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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 
 

"Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of 
incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another route." (Matthew 2:11-12) 
 

The Star had lead the Magi to the boy Jesus in Bethlehem. It had been a journey 
of faith and expectation for these three men. It would not have been unreasonable 
for them to have re-traced their steps back towards home.( Am I the only one 
who finds the "return journey" a lot quicker than the original outward bound 
journey!) 
 

Yet, the Wise Men were warned not to retrace their steps but to go home another 
way. I would have found that immensely frustrating! This is because I am always 
more comfortable on familiar routes - to know where the sharp bends are, or to 
know which platform the train is due to leave or where to can stop off for a good 
coffee and a loo break. 
 

The story continues similarly when Joseph is warned to take Mary and Jesus 
away quickly to Egypt. To remain would mean certain death for Jesus. 
The Magi were returning home, the Holy family fleeing into exile unable to 
return until the death of Herod. 
 

Sometimes we are called to leave the security of "home" and the assurance of the 
well worn paths we all tread in our daily living. Yet the story Matthew records 
for us is one where God is calling the shots and what might be inconvenient on 
one level is ultimately about God caring for those in the story. 
 

Again when the time was right God speaks to Joseph about the return journey. 
Yes they were going back to Israel but to a different place - Nazareth. 
 

It is only by journeying with God we begin to discern his purposes. That may 
involve a physical journey but more likely it will be a journey of the heart to a 
place where God requires us to be. 
 

Wishing you all a Happy and Peaceful New Year for 2016. 
 

John, Alison, Eliot, Simon & Eve Gordon.   
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
First of all, best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year. We hope 2016 will 
be a good year for you, your family and friends. 
 
2016 will be the 200

th
 anniversary of the Congregational Church in Lewes. 

We have now set up a small group to look at how we mark this milestone in 
our Christian witness in the town. The group will be meeting for the first time 
shortly to develop some ideas to bring to Church Council and a future 
Congregational Meeting. We already have Sunday 27 November 2016 in our 
diary for a special service at Christ Church to celebrate the anniversary, 
which will be attended by Mr. Alan Yates, the URC’s National Lay Moderator.  
 
With the New Year, we move our charitable fund raising efforts to two new 
charities. Our overseas charity for 2016 is the Virtual Doctors and our home 
charity is the Bevern Trust. 
 

The Virtual Doctors uses online technology to link clinics in rural Zambia 
with doctors and specialists all over the world to assist in diagnosis and 
treatment. They are a leader in the developing area of "tele-medicine" and 
are based at Sussex University. 
 
The charity provides health centres in rural Zambia with a computer, internet 
connection, specialised 
tele-medicine software, 
diagnostic equipment 
such as digital camera 
and a simple 
microscope, full training 
and ongoing support. 
 
Clinic staff in Zambia 
use the system for more 
complex cases by 
creating a patient file 
with key information, 
medical history, symptoms, medication prescriptions, and digital images. 
 
They can then select an appropriately trained specialist from a database and 
send the patient file electronically. The “Virtual Doctor” then reviews the 
information and offers diagnostic and treatment advice with the click of a 
button 
 
Early discussions suggest that our focus should be the purchase of 5 
Samsung Galaxy tablet computers and specialist software. This will enable 
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five more clinics in the Kafue district of southern Zambia to link into the 
Virtual Doctors network, requiring total funding of around £2,000. We hope to 
launch the appeal with a special service at Christ Church in mid-March. 
 

The Bevern Trust is a local charity, based in Barcombe, which works for 
profoundly disabled people in this part of Sussex. The charity has a Christian 
foundation and ethos. It aims to “give love, freedom and opportunity to 
profoundly disabled people and their families, allowing them to get more out 
of life “. 
 

          
 
The Bevern Trust is currently fund raising for a new minibus to allow disabled 
people the freedom to get around that many of us take for granted. The 
people they care for often use motorised wheelchairs and need a more 
reliable, specially adapted minibus to replace the current ageing vehicle. This 
will enable them to get to education sessions, medical appointments, and 
church and social activities with family and friends. 
 
We are planning to invite a representative from the Trust to a future church 
service to tell us more about their work and what we can do to help them. 
More details later.  
 
We will keep you posted on the progress of our two charity appeals during 
2016 and hope that the Christ Church congregation will show its usual 
compassion and generosity in helping worthy causes. 
 
Neil Fisher Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost Administrative Secretary  
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  A PRAYER FOR 2016 
 

 May God make our year a happy one....! 
 
Not by shielding us from all the sorrows and pain, but by 
strengthening us to bear it as it comes. 
 
Not by making our path easy, but by making us strong to travel any 
path 
 
Not by taking hardship from us but by taking fear from our hearts 
 
Not by granting unbroken sunshine but by keeping our faces bright 
even in the shadows 
 
All these things we ask in His name.  
 
Amen 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
Receipts for 2015, at the time of writing, were £60,771.  We have 
received £760 from Hailsham Methodist Church for their share of the 
Minister’s expenses.  The collection at Sunday evening’s service for 
the Multan Women’s Hospital raised £87.  Payments for the year were 
£51,789.  This month we spent £456 on roof repairs and £177 to 
renew our copyright licence. 
 
As mentioned at Church Meeting, we have registered for online 
banking with Barclays with dual authorisation and we have 
successfully made two payments so far.  The first was a refund to Neil 
of £1 and the second £336 to Premier Christian Communications for 
advertising our Children and Families Worker job. 
 
Andrew 
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THINKTANK 
 

Wednesday 27 January 2016 7.30 - 9 pm 
Pauline Grant     
Why we need Trades Unions in Modern Society 
  
Pauline Grant (nee Thorne) was for many years senior administrator in the 
School of Cultural and Community Studies at the University of Sussex and 
throughout her career has been an active member of her trades unions 
NALGO and UNISON, of which she is a Past President. She has served on 
the Brighton Health Authority, the committees of several charities and 
pension schemes, and has wide experience of Employment Tribunals. She 
strongly believes that Trades Unions are a force for good, and vital for 
building a civilised society and a humane world. She is an active member of 
the Stanmer and Falmer Parochial Church Council. 

THANKS 
 

Many thanks to all those who sent cards, messages and flowers on the 
occasion of our 60th Wedding Anniversary last month.  
 

Jill and Peter 
 
On Friday 13 November Christ Church Tots organised a cake sale and total 
of £163 was raised.  This included donations from our congregation on the 
following Sunday.   Thank you to everyone who donated. 
 

Glenda 

 Central Sussex United Area  
 

Consultation Evening  
 

Same-Sex Marriage:  
Pastoral and Missional Implications for the Methodist Church  

 
Led by Rev. David Chapman  
and Rev. Heather Leake Date  

 
Christ Church, Lewes  

 
Tuesday 26 January, 7.30pm 
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Happy Birthday to those with 
 January Birthdays 

 
 

 
 
 

4 Alison Byrne 

6 Eleanor Smith 

25 Janet Cooper 

MAY POPE 
 
The year 2015 ended on a sad note with news of the death of May Pope. 
May was in her hundredth year (she would have been 100 years old next 
August) and was our oldest member. She was born Florence May Tester 
in 1916, and on leaving school age 14, she became a “pupil teacher” at 
Malling C.E. School. At that time, there was no Malling estate that we see 
today, and the school was located on the site of the Esso garage on 
Malling St. The present day Working Men’s Club was originally the school 
hall.  On 27 February 1935, she received a new pupil in her class. That 
pupil was John Phillips, on his first day at school. As May’s parents were 
unable to fund her to go to teacher training college, she took other work 
in the town.  She married local man Harry Pope in 1949 and the couple 
had no children, a situation which, in later life, May regretted.  Though 
May had affiliations to Eastgate Baptist church, she was a member of 
South Malling church when she and Harry transferred their membership 
to Lewes United Reformed Church in April 1980. In 1981, she was 
working as a sales assistant in the Electricity Board showrooms at the top 
of the town when John Phillips went in to purchase an electric fire (which 
he still uses) and thought there was something familiar about the 
assistant who served him. Later, when John joined Lewes URC, he would 
transport May and Harry to church on a Sunday, and it was on one of 
those journeys that their earlier connection was recognised. At Lewes 
URC, May was a member of the Women’s Fellowship and, for a time, of 
Grange House group.  Harry died in 1999 and as she became frailer 
following a series of falls, May moved for the last few years of her life to 
Lime Tree House in Ringmer. She had a good singing voice and could 
often be heard leading the singing at Lime Tree House, singing solo on 
occasions.  
 
Neil Fisher (with thanks to John, Daphne and Robert) 
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 NEW YEAR GREETINGS FROM THE TRAIDCRAFT STALL 

Thank you for your support over another year. This article taken from the monthly 
Traidcraft bulletin shows why I feel so strongly that we should support these groups 
that trade through Traidcraft that I am willing to keep this stall going. 
 
New Year resolution - to buy one extra product each month. Will you join me? 
 
Mavis 

 
 

  HAPPY  
            NEW 
                  YEAR! 
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 Church Calendar for January 2016 

 Fri 1 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 11 am New Year’s Day Walk 

 Sun 3 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr John Neal  
 6.30 pm United Epiphany Service with St.Anne's 

 Mon 4 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup at Irene's 

 Thu 7 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 8 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 10 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 11     8.00 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 13 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 15 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 17 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Martin Miller  
 6.30 pm CTLA United Service for Week of Prayer for  
                   Christian Unity at Christ Church 

 Wed 20 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 21 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 22 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 24 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship for Homelessness Sunday led by  
 Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 25 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 27 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. Pauline Grant - Why we need    
                   Trades Unions in Modern Society 

 Fri 29 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 31    10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dick Field  
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 FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 17 January at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 25 January 
 
Publication date - Sunday 31 January 

ROTAS FOR  JANUARY 2016 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

3 10 17 24 31 

Lindsay Frost Neil Fisher Robert Smith 
Geoffrey 
Cleave 

Alan Pett 

          

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett Vacant 

  Glenda Pett Glenda Pett     

Joy Tasker &  
Pat Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert 

Smith 

Andrew Buxton 
& Irene 
Gannon 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham 
Purdye 

Linda Beddow 
& Richard 
Partridge 

Richard  
Partridge 

  Robert Smith     

Liz Lunt Glenda Pett Glenda Pett Glenda Pett Glenda Pett 

Neil Fisher   Glenda Pett     

Robert and 
Eleanor 

Jane and Irene Joy and Pat 
Neil and Linda 

F 
Beattie and 

Graham 

Robert Graham Irene Robert Graham 

Irene and Anna Liz and Glenda 
Graham and 

Eleanor 
4th Sunday 

Glenda and 
Anna 



 
10 Christ Church Lewes 

 

   

   

SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


