica Officer Wesley Kalunga using the Virtual Doctors 
for an in-patient at Kafue District Hospital 

Outlook 
We will continue to expand the Virtual Doctors service 
to our target of 24 sites by the end of 2016. The mid-term 
plan is to expand to 50 sites in total within the next six 

month and plan for 100 sites by the end of 2017. Our targets are within Zambia (new 
locations as well as additional devices within District Hospitals where we already 
have a presence) as well as in other African countries and beyond. 
 
Your support is much appreciated and it shows how much impact can be achieved 
when sophisticated, yet simple technology is harnessed to the full. 
 
Thank You! 
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This prayer was written by Pope John XXlll after another eventful year - 1963 - 
and the sentiments still seem very relevant..... 
 
May He banish from the hearts of all men and women whatever might endanger 
peace 
 
May He transform them into witnesses of truth, justice and love 
 
May He enkindle the rules of people so that in addition to their solicitude for the 
proper welfare of their citizens, they may guarantee and defend the great gift of peace 
 
May He enkindle the wills of all so that they may overcome the barriers that divide, 
cherish the bonds of mutual charity, understand others, and pardon those who have 
done them wrong 
 
May all people of the earth become as brothers and sisters, and may the most longed-
for peace blossom forth and reign always among men and women 
 
Amen 

THINKTANK 

Wednesday 25 January 2017    7.30 – 9 pm 
Rob Parsons       The search for justice: Christian involvement in politics 
Rob is an Anglican and a Liberal Democrat, who lives locally. He teaches at the 
Open University and is a consultant in healthcare technology management in low 
income settings. He will talk about what is understood by politics in contemporary 
society, how the electorate is influenced by the media and political speeches, and the 
role of lobbyists in determining policy. He is not the Rob Parsons associated with 
Care of the Family. 
 
 
Wednesday 22 February 2017  7.30 – 9 pm 
Dr Roger Cockrell   Dostoevsky and the Modern World 
In his introduction to the writings of the nineteenth century novelist Dostoevsky, 
Rowan Williams writes: “Terrorism, child abuse, absent fathers and the 
fragmentation of the family, the secularization and sexualisation of culture, the future 
of liberal democracy, the clash of cultures and the nature of national identity –– so 
many of the anxieties that we think of as being quintessentially features of the early 
twenty-first century–– are pretty well omnipresent in the work of Dostoevsky, his 
letters, his journalism, and above all his fiction.” Roger Cockrell, emeritus fellow of 
the University of Exeter, will explore those ideas and themes in Dostoevsky’s works 
which, while being very much of their time, speak so powerfully to our own age. 
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CHRIST CHURCH CHARITIES FOR 2017  
 
Our home charity for 2017 is the Bevern Trust, which works for local people 
with profound disabilities on activities that will enrich their lives .The trust is 
based in Barcombe. 
 
The overseas charity is Rwanda Aid which works in rebuilding this part of 
central Africa which was ravaged by a genocidal civil war in the 1990s and 
still has pressing development needs. 
 
There will be more information on both charities in the March/April edition 
of the newsletter 

WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

“AM I BEING UNFAIR TO YOU?” 

The service in 2017, on Friday, 3rd March, will be held at Trinity (St John's) 
Southover. The Christian women of the Philippines prepared the service and it has 
been translated into no less than 1000 different languages and dialects, to be used 
throughout the world; in the British Isles alone, some 5,000 services will be held. 
 
In 2013, just as they began to write this service, Typhoon Haiyan (or "Yolanda") 
struck the Philippine Islands, causing considerable destruction and loss of life. This is 
mentioned in the service and you will also hear the stories of a girl, a mother and 
an older woman, each recounting their living conditions and their hopes and fears. 
The service itself focuses on the Bible story of the workers in the vineyard: 
Matthew 20, v 1-16. There is a reflection on the colourful and thought -
provoking artwork for this year's poster designed by Rowena `Apol' Laxamana-
Sta.Rosa, its contrasting scenes depicting the imbalance of life. Through this service 
we reflect on both sides of the picture, whilst holding to the truth that God is a fair 
and just God. 
 
Despite its title, the Women's Day of Prayer is not just for women: everyone 
is welcome to attend! A poster will be displayed in Church shortly, giving 
service time etc., or you may care to visit the WWDP website, www.wwdp.org.uk, 
for further information and resources. 
 
Hazel Freeman 
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 Church Calendar for January 2017 

 Sun 1 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Peter Ingram 
 12.30 pm New Years Day Walk 

 Thu 5 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 6 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 8 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 
 6.30 pm Joint service for Epiphany with St.Annes at Christ  
 Church 

 Mon 9 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 11 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 13 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 15 10.30 am Morning worship led by Dr Graham Campling 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 

 Tue 17 2.30 pm Property and Compliance Committee 

 Wed 18 9 am - 9 pm Day of Prayer for Future of Christ Church 
 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 19 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 20 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 21 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes 

 Sun 22 9 am Messy Church led by Rev John Gordon 
 6.30 pm Churches Together in Lewes Joint Service at St  
 Annes 

 Mon 23 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 25 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank.  Rob Parsons - The search for  
 justice: Christian involvement in politics 

 Fri 27 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 29 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Peter Shilling 
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Church Calendar for February 2017 

 Thu 2 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 3 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev David Hague 

 Fri 10 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 12 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev 

John Gordon 
 11.45 am Congregational Meeting 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Wed 15 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 16 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 17 10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church 

 Sat 18 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes 

 Sun 19 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev John 

Gordon 

 Wed 22 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank: Dr Roger Cockrell Dostoevsky and 
the Modern World 

 Fri 24 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 26 9 am Messy Church led by Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 27 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Fri 3 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
 10 am Women's World Day of Prayer service at Trinity Southover 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Morning worship  

THANKS 
Many thanks to you all for the telephone calls, visits and flowers that we have 
received since we have been unable to get to church, we are very grateful.  Jill has 
now had both of her cataract operations and now is looking forward to getting new 
glasses. Meanwhile,  I await the results of hospital tests and hope that they will be 
good and that we will once again be able to return to the fellowship in due 
course.  With love and all good wishes  
 

Jill and Peter. 
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ROTAS FOR  JANUARY 2017 

Happy Birthday!  
 

 
 
 

JANUARY 

4 Alison Byrne 

25 Janet Cooper 

FEBRUARY 
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22 Alan Pett 

26 Michael Frost 

26 John Phillips 
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Graham Neil Alan Irene Lindsay 

          

      Glenda Pett   
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Janet Cooper 
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Vance 

    
Richard 
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Viv and 
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Glenda and 
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Graham Tom Irene   Tom 

Alison Graham Irene 
Messy 
Church 

Alison 



13 Christ Church Lewes 
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Brenda Neil Graham Alan 
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Andrew Buxton & 
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Richard Partridge & 
Graham Purdye 

    Andrew Buxton    

Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

  

    
Gwyneth 

Watkinson 
  

Joy and Pat 
Congregational 

Meeting 
Beattie and 

Graham 
  

Irene     Graham  Tom   

Glenda Graham  Irene Messy Church 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 

At 5 December, our receipts for the year are £60,315. Donations for the Anniversary 
Dinner came to £710 and there was a donation for setting up the Foodbank of £500.  
Hailsham Methodist Church paid £841 as their share of Minister’s expenses. 
Payments for the year (excluding the delayed payment to the URC) are £59,943. We 
sent £545 (including tax to be recovered) to Christian Aid for the Haiti Hurricane 
Matthew Appeal. There was an electricity bill for £217.  (We pay for the gas by 
standing order, £164 per month.)  There was a £300 excess to pay on repairs to the 
Minister’s car. The church boiler was replaced at a cost to us of £1,200, the remainder 
being covered by the maintenance contract.   Electrical work in the church, including 
new outside lighting and PAT testing, cost £2,416.  We paid £1,111 to the caterers for 
the Anniversary Dinner and there were other costs for printing, drinks, decorations, 
etc.  
I shall be closing this year’s accounts on 31 December and sending our quarterly 
donations to our charities.  It looks at the moment as though we shall about break 
even. 
 
Andrew 
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SUNDAY 9 am       Fourth Sunday – Messy Church 

SUNDAY 10.30 am (except fourth Sunday) Morning Worship 
and Children’s Club. Holy Communion on 
the second Sunday of the month.  

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, third Sunday only, with 
Holy Communion. 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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