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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

"I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the 
Lord." (Psalm 122: v.1) 
 

In November we celebrate 200 years of Congregational witness in Lewes. 
The Tabernacle opened in the High Street on the 6th November 1816. On the 
27th November 2016 we welcome the one of the Moderators of the General 
Assembly, Mr Alan Yates, to share in this Anniversary. 
 

The 27th November is also the first Sunday in Advent, when we start to look 
forward to the coming of Christ. The word advent comes from the Latin verb 
advenio which means to come towards. 
 

I wonder what the hopes and dreams were of the Congregationalists who 
built the Tabernacle? While we do not know what the future holds, the 
Congregationalists built their new church in 1816 so that they could gather 
together to worship God. They believed that they had a distinctive 
understanding on how the gospel should be preached and lived in the world 
in which the church found itself. The Tabernacle building was the "hardware" 
and the congregation the "software" that was empowered by the power of the 
Holy Spirit to minister and witness to the town of Lewes. 
 

Advent calls the Church to be prophetic: to be able to see what is coming. 
John the Baptist did just that; alerting the world that the Messiah was coming. 
 

As we celebrate this 200th Anniversary it is a time of spiritual preparation 
when we make sure that we are facing the right way and are ready for the 
good news of Christ's coming. 
 

In our fast changing and at times very unpredictable world, it is good to know 
that the Church still holds out to the whole of Creation the Eternal Word of 
God in Christ Jesus. This gift to us all comes to us on Christmas Day when 
God enters into the human story as baby born in Bethlehem. 
 

With every Blessing, 
 

Reverend John Gordon.       
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
Welcome to our new bi-monthly newsletter covering the months of November and 
December.   This year, our run up to the Advent season and Christmas will also 
include special celebrations to mark the 200th anniversary of the foundation of one 
of our predecessor churches, The Tabernacle in Lewes High Street.  
 
The celebrations will be a chance for us to reflect on two centuries of Christian 
witness by the congregational tradition in Lewes and the great contribution this has 
made to the life of the town. Whilst such occasions tempt us to look back, it is also 
important to look forward and think about what we can do to sustain the church’s 
work into the future. 
 
The 200th anniversary celebrations began with an evening “Songs of Praise” service 
on Sunday October 2, which was well attended with people from many different 
churches across Lewes. The general feeling from our visitors was that we ought to 
do this sort of ecumenical worship more often. The service accommodated a choice 
of hymns, readings and prayers from the different churches in the town, and this 
gave all of us new insights and perspectives on our shared Christian faith. 
 
The various 200th anniversary celebrations through November are listed in detail 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
We held a special meeting to discuss the future of the church’s house groups after 
the Sunday morning service on October 9.  The main conclusions to come from the 
discussion were that: 
 
 Two of our house groups (Nevill and Ecumenical) had sufficient members to 

continue, but two others (Ringmer and Grange) were suffering from falling 
numbers which meant that they were no longer sustainable individually and 
should consider merger to form one new group . The detailed arrangements 
will be sorted out by the members of the two house groups concerned. 

 
 People should be encouraged, rather than compelled, to join house groups. 
 
 House groups will continue to determine their own agendas for discussion, 

rather than all house groups being required to discuss the same material at the 
same time (although, from time to time, there may be shared material). 

 
 The church will establish a “bank” of material prepared for house groups, 

which individual group leaders can utilise.  
 
 The church will also support house groups by (a) having a standing item on 

church council agendas, so house groups have the opportunity to feed up any 
issues of concern (b) arranging periodic meetings where we can review issues 
affecting all house groups and (c) offering to assist with transport to house 
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group meetings, if required, by making arrangements with a local taxi company  
 

The Property, Safeguarding and Compliance Committee, established last year  
as part of our efforts to streamline our administrative arrangements, have asked if it 
can split into two committees. It is finding that its span of responsibility is too wide 
and recommends that it would be more effective if it became two separate 
committees, one focussing on property/compliance and the other on safeguarding. 
Church Council will consider this matter in November. 
 
Our longstanding church cleaner, Marika, left early in October to return to Hungary. 
After some searching, we have found a new cleaner, Ana, who has already started 
work with us on a trial basis. If you see her at work in the church, do say hello. 
 
Lastly – although it seems a bit premature to be doing so at a mid-October print 
deadline with the sun out and all the leaves still green on the trees – best wishes for a 
peaceful Advent, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  
 
Neil Fisher, Church Secretary 
Lindsay Frost, Administrative Secretary  

Prayers for November and December 
 

As we approach the busy Christmas season, here are five short prayers for Advent 
and Christmas from the Methodist Church. The prayers are written by Lynne 
Newland of the Methodist Church Communications Office. 
 
Jesus our Prince of Peace, we pray that every time a carol is sung, a Christmas 
greeting spoken, a nativity play performed, that your name be honoured and glorified 
and that hard hearts be melted to receive you afresh. Amen  
 
Lord Jesus, from the repetitive muzak carols heard in every shop and supermarket to 
the frantic shopping for glitzy gifts, may we, your disciples, be ready to grasp every 
opportunity to share the true meaning of Christmas with others. Amen 
 
Lord Jesus, as we await your coming, help us to look for you in the hoodie on our 
estate, the beggar on the street, the outcasts in our society and open our hearts to love 
others as you do. Amen 
 
As people strip away the Christmas wrappings may they find your precious gift of 
love within. Come Lord Jesus, Advent is ending. Amen 
 
Lord, I pray that your Spirit of truth and love will fill the hearts of those for whom 
Christmas has no meaning. Amen 
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Carols, Carols, Carols 
 
Carols on the Green 
On Sunday 11 December at 2.30 pm, we join with St. Anne’s Church for our 
annual “Carols on the Green”, on Nevill Green. Note the start time, which is 
earlier than usual. We will be accompanied by the Lewes, Glynde and 
Beddingham Brass Band, and there will be hot mince pies and mulled apple 
juice. We hope as many people as possible will come. 
 

Carol singing round the neighbourhood 
In Christmas week, on Monday 21 December, we will be “Singing round the 
neighbourhood” in aid of Action for Children (NCH). We will be gathering at 
the church at 7 pm, and after singing around Leicester Road and Valance 
Road, we will return to the church for hot mince pies and hot chocolate. 
 

Carol singing round the town 
On Thursday 22 December, you can join the Passion Play Group carol 
singing round the town, to be followed by mulled punch and more ... mince 
pies at Eastgate Church Hall. Meet at Cliffe Precinct at 6.30pm – all 
welcome.  

 
United Area Healing service 
Rev Peter McIntosh will be leading a United Area Healing Service on 
Sunday, 6 November at 4.30pm at Haywards Heath Methodist Church. All 
will be welcome. Please see the Secretary, Neil Fisher if you would like to 
attend.  
 

From Lewes Passion Play Group 
 

 

Past Cases Review 
From 4 October 2016 until 31 March 2017, the United Reformed Church will 
issue an open invitation for anyone to raise concerns about the behaviour or 
conduct of anyone affiliated with the URC since its formation in 1972. Many 
of you will have heard about this second phase of the Past Case Review 
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(PCR). The first phase began in October 2015 and consisted of reading all 
the files of ministers in the United Reformed Church since its formation. 
 
We would like to draw to the attention of the congregation at Christ Church 
the official information sheet which is on the main Notice Board in the church 
foyer. This has all the relevant contact details and an explanation of the 
Process should anyone wish to take any matter up within the Past Case 
Review committee. 
 

Advent Hope – Carols by Candlelight 
Join Christian Aid for a beautiful and inspiring celebration at Lancing College 
Chapel on Monday 28 November at 7.30 pm. The special guest speaker is 
Loretta Minghella, Chief Exective of Christian Aid. Music is provided by the 
Ashdown Singers, and there will be the usual mulled wine and festive 
Fairtrade refreshments. 

Harvest Gifts 
The food for the food bank collected at our Harvest service on Sunday 25 September 

and at Tots Harvest service on Friday 7 October have been delivered to Landport 
Food Bank. They were extremely grateful for the large quantity food which we had 
collected. 

On 23 September Christ Church Tots said 
farewell to Eleanor Smith.  Eleanor has been 
helping at Tots and acting as my deputy since we 
started on 25 April 2008. 
 
The children made a card with their handprints 
on to give to Eleanor and to say thank you for all 
her help. We presented her with some flowers 
and a gift voucher for her to buy something for 
her new home. 
 
Children, parents, carers and helpers were all sad 
to say goodbye but we wish Eleanor and Robert 
well in their new home 

TRAIDCRAFT 
Time to put the Christmas cards on display next to the hatch. This year we have 
bought just one of each design on offer. We ask you to look at them and make an 
order, please. 
We have the Christmas catalogues. We have instant coffee but, at the time of 
writing, no instant decaffeinated coffee yet. 

Mavis 
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CELEBRATE THE 200th ANNIVERSARY of THE 
FOUNDATION OF OUR PREDECESSOR CHURCH , 

THE TABERNACLE 
  
Join us to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the foundation of our predecessor church, 
The Tabernacle, in Lewes High Street in November 1816. 
  
We have arranged the following events at Christ Church in Prince Edwards Road, 
Lewes: 

  Sunday November 6 at 6.30pm:  a choral service led by the choir to celebrate the 
exact date of the first service at The Tabernacle on 6 November 1816 

  All through November: we will have an exhibition on the history of the church, 
featuring many original documents and artefacts from the last 200 years,  and a 
photographic display of 200 people associated with the life of the church 

  On permanent display: you can see the Christ Church Embroidery,  a large, three 
panel,  embroidered portrayal of life in Lewes and the surrounding area 

  Wednesday 23 November  at 7.30pm: Thinktank: Norman and Brenda Vance 
will discuss the influence of the Tabernacle congregation on life in Lewes 

  Saturday 26 November at 7.30pm: a celebration dinner for church members and 
friends old and new. 

  Sunday November 27 at 10.30am: Special 200th anniversary service attended by 
the URC Lay Moderator, Alan Yates and local VIPs. 
  
We very much hope that you will be able to attend some of these events. 
  
The celebration dinner on Saturday 26 November is open to church members and 
friends, old and new. We also have invited former church ministers. It will be a 
friendly, relaxed occasion. We are also hoping to arrange some post-dinner 
entertainment. 
  
Leading local caterers Glenie and Gillies have prepared a special three-course dinner 
menu to celebrate the occasion. If you have any special dietary requirements, please 
let us know and we will make arrangements for you. There is no set charge for the 
dinner, but we welcome your donations “on the night”. 
  
If you would like to attend the dinner, please contact Lindsay Frost no later than 
Saturday 12 November. You can either  phone 01273 486448 or  e-mail me 
on lfrost5@aol.com. 
 
So far, we have 57 people booked for the dinner. We can cater for up to 80 (at a 
squeeze!), so please make sure you have booked your place. 
 
Lindsay Frost  
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FROM THE TREASURER 
 
At 11 October, our receipts for the year are £51,904. We had quite a few payments 
for hall rentals recently. Our payments for the year (excluding the delayed payment to 
the URC) are £46,702. Since the last report, we spent £326 on tables and £110 on 
Advent calendars for Tots, £133 on Holiday Club expenses and £600 on gardening 
services for the year. I sent £350 for Virtual Doctors and £90 for the Women’s 
Refuge for the last quarter. 
For those who give by envelopes, can I just mention that we do not take notice of the 
date on the envelope, just the number.  So if you need to cover lost weeks, there is no 
need to put each week’s money in the “right” envelope – you can put it all in any one. 
 
Andrew 

The December Messy Church is on Friday 30th 
December 
10.30am to 1.00pm and is for everyone (from 0-
100 years of age) Of course we will be thinking 
of the Nativity and sharing Christmas crafts with 
the children and parents. This is a lovely time of 
the year and a great opportunity to bring the 
good news of Jesus to those who might not hear 
of it from the school, grandparents or friends 
which might have been instrumental in our faith 

journey.  
We will start by telling the story of Christmas in the church, then visit the many 
activities on offer in the large hall and then about noon we will return to the church 
for our worship where we can tell and show the great things we have made and talked 
about.  All this is finished off with a family lunch together. Please come along and 
share this time with us……young and old alike…we can all experience Jesus just 
where we are. 
If you are a parent reading this article, please come along to share this alternative 

worship opportunity. We hope you will enjoy the time we spend together. 

 

Can you offer some time to help people into housing? 

HOMELINK is looking for more voluntary help. 

Due to the successful development over the last couple of 
years HOMELINK is looking for help with minute-taking at 
Management Committee meetings, (which are daytime and 
usually six times a year), and/or at the Board of Trustees 
meetings, (which are four evenings a year). Meeting venues 

alternate between Lewes and Seaford. 

If you need any further information about HOMELINK or this voluntary 

role, please contact Linda Fisher 01273 471487 
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CHRISTIAN AID: WILL AID - A SPECIAL OFFER FOR 
NOVEMBER  

 
Creating a legacy of hope in Zambia; and why Will Aid this November is so 
important 

 

Earlier this year Christian Aid’s legacy team travelled to Zambia to see how money 
you donate, including money left as a gift in a Will, is used to transform lives.  

 

We heard about new projects with an emphasis on leaving a legacy of skills – 
projects training communities to drill their own boreholes and help for small 
businesses with accountancy and marketing tools.  Travelling north to the 
Copperbelt, we met Katherine and her daughter living in a small community close to 
the industrial town of Chingola, where life next to the copper mining industry causes 
many challenges.  Katherine wants to leave a legacy for her daughter of fertile soil 
and safe water so that she can grow and thrive.  Christian Aid partner organisation 
Centre for Trade Policy and Development is working alongside the community, 
supporting them to speak out for the right to clean land and water. 
 
Will Aid provides an opportunity to leave a legacy of hope in places like Zambia 
through your Will.  Every November, participating solicitors waive their fee for 
writing a basic Will.  Instead, they invite their clients to make a donation to Will 
Aid.   Will Aid has been running for 28 years allowing thousands of people to make 
or update their Will while raising millions of pounds for 9 UK charities, of which 
Christian Aid is one.  
 
Is it time to make or review your Will? You could use this opportunity include the 
causes and concerns that you are most passionate about, as you make provision for 
your loved ones. 
 
Go to www.willaid.org.uk  to enter your postcode and find your nearest Will Aid 
solicitor. 
 

November Birthdays         December Birthdays 

19 Jill Cane  

23 Phillip Hübbe-Nelson 

23 Amy Hübbe-Nelson 

30 Beattie Purdye  

4 Tom Lunt  

25 Lindsay Frost  

27 Gwyneth Watkinson 
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THANKS . . . 
Many thanks for the lovely flowers that we received recently following Jill’s cataract 
operation and when we were both laid low with the flu – despite having had a flu 
injection.  We look forward to getting back soon.   
Jill and Peter. 

Wednesday 23 November 7.30 - 9 pm 
Dr Brenda and Professor Norman Vance 
Non-conformity in Lewes: the Tabernacle Congregation during 200 
years. 
 
Brenda and Norman Vance have been members of Christ Church since they 
came to Lewes in 1980 and both have served as elders. Retired university 
teachers, they both have research interests in church history. They will 
describe the part played by the Tabernacle congregation and its successors 
in the wider life of Lewes. 

Twelve of us enjoyed a lovely circular walk from Barcombe Mills after church on 14 
August.   
 
We were joined by 
Karen Terry and 
Vivian from Kenya. It 
was good to have 
Rachel Cooper 
walking with us too. 
You can see the three 
of them just behind 
Lindsay in this photo 
which was taken 
when we stopped for 

our picnic. 

We are sorry that this article is late. The original is still floating around in the ether! 

NEW ADDRESS 
Robert and Eleanor Smith leave Lewes on Tuesday 25th October (although they plan 
to be back for the November 200th anniversary weekend).  
Our new address is: 
The Lees, Gazeley Lane, Trumpington, Cambridge CB2 9HB.  
The landline number is not yet known. All visitors welcome! 
Many thanks for all the cards of good wishes received. We will miss you all. 

Robert and Eleanor 
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 Church Calendar for November 2016 

 Fri 4 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 6 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr David Coleman 
 4.30 pm United Area Healing Service at Haywards Heath  
 Methodist 
 6.30 pm Choir Service to celebrate 200th Anniversary 

 Mon 7 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup 

 Thu 10 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 11 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 13 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Remembrance Sunday service with Holy Communion 
 led by Rev John Gordon 
 12 noon Congregational Meeting 
 1 pm Church Lunch 

 Mon 14 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 16 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 18 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 19 8 am - 9.15 am Lewes Prayer Group at Eastgate Baptist  
 Church 
 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at Eastgate Baptist 
 7 pm Passion Play Curry Evening at Christ Church 

 Sun 20 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Peter Scotland 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 

 Wed 23 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. Professor Norman and Dr Brenda 
 Vance on the role of the Tabernacle congregation in the life of  
 Lewes 

 Fri 25 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 26 7.30 pm 200th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 

 Sun 27 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am 200th Anniversary service led by Rev John Gordon 
 6.30 pm Joint service for Advent with St.Annes 

 Mon 28 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 
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 Church Calendar for December 2016 

 Fri 2 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 4 10.30 am Morning worship 

 Mon 5 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Fri 9 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 11 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion 
 2.30 pm Carols on the Green 

 Tue 13 7.30 pm Mission Committee 

 Fri 16 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 17 8 am - 9.15 am Lewes Prayer Group at Kings Church 

 Sun 18 10.30 am Morning worship  
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion  

 Wed 21 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 22 6.30 pm Passion Play - Town Carol Singing 

 Sun 25 10 am Family Service for Christmas Day  

 Mon 26 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Fri 30 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church 

Sunday 6 November 6.30pm 
The service led by Revd John Gordon will mark the 200th anniversary of the 
opening service at the Tabernacle on 6 November 1816.  The choir will sing 
celebratory music by Christopher Tye, Hubert Parry, John Watkinson, Julius 
Harrison and Eric Shave (uncle of Peter Shave, who established the present 
choir about 50 years ago). 
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Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 
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am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

ROTAS FOR  NOVEMBER 2016 

Church Council  
9 November 2016 
11 January 2017 
8 March  
10 May 
12 July 
13 September  
8 November 

Congregational Meeting  
13 November 2016 
12 February 2017 
14 May (AGM) 
10 September 
12 November 
 

Think Tank   
25 January 2017 
22 February 
22 March 
24 May 
28 June 
2 August 
27 September 
25 October 
22 November 

Messy Church  
30 December 2016  
17 February 2017 
7 April  
2 June 
1 September 
27 October 
29 December 

Holiday Club 
26 - 28 July 2017 

Tots terms 
6 January - 10 February 
24 February - 31 March 
21 April - 26 May 
9 June - 21 July 
15 September - 20 October 
3 November -  15 December 

 

2017 dates for your (new) diary 

6 13 20 27 

Irene Neil Lindsay Alan 

      
In memory of Neale 

& Ray Tasker 

  Pam Cleave   Glenda Pett 

  Helen Chiasson Irene Gannon   

Joy Tasker and 
Janet Cooper 

Linda Beddow and 
Pat Thompson 

Andrew Buxton and 
Linda Fisher 

Richard Partridge 
and Graham Purdye 

    Richard Partridge   

Helen Chiasson Helen Chiasson Irene Gannon Helen Chaisson 

    Irene Gannon   

Jane and Irene 
Congregational 

Meeting 
Brenda and 

Norman 
Liz, Tom and the 

boys 

Irene Tom   Irene Graham 

Glenda Irene Graham 4th Sunday 
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 JANUARY/FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 11 December at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 19 December 
 
Publication date - Sunday 25 December 

ROTAS FOR  DECEMBER 2016 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

4 11 18 25 

Irene Lindsay Alan   

Jeannette Swayne       

  Pam Cleave     

  Neil Fisher Neil Fisher   

Joy Tasker and 
Janet Cooper 

Linda Beddow 
and Pat 

Thompson 

Andrew Buxton and 
Linda Fisher 

Richard Partridge 
and Graham 

Purdye 

    Andrew Buxton    

Neil Fisher Neil Fisher Neil Fisher Neil Fisher 

    Neil Fisher   

Joy and Pat 
Beattie and 

Graham 
Linda and Janet no coffee 

Irene Graham Tom Irene 

Alison Glenda Irene 4th Sunday 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, third Sunday only, with 
Holy Communion. 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


