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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 



1 Christ Church Lewes 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

“As Jesus drew near to the gate of the city, behold, a man who had 
died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow….Jesus had compassion on her and said “Do not weep”. 
Jesus said “Young man, I say to you arise”. The man got up and began 
to speak and Jesus gave him to his mother”. (Luke 7: 11- 15) 
 

In his novel “Our Man in Havana” Graham Greene writes of a hapless 
vacuum salesman, Jim Wormold, who is recruited to spy for his 
country. 
 
The story opens in the Wonder Bar in Havana where Wormold is 
enjoying a lunch time drink with his friend Dr. Hasselbacher. Wormold 
is moaning about the new model of vacuum cleaner, the Atomic Pile 
Cleaner, which is not selling very well. Dr. Hasselbacher dismisses this 
as teething problems. To this Wormold asks: 
“Do you never worry about anything, Dr Hasselbacher?” 
“I have a secret defence, Mr Wormold. I am interested in life.” 
 

Jesus along with a large crowd approaches the city of Nain. A coffin 
bearing the body of young man is being brought out. It would have 
been easy for Jesus to allow this moment pass. However, like Dr 
Hasselbacher, Jesus is interested in life! The distress and the pain of the 
widowed Mother’s grief was no barrier or excuse for Jesus not getting 
involved. 
 

Jesus consoles the mother and returns her only child to her. For Jesus 
the Kingdom of God was breaking into the present. Everything we do 
as humans, even death, is subject to God’s future kingdom. All life, all 
human situations are now too important for Jesus and for us to ignore. 
 

As disciples of Jesus, living in the light of Easter, we are called to live 
life to the full. Alleluia!  
 

With every Blessing. 
 

John Gordon 
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SECRETARIES NOTES 
 
May will be a busy time for the church. We have Christian Aid Week from 10-16 May 
and then our AGM on Sunday 24  May. 
 
Christian Aid is a char ity which aims to help everyone live a full life, free from 
poverty. Unfortunately, for many millions across the world, poverty afflicts every 
aspect of life ......  not enough to eat, lack of clean water, poor housing, and limited 
access to education and health care  The charity works globally for profound change 
that will eradicate the causes of poverty and promote equality, dignity and freedom for 
all, regardless of faith or nationality. It is also part of the wider movement for social 
justice. 
 
Christian Aid Week is the charity's biggest fund raising effort of the year and 
represents one of the largest annual acts of Christian witness across the country. It has 
been running since 1957 and aims to deliver 8 million red collection envelopes 
through front doors across Britain.  
 
At Christ Church, we have worked closely with other churches in the Lewes area to 
get the maximum fund raising coverage.  We have a dedicated band of collectors who 
cover the Wallands area of the town. Last year, we raised nearly £1600, which is 
topped up further by Gift Aid donations. Our collectors will be out again in May. 
Please give generously to this important charity and the work it does to help poor 
people across the world.  
 
Locally, the week will be launched by a special service at St Laurence's Church in 
Telscombe on the evening of Sunday 10 May. This is a delightful little downland 
church which will be seen at its best on a spring evening. Transport can be provided 
from Christ Church and we hope there will be a good turn out of our members at 
Telscombe.  
 
Later in the month, we have our Annual General Meeting . Four members of the 
Church Council (Irene, Pat, Anna and Eleanor) will be standing down, so there will be 
an election to fill the vacancies. All members of the church (apart from those already 
serving on Church Council) are eligible for nomination and we hope to have a good 
set of candidates available by the closing date for nominations on April 26.  
As well as looking back on the progress of the church over the last year, the AGM will 
also look forward to consider some changes to our arrangements to make sure we 
work as effectively as possible  to carry on our Christian witness. 
 
Neil Fisher -Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost - Administrative Secretary   
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Happy Birthday to those with 
 May Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

2 Sue Tillman 

11 Tim Partridge 

31 William Gunn 

Prayers for May 2015 
 
Lord, we want to thank you for all the blessings that you have given us – especially 
the hope and love that your Son brought to us.  Help us to remember our blessings 
when times seem tough, when we grieve, when we are ill, when we are sad, when we 
are worried or lonely.  Give us the peace that knowing the hope we have in you 
brings; and help us to rely on you totally. 
 
We pray for all those doing your work in the world: 

those bringing relief and help to those suffering from ebola,  
for those working in refugee camps or bringing food and aid to those suffering 

in war torn areas of the world 
for those working to bring peace where there is conflict 
for those being a neighbour to another 
 

We pray that we will do our small part, wherever we are. 
 
We pray for Christians around the world, delighted that as the world turns there are 
continually people waking to sing your praises and continue our prayers to you.  We 
pray that we all will be united in our love for you and not divided by our selfishness. 
We pray especially for those who are suffering persecution in your name.  May they 
continue to be strong in your love and grace. 
 
How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God’s people to live together in harmony!  
Psalm 133 

Sunday 17 May 2015 6.30 pm 
CHORAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
led by Revd John Gordon 
 
Our service will include music for the Seventh Sunday of Easter (Sunday 
after Ascension Day) by composers from the 16th century to the present day. 
We invite you to join in our praise for the Lord who is exalted above all, yet is 
with us always. 
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NEWS FROM DIDA SCHOOL IN GHANA  
 

One of our church members - David Williamson - helped to found "Ashanti 
Development", a charity which works with people in the Ashanti region of central 
Ghana on development projects, particularly to improve education, water and 
sanitation. 
Ashanti Development was Christ Church's "overseas charity of the year” in 2011. 
We raised over £2000 to provide equipment for a school in the village of Dida. 
Later, we received a presentation from David on how the money had been spent, 
accompanied by a memorable Ghanaian meal here at Christ Church. This is 
commemorated by a picture and colourful woven strip on the wall of the church. 
David's daughter, Dawn, visited Dida in January 2015 and this is her report on 
how the school is progressing. She has provided some pictures of the play 
equipment which we helped to provide. Thank you to Dawn and David for 
updating us on life in Dida.  
 
The Global Concerns Committee 
 

The school has two kindergarten (KG) years and 6 primary years. There are 181 

children enrolled in the school. The classrooms are in a long line with the head 

teacher’s office in the middle. The two KG classes are separate, the last time I visited 

the school these classes were under a mango tree as the roof had become unsafe but 

a community leader has paid for a new roof. 

 

The school has a latrine block with 3 toilets for girls and two for boys. This was funded 

by Ashanti Development. 

 

They have some play equipment, swings, a slide and a see saw which were funded by 

a church in Lewes through Ashanti Development. They play football, have nets, 1 

football, and an old and a new set of football shirts. The girls used to play football but 

there is currently no teacher who is able to train them. 

 

There is electricity throughout the 

school. The school has one 

computer which is used by 

children throughout the school. 

 

The school does not have any 

science equipment but it is able to 

borrow some from a centre in 

Nsuta, the local town. They have 

one set of maths equipment. They 

need equipment for the KG 

classes, for sorting, matching, 
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grouping etc. They currently use bottle tops. They also need ‘rods’ for the older 

children for adding, subtraction and multiplication. I couldn’t work out exactly what 

these are but the teachers used them in their training. They are available in Kumasi, 

the large city in central 

Ghana.  They have about 30 

library books which are plenty 

and also enough class readers. 

 

Water is available from the village 

borehole, but the hand pump is 

only unlocked at specific times 

and this does not coincide with 

school times and is an issue with 

the school. As it is the children 

who often collect the water for 

their homes, the pump is 

probably opened when the children are not in school. There is a small payment for all 

water collected which is used to cover maintenance costs. There is also a gutter and a 

water tank on the latrine building which is used in the rainy season. 

 

The school is part of the government feeding programme as it is considered to be a 

rural school in a poor area. This aims to provide all students with lunch but currently 

the funding levels are very low and two classes do not receive food. The food is 

cooked in a hut on the school grounds over a wooden fire in two large pots. One pot is 

for the carbohydrate, rice, yam or cassava, the other pot for the ‘soup’ made from 

ground nuts, tomatoes and vegetables. 

 

Nearly all the children go on to Junior High School (JHS) which covers years 7-9. 

Primary and JHS are nominally free of charge but there are costs for uniform, exercise 

books, pencils, PTA, exam fees etc. 

 

All year 2 and year 6 children were supplied with mosquito nets as part of a 

government programme. It is not known how many of these have been installed. Few 

children are covered by National Health Insurance which families have to buy to 

access free hospital appointments 

although it does not include 

medicines. This means if a child gets 

ill they are only taken to hospital 

when seriously ill as the hospital 

costs are high for these families. 

 

The headmasters said as we left, 

‘We will use any help to bring up 

children to a better future’. 
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SOUTHERN SYNOD 

 
Faith in a Changing Climate:  

Rediscovering the Community of 
Creation  

 

 
 

Saturday 4th July 2015  
From 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

at 
Brighthelm United Reformed Church,  

North Road, 
Brighton BN1 1YD 

Leaders:  
Rev. Dr. Richard Goldring, Southern Synod Development Officer for Education and 

Learning  
Rev. Alex Mabbs, Minister, Brighthelm Church & Community Centre (URC)  

 
About the Event 
The event takes place in the “green” city of Brighton and Hove, with its many creative and 
exciting environmental initiatives. It will not only show the critical importance of environmental 
concerns, and Biblical perspectives, that these are of central importance to God and therefore 
to all Christians; but also provide opportunities to explore what community groups, churches 
and individuals could do to live out their convictions. The event is part of “Earthyear”, Southern 
Synod's programme of engagement with climate change: www.earthyear.org.      
 
For further information (inc. programme), contact Richard 
(developmentofficer@urcsouthern.org.uk  020 8656 8950) or Alex (minister@brighthelm.org.uk 
07715 873932).  

http://earthyear.org
mailto:developmentofficer@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:minister@brighthelm.org.uk
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Wednesday 27 May 2015 7.30 - 9 pm 
THINKTANK 
Alex Kirby 
What price the media we deserve 
 
Alex Kirby attends St Michael’s. He has a degree in theology but his career 
has been as a journalist, dealing especially with environmental issues. He 
worked for the BBC for over 20 years in television, radio (including 
presenting the series Costing the Earth) and for the BBC News website. He 
now works with international groups of journalists and others involved in the 
media, and helps to run a website providing climate coverage to newsrooms 
worldwide. 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
At 8 April our receipts stand at £26,791.  Some members give me one annual 
donation and we have received the Gift Aid tax refund for 2014, so this figure is not 
representative of what we can expect for the year.  We have received £61 from 
closure of the “Youth Account”, which I have only recently discovered and 
therefore hasn’t been appearing in our Annual Accounts.  
Payments come to £12,189.  At the end of the first quarter I passed on £820 to the 
Women’s Hospital in Pakistan, £662 to Commitment for Life, £850 to Homelink 
and £2,593 to Christian Aid.  The National Insurance due on John’s “company” car 
benefit was £759 though this will be shared with Hailsham Methodist Church. 
 
Andrew 

TRAIDCRAFT STALL IN THE CONCOURSE 
 
Not many weeks ago, I was watching the stall’s bank balance very carefully and 
wondering if we could ever reach the point at which we would be able to send our 
usual donation to Traidcraft Exchange. Every time we were nearly there, we had to 
order new stock! I became quite dispirited and wondered if Christ Church really 
wanted a Traidcraft Stall. 
However, thanks to your continuing support of the project, at the end of March, we 
were able to send £400 to Traidcraft Exchange from our accumulated discount on a 
year’s working. This is the same amount as in the last two years. 
So, a big Hooray and Thanks to all of you – keep up the good work – it really does 
make a difference to small producers to have this outlet for their goods. 
Any questions and suggestions gratefully received and we will do our best to answer 
them or act on them.  
Because someone has asked for it, I have reordered the Fairtraded Hand Wash. It 
should be on the stall by the time you read this. We also still have the Laundry Liquid 
– on special offer. 
 
Mavis Elliott 
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 Church Calendar for May 2015 

 Fri 1 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 3 10.30 am Morning worship led by Ms Carmen Davies 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 4 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup 

 Thu 7 General Election 

 Fri 8 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 10 Christian Aid Week starts 
 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev John Gordon 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 
 6.30 pm Christian Aid Week service at St.Laurence,  
 Telscombe village 

 Wed 13 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Thu 14 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 15 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 17 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Valerie Colgate 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 18 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 20 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 22 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 24 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Pentecost worship led by Rev John Gordon 
 12 noon Congregational Meeting (AGM) 

 Mon 25 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 27 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank.  Alex Kirby  - What price the  
 media we deserve? 

 Thu 28 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 29 10.30 am - 12.00 pm followed by lunch Messy Church 

 Sun 31 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Peter Ingram 
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ROTAS FOR  MAY 2015 

 3 10 17 24 31 

Transport Brenda Vance Lindsay Frost  Alan Pett Robert Smith Neil Fisher 

Flowers Pat Vacant Janet Linda B Vacant 

Flower  
Distribution 

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor 
Smith 

Glenda Pett Margaret 
Townend 

Communion 
Servers 

Brenda Vance 
& 1 other 

  Richard  
Partridge 

    

Door Stewards 
am 

Joy Tasker & 
Pat Thompson 

Robert Smith & 
Linda Beddow 

Andrew 
Buxton & 
Irene 
Gannon 

Richard 
Partridge & 
Graham 
Purdye 

Hazel 
Freeman & 
Linda Beddow 

Door Stewards 
pm 

Richard 
Partridge 

  Robert Smith     

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Brenda 
Vance 

Brenda 
Vance 

Brenda 
Vance 

Brenda 
Vance 

 Lindsay Frost 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

 Lindsay Frost   Richard  
Partridge 

    

Coffee Beattie &  
Graham 

Linda & Anna Viv &  
Lindsay 

Congregational  
Meeting 
No coffee 

Pam &  
Geoffrey 

PowerPoint Irene Graham Robert Irene Robert 

Sunday Club Graham & 
Glenda 

Liz & Anna Irene & 
Michaela 

4th Sunday Glenda &  
Eleanor 

 JUNE NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 17 May at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 25 May 
 
Publication date - Sunday 31 May 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


