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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Jesus is Risen! He is Risen indeed. 
 

This is the great Easter affirmation which the church resounds to as we 
celebrate the new life of the Risen Jesus. It is a moment of truth. It also gives 
shape to our own self understanding. Our identity is uniquely seen as a 
reflection of the glory of the Risen Christ. 
 

The Easter hope is grounded very much in the reality of human living. Luke 
records for us the conversation between the women who came to anoint the 
body of Jesus and the two messengers. 
 

"Why are you looking among the dead for one who is alive? He is not here; 
he has been raised. Remember what he said to you while he was in Galilee: 
The Son of Man must be handed over to sinful men, be crucified, and three 
days later raise to life." 
 

It is important to remember how sinful actions shaped the Easter Story. A 
betrayer’s kiss; friends slipping away in the moment of trouble; false 
confessions made at the trail. 
 

The Easter story doesn't gloss over the reality of the pain of human living. 
There are people out there who would cause us harm and if we are honest we 
know that we can hurt others just as equally. 
 

In God we are offered a hopeful alternative. By God's grace we see a path of 
righteousness that is placed before us. And our invitation to walk along this 
path? 
 

We take the hand of the Risen Jesus that is offered to us. Full well does God 
know our failings but the revelation of Easter is that no longer will death and 
sin define and control us who are in Christ! 
 

We journey in the light of the Risen Christ. Amen! 
 

Easter Blessings, 
 

John Gordon.  
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FROM THE SECRETARIES  
 
We are now well into Lent, with Holy Week and Easter coming early, 
before the end of March. On Maundy Thursday evening at 7:30 pm, 
we will be joining our friends at St. Anne’s for a joint service, led by 
Rev Richard Moatt and our minister, Rev John Gordon, will be the 
preacher. On Good Friday morning, we meet at Christ Church at 10 
am for our Good Friday service, which will be led by Rev John 
Gordon. This will be John’s last service at Christ Church before he 
leaves on his three-month sabbatical (April – June). On Good Friday 
evening, at 6 pm, there will be the traditional Churches Together Silent 
Walk of Witness from St. Pancras RC church to The Mount. On Easter 
Day, our service will be led by Rev Roger Leslie, who is a retired 
Methodist minister living in Hailsham, who has preached at Christ 
Church once before, for an evening service in December 2013.  

We have now reviewed our pastoral care arrangements and have held 
a meeting where those who have volunteered to act as pastoral group 
leaders discussed how they can best meet the pastoral needs of our 
congregation with the capacity available to us. We have reviewed the 
pastoral care lists and these are set out in the new "Community Roll 
2016" which is now being circulated to everyone. As the months go 
by, and you have any comments on the new pastoral care 
arrangements, please let us know, as we are keen to offer the best 
support we can. 

In May, four members of Church Council will be standing down. They 
are Brenda Vance, Gwyneth Watkinson, Janet Cooper and Liz and 
Tom Lunt (joint position). We will be holding elections for new 
members to replace them. It is important to renew and refresh the 
membership of the Church Council and to give longstanding members 
a break. Whilst some retiring members may choose to stand again, it 
will be good if other church members are willing to serve or serve 
again. All members are asked to prayerfully consider who they think 
should be called to serve in this important role.  Candidates have to be 
proposed by an existing member and nomination forms will be 
available from either of the secretaries. If you would like more 
information about the role of Church Council members, please speak 
to us.  
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At the Congregational Meeting on February 14, we considered a 
package of events to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the opening 
of the Tabernacle Church in Lewes. Although we have a small "task 
group" to plan and deliver the agreed package, we would welcome 
help and support from other members of the congregation. There will 
be lots of jobs to do - both large and small - and there is bound to be 
something to fit your talents and the time you have available to help. 
Please speak to Lindsay, if you can help. 

 
Neil Fisher, Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost, Administrative Secretary   
 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 

The 2015 annual accounts are now with the Independent Examiner 
and there are no major changes to what I reported last month.  I have 
just put in our Gift Aid claim for 2015 of £11,339, part of which will go 
to our charities for 2015. 
 
So far this year, receipts are £6,435 and payments are £1,521.  We 
received £300 in wedding fees (to be divided between those 
officiating) and £115 for our local charity at the Epiphany joint service.  
We spent £125 on advertising the Children and Families Worker post, 
£453 on the church electricity bill, £134 on the church telephone bill, 
£156 on repairs to the blinds, and sent on £275 (including Gift Aid to 
be recovered) to the Church Housing Trust. 
 
Andrew 
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Prayer notes for March 
 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. 
I will praise the Lord all my life; 
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.   Psalm 146 
 
May we praise God all day, and every day, when we are feeling 
happy, or sad, or lonely, or sick, or stressed or despairing.   
 
Lord God, we thank you for the new life of spring, the shoots 
appearing through the soil with promises of new growth heralding the 
summer.  May we, too, grow stronger in our love for you and for other 
people.   We pray that this season of Lent will be a real preparation for 
the wonderful celebration of your victory over sin and death at Easter. 
 
We pray for all who are living their lives in the shadow of violence, 
from wars, from gangs, or from neighbours or family members.   We 
long so much for peace in your world. We pray especially for 
Christians suffering persecution in so many areas of the world.   We 
pray that you will give them strength and peace. 
 
We pay for all who are in refugee camps in so many parts of the 
world.  We pray that their time in these camps will soon come to an 
end so that they may begin to rebuild their lives and feel that they 
have security and purpose. 
 
We pray for Christ Church here in Lewes.  We pray for our minister, 
John, and his family.  We pray for our church council.  We pray for 
your spirit to fill our church and church family. 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 
Friday 4 March at 11 am at St. Pancras RC Church 
 
The service this year has been prepared by the women of Cuba, and 
is entitled “Receive Children, Receive Me”. The service will be led 
by Rev Sue Wilkinson, Curate-in-Training at St. Anne’s, and will be 
followed by a ploughman’s lunch. If you would like to join in the choir, 
please arrive by 10.15 am. All (women and men) are welcome. 



5 Christ Church Lewes 

Happy Birthday to those with 
March Birthdays 

 
 

 
 
 

12 Marcus Bloomfield 

13 Mary Oughton 

18 Graham Purdye 

27 Neil Fisher 

30 Sally Buxton 

30 Colin Bourne 

31 Margaret Townend 

TRAIDCRAFT  
 stall-in-the-concourse 

 
We have the new Spring/Summer catalogue for your delight.  There 
are lots of things which we can order for you for forthcoming Birthdays 
(or for yourselves) and Easter cards – and Easter Eggs. 
 
Easter Eggs ?  I hear you say.  At time of writing, there are only five 
Sundays left to sell Easter eggs.  We have six in stock – come buy – 
you can hide them.  If they go quickly, we can order more.  However 
we don’t want any left over, so please let us know if you would like 
one – and we will do the rest. 
 
What else?  Bamboo sox in new designs, Cotton shopping bags with 
owls or flowers, Trinkets,  Scarves,  Summery tops and, of course, all 
the usual foodstuffs that we always stock. 
 
Me?  I fancy a new change purse but it comes in a set of three – red, 
orange or blue.  Anyone join me? 
 
This is the time of year when we make a gift to Traidcraft Exchange 
from our “profit” in our bank account.  We hope that we can make it 
£200 – much less than last year – but that was a real effort – and left 
us a bit short for a while.  We must be more careful this time. 
 
Mavis Elliott. 

Thank you for all the good wishes, cards, emails, 
visitors and biscuits.  I am pleased to report that 
my foot is nearly back to normal. 
Jane 
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THE CHURCH'S GIFT TO THE WOMEN'S 
CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL, MULTAN 

 

These pictures show 
the anaesthetic monitor 
that was bought with 
the money that was 
raised for the 2015 
international charity. 
One picture shows the 
monitor installed in the 
operating theatre on a 
stand purpose-built in 
the hospital workshop. 
The lady standing 
beside it is Mrs 
Parveen Mukhtar, the 
senior nurse in charge 

of the theatre. The other picture 
shows a close-up of the monitor; 
it shows only one trace (the 
oxygen content of someone, 
oscillating in time with the heart-
beat), but it can also monitor 
heart-rate, blood pressure, 
respiration and temperature and 
display them all simultaneously, 
with an automatic update at an 
interval that can be chosen to 
suit the case in hand. It is used 
regularly and the hospital staff 
are very pleased with its 
performance. Pictures of the 
defibrillator will follow once it has 
been purchased. The staff all 
send their grateful thanks for the 
funding. 
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 Church Calendar for March 2016 

 Wed 2 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft 

 Thu 3 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 4 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
 11 am Women’s World Day of Prayer service at St.Pancras 

 Sun 6 10.30 am Mothering Sunday worship  
led by Rev Michael Davies 

 Mon 7 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup at Margaret's  

 Wed 9 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 11 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 13 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion  
led by Rev John Gordon including baptism of Eliash Barnes 

 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Wed 16 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft 
 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 17 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 18 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 20 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Alan Crook 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by                                    
      Rev John Gordon 
 

 Mon 21     8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Thu 24 7.30 pm Joint Maundy Thursday service at St. Anne’s. 
                 Led by Rev Richard Moatt. Preacher Rev John Gordon 

 Fri 25 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 10 am Good Friday worship led by Rev John Gordon 
 6 pm Walk of Witness 

 Sun 27 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Easter Day worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev Roger Leslie 

 Mon 28 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Sun 3 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Douglas Scott 
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APRIL NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 13 March at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 21 March 
 
Publication date - Sunday 27 March 

ROTAS FOR  MARCH 2016 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

6 13 20 27 

Lindsay Frost Geoffrey Cleave Neil Fisher Eleanor Smith 

Pat Thompson Linda Beddow     

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

    Brenda Vance Brenda Vance 

Joy Tasker &  
Pat Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert 

Smith 

Andrew Buxton 
& Irene 
Gannon 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham Purdye 

Richard  
Partridge 

  Robert Smith   

Brenda Vance Brenda Vance Brenda Vance Brenda Vance 

    Brenda Vance   

Alan and Glen-
da 

Brenda and Nor-
man 

Jane and Irene Joy and Pat 

Graham Robert Irene Robert 

Irene and Anna Liz and Graham Glenda and Eleanor 4th Sunday 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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