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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 
 

"At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised by John 
in the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven: "You are my Son whom I love; with you I am well pleased". 
(Mark 1:9ff) 
 

Jesus goes through the waters of baptism - a physical act that signifies 
spiritual birth and renewal. After his baptism Jesus is immediately driven out 
into the wilderness to be tempted. 
 

Lent is offered to us all as a time of reflection and spiritual "housekeeping". 
By now many New Year resolutions have fallen by the wayside. As disciples 
of Jesus we use Lent as an opportunity to allow the Holy Spirit to change us 
that we are ready and waiting for Easter Day. 
 

Yesterday, Alison and I spent some time on the beach at Birling Gap. The 
tide was low exposing may of the rocks on the shore. What caught my 
attention was the way that the chalk that had fallen from the cliff face had 
been moulded by the sea to create a surface of brilliant white rock pools. On 
the beach there were large pieces of chalk and flint that had recently fallen 
down. With the passage of time the action of the waves would mould these 
rocks together once more. 
 

In a similar way for us Lent is a time to be broken off from old unfruitful 
ways to allow God's Spirit to remould us into something different and 
beautiful. 
 

No doubt the challenge of the wilderness for Jesus would have been a real 
test for him. He came out of the experience with a better understanding of 
God and himself. All spiritual journey's start from such a point. 
 

Let out prayer be this Lent that we invite afresh Jesus to join us on our own 
journey. 
 

With every Blessing. 
 

John Gordon.   
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FROM THE SECRETARIES  
 
We have had our first Church Council of 2016. The meeting on January 13 had a 
very full agenda and here is a brief summary of some of the things we discussed: 
 

A new Pastoral Profile has been prepared. This document was required by the 
Central Sussex United Area (CSUA) and sets out a detailed description of 
the church, its ministry and mission.  

 
Initial ideas for events to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Congregational 

Church in Lewes were discussed. These will be refined and worked up by a 
small group and some proposals will be tabled for discussion at the 
Congregational Meeting on February 14 

 
The post of Children and Families Worker is currently being advertised. We are 

hoping to attract a good field of candidates. Arrangements for shortlisting 
and interview are in place and we hope to make an appointment early in 
March. 

 
Our constitution as a charity includes limited terms for Church Council 

members/trustees, so four members will be standing down in May and we 
will be looking to elect four new members (although those standing down 
may decide to stand again). The process for church council elections will be 
explained at the Congregational Meeting on February 14  

 
We have reviewed the list of people prepared to help with providing pastoral 

care to the congregation. A meeting is being ar ranged to discuss how 
best we use the people and talents available to meet our pastoral needs. 

 
The CSUA’s review process for  possible extension of Rev. John Gordon’s 

appointment for a further five years (2017-22) is now under way, with the 
appointment of a review committee (including representatives from both 
Christ Church and Hailsham Methodist Church). The review committee will 
make a recommendation based on soundings amongst a cross section of 
members from both churches and from others across the CSUA, and it will 
be presented to CSUA’s area meeting in March, which will make the final 
decision. 

 
Some church members have raised concerns about the content of a publication 

called “Heart of Sussex“, which is regularly sent (unsolicited) to Christ 
Church. This matter will be discussed at the Congregational Meeting on 
February 14 

 
The church has now set up online access to our bank account, which will make 

things easier for the Treasurer in a number of respects, but just as secure. 
 
Preparations will start shortly for another “Holiday Club” in late July  
 



3 Christ Church Lewes 

We look forward to seeing you all the Congregational Meeting on February 14. 
 
Neil Fisher, Church Secretary  
Lindsay Frost, Administrative Secretary 

NEW YEAR WALK  
 

As is our tradition, we had a bracing walk on the Downs on the first morning of the 
New Year.  
The rain that battered the area over Christmas and New Year eased for a few hours 
and we had a dry – but blustery - walk from the Cliffe up over Malling Downs to the 
top of Mount Caburn and back again. 
Here is the intrepid “summit party” (except for the photographer) on the top of 
Caburn. 

 
EVENTS ELSEWHERE IN FEBRUARY  
 

There is a Healing Service at Haywards Heath Methodist Church, led by Rev Dr 
Peter McIntosh on Sunday February 7 at 4.30 p.m.  

 
An event to remember Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German pastor martyred under 

the Nazis, is to be held at the Dietrich Bonhoeffer Church, Forest Hill, 
London SE 23 on Saturday February 27 from 2.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.  It will 
focus on “identity, exile and belonging” with particular reference to people 
fleeing the Nazis in the 1930’s and 1940’s, but with an obvious resonance 
today in the plight of the Syrians and other refugees. 

 
The Burrswood Centre near Tunbridge Wells is holding a “Loving Lent Retreat” 

on 8-11 February  
 

Please let me know if you would like further information on any of these events. 
Lindsay Frost    
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Happy Birthday to those with 
 February Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

9 Sylvia Hübbe 

22 Alan Pett 

26 Michael Frost 

26 John Phillips 

CHRIST CHURCH: HOME CHARITY OF THE YEAR 2016 
 
In the January newsletter, I wrongly indicated that our Home Charity for 2016, as 
agreed at the November Congregational Meeting, was the Bevern Trust. In fact, the 
meeting had agreed that the home charity for the coming year will be the Lewes 
Women's Refuge, which provides a safe place and support for women and their 
children who are affected by domestic violence or abuse. Apologies for the confusion 
caused, which was down to an administrative error on my part. We will continue to 
raise money for the Refuge as our Home Charity in the normal ways, such as personal 
donations and the Sunday coffee money. 
 
I will be writing to the Bevern Trust to explain the error and, with the agreement of 
Churches Together, we have donated the offertory from the united service for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity to them, to help their appeal for a new minibus to 
provide transport for the profoundly disabled people they serve. There may also be 
other ways in which we can help the Bevern Trust during the year.  
 
Lindsay Frost 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
 

You cannot say the Lord’s Prayer  
And even once say “I”. 

You cannot say the Lord’s Prayer  
And even once say “My”. 

Nor can you say the Lord’s Prayer  
And not pray for one another 

For when you ask for daily bread 
You must include your brother. 

For others are included 
In each and every plea  

From beginning to the end of it 
It does not once say “Me”. 
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PRAYERS FOR FEBRUARY 
 
Almighty God, please accept our prayers for our Church here in Lewes, people who 
have not got enough to eat in our town, the situation affecting people in our country 
who have been affected by flooding and also for those fleeing from parts of the World 
where there is some kind of danger. 
  
We thank You Heavenly Father that you have been with those who have been 
working in any way at all so far with Christ Church being provided with a Family 
Worker.  Whether it be as one of the people who have so very lovingly donated 
money to be used in this way, or as those who have spent their time drawing up a job 
specification for the person who will eventually be appointed.  May the right 
candidate come forward for the job and may we all as a Church help him or her to 
settle in and to do the work in the way You intended. 
 

Please be with those of us who are planning the 200th Anniversary Celebrations of 
our Church, here in Lewes, O Lord.  Be with the people who will arrange individual 
events and the whole timetable of festivities.  If it is Thy will, may things go without 
a hitch.  May we all enjoy ourselves but above all, glorify Thy Holy Name in 
everything we do. 
 

We bring to You, the situation in the Lake District, following the floods there, O 
Father God, the Creator of the Earth.  It takes a very long time for the waters to 
properly go down.  People's property has been very badly damaged.  Some 
possessions have needed to be thrown away because they are completely un-
usable.  Please be with those whose lives have been hit.  May we be especially 
generous at this time to help them to re-build their lives? 
 

We bring to You, The Food Bank, here in Lewes, and those who do not have enough 
to eat.  We are generally well provided for here at Christ Church.  Please help us to be 
generous with our money and maybe our time to help those who are not as well-off as 
we are.  We have recently had 'Homelessness Sunday' here at Christ Church.  Please 
help us to be aware of other ways we could help homeless people we had not thought 
of  before. 
 

O Heavenly Father, there are so many people fleeing from their own countries 
because of the intolerable situations there.  They fear for their lives and the lives of 
their loved ones.  However all too often they do not have anywhere to go to.  The 
people of other countries don't always accept them and intolerable situations arise.  If 
it is Thy will, please may speedy solutions be found to this human crisis. 
 

We ask all these things in Thy name sake.  
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Pat Fryer  
 
Over Christmas, we were sorry to learn of the death of Pat Fryer, who died in Copper 
Beech Nursing Home on 23 December. Pat was born on 2nd June 1928 in 
Dungannon, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland, the youngest of six sisters and grew 
up on her parents’ farm. 
 
When she left school, she initially worked locally in Dungannon, but job 
opportunities there after the war were not abundant, so Pat followed her sisters and 
moved to London to join Barclays Bank in Lombard Street, where she met, and later 
married, Douglas.  
 
Pat and Douglas moved to Lewes in 1954. Douglas became an assistant auctioneer at 
Wallis and Wallis saleroom and Pat worked in the accounts office of Walkers Stores. 
They joined the Congregational church and immersed themselves in the life of the 
church. Pat was a keen member of the Women’s Fellowship and Cradle Roll 
secretary. Although quite private, she enjoyed company and a good chat. She was 
fond of visitors, always having something ready to eat to go with the tea or coffee on 
offer.  
 
Pat and Douglas went on to have two daughters, Jane and Sally. Pat was the 
backbone of the family, supporting her husband, taking care of her daughters and 
keeping in contact with her large extended family.  
 
Sadly, around 2005, Pat was no longer strong enough to maintain her role as the 
family backbone as her own bones were deteriorating along with her memory. Roles 
reversed, and in the following years, Douglas became her carer. Despite extreme 
pain and dependency on others, Pat remained cheerful and thankful for her family 
and friends. Pat found it hard to come to terms with the cruel blow that disability had 
thrown her, but she never complained. She was more concerned that she could not 
care for those who meant so much to her. She would always ask after others before 
herself.  

Sunday 21 February 6.30 pm 
Choral Evening Communion Service for the Second Sunday in Lent 
Led by the Rev John Gordon 
This will include some Lenten prayers sung by the choir. 
 
Wednesday 24 February 2016     7.30 - 9 pm 
Rev Dr Dale Kendrick, Christopher Rooke, Hussain Muhit 
Multifaith Chaplaincy Lewes Prison 
Reducing Reoffending 
 
Dale (Anglican) Chris (Catholic) and Hussain (Muslim) will from their different 
perspectives talk about their day to day work in the Chaplaincy at Lewes 
Prison, the care and resettlement of prisoners, and restorative justice. 



7 Christ Church Lewes 

Churches Together Lent Course 
 
This year’s CTLA Lent groups will have a somewhat different format to 
previous years. The sessions will all be held at St John sub Castro church, 
where there is a space large enough for us to gather together but where we 
can also break out into smaller groups for discussion after the initial 
presentation. There will be five sessions held on Thursday evenings, starting 
on 11 February, with the final session on Maundy Thursday, 17 March. There 
will be no session on Thursday 25 February, as on that day there will be a 
Lent Service of Reflection in St Michael’s Church, at which the preacher will 
be the Rev. Peter Markby.  
 
The study material will again use the York courses, and this year’s course 
focuses on the Psalms. 
 
The Rev John Gordon and the Rev Richard Moatt (St Anne’s) are planning to 
hold a joint Lent course on Tuesday mornings but they may draw on different 
course materials this year 
 
Neil Fisher 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
I am currently working on the 2015 annual accounts but preliminary results 
are £66,634 receipts to the General Fund and £62,194 payments, which 
looks like a surplus of £4,440.  However, the URC only debited us for £7,516 
when we had agreed to pay £22,546 for the year.  If we correct for that there 
is a deficit of £10,590.  We also received income to the Legacies Account of 
£80,000, of which a major part is allocated to paying for the Children and 
Families Worker. 
 
Over the last month, we have received £400 from the Lewes Exhibition Fund 
for the poor of our area.  Carol singing raised £106 which has been sent to 
Action for Children.  The appeal for flood victims in Cumbria raised £1,275 
(including Gift Aid tax relief).  Our end-of-year payments to our charities were 
£194 to LSGRAS, £185 to the Multan Women’s Hospital, £200 to Lewes 
Foodbank, £600 to Homelink, £150 to the Bible Society and £350 to 
Commitment for Life.  We also gave £100 to Bible Reading Fellowship who 
develop Messy Church materials, paid a water bill of £228, and spent £147 
on Christmas decorations and other property expenses. 
 
Andrew 
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 Church Calendar for February 2016 

 Mon 1 2.30pm Ringmer Housegroup 

 Thu 4 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 5 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 7 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Dick Vesey 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 Fri 12 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 14 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 
 12 noon Congregational Meeting 
 1 pm Church Lunch 

 Mon 15 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 17 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 18 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 19 10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church - The Last Supper and Messy 
  Communion 

 Sun 21 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr David Crowther 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 

 Mon 22 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Tue 23 7.30 pm Mission Committee 

 Wed 24 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. 

 Thu 25 7.30 pm Churches Together Lent Talk by Rev Peter Markby  at 
St. Michaels 

 Fri 26 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 28 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev John Gordon including  
 baptism of Eliash Barnes 
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 MARCH NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 14 February at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 23 February 
 
Publication date - Sunday 28 February  

ROTAS FOR  FEBRUARY 2016 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

7 14 21 28 

Neil Fisher Geoffrey Cleave Lindsay Frost Alan Pett 

Jeannette 
Swayne  

      

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

  
Gwyneth 

Watkinson 
Gwyneth Watkinson   

Joy Tasker &  
Pat Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert 

Smith 

Andrew Buxton 
& Irene 
Gannon 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham Purdye 

Richard  
Partridge 

  Robert Smith   

Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Gwyneth Watkinson Gwyneth Watkinson 

Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

  Gwyneth Watkinson   

Linda B and Anna 
Congregational 

Meeting 
Viv and Lindsay  Pam and Geoffrey 

Irene Graham Irene Robert 

Liz and Anna Irene and Eleanor Glenda and Graham 4th Sunday 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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