
1 Christ Church Lewes 
 

CHRIST CHURCH 
United Reformed and Methodist 

 

NEWSLETTER     
FEBRUARY 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

Prince Edward’s Road 
Lewes BN7 1BL 

 
www.christ-church-lewes.org 

Follow us on Twitter @christchlewes 

In this issue . . . 

 From the Secretaries 

 Vreni Smith 1928-2014 

 Message from Karen 

 Housegroup News 

 



 
2 Christ Church Lewes 

 
  

 

MINISTER 
 
Reverend John Gordon 
44 Windsor Road 
Hailsham 
BN27 3HL 
01323 845380  
revjohngordon@btinternet.com  
 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
 
Neil Fisher 
28 Caburn Crescent 
Lewes 
BN7 1NR 
01273 471487 
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
 
Lindsay Frost 
5 Barn Hatch Close 
Lewes 
BN7 1FA 
01273 486448 
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com 
 
CHURCH TREASURER: 
 
Andrew Buxton 
21 The Gallops 
Lewes 
BN7 1LR 
Tel: 01273 477997 
andrew.buxton@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Church Website:   www.christ-church-lewes.org 
Church Office Telephone: 01273 488237 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 
 

The final verse of the Canticle of Zechariah (The Benedictus) reads as 
follows from Luke’s gospel. 
 

“In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break 
upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet on the road of peace”. 
 

I have just returned from a couple of days in Milan with Alison. We had a 
lovely time and deeply enjoyed our 15 minutes in front of Leonardo da 
Vinci’s “Last Supper” (or Cenacolo). 
 

We flew from Stansted to Bergamo airport. We were treated to a spectacular 
view of the Alps as we flew along in brilliant sunshine. Suddenly below us 
was a blanket of cloud which obscured the land below us. Not long after we 
began our descent into Bergamo with the pilot guiding us safely to our 
destination. On the ground as we left the airplane we saw the mountains and 
the clouds above them. 
 

Had we arrived by train the weather would have been overcast and cool but I 
knew that above the clouds there was brilliant sunlight. Courtesy of the plane 
we had come “down from heaven” into Bergamo. Had we started the day on 
Terra Firma we would not have seen the sun. 
 

I was reminded of the words of Zechariah about God’s tender compassion 
dawning from on high upon those on the earth that are living in darkness. 
 

On that day I could have looked at the low cloud cover and have grumbled 
about the lack of sun. But as we know the sun is always there and of course 
the cloud would not remain for ever and the sunshine would push on through. 
 

So let us believe that God is always there to bless us, to take us away from 
the fear of death and lead us all onto the road of peace. 
 

With Every Blessing.  
 

John Gordon. 
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
This edition of the Newsletter includes a summary of the family tributes at the 
Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Vreni Smith, held on Monday 22 December. 
This was an inspiring and joyous occasion. Later that same week, we were sorry to 
learn of the death of Doris Barker, on Boxing Day morning. Doris was a faithful 
member and attender of this church, before failing health forced a move to Copper 
Beech Nursing Home. In her fifty and more years at the church, she was a leader of 
the Junior Department of the Sunday School, and was also very active in organising 
social activities. Particular events which come to mind are two Flower Festivals and 
an Old Time Music Hall, and also helping with the Friendship Lunches. Please 
remember her niece and her friends.  
 
In February, we will be turning our minds to the issue of same-sex marriage in 
churches of the United Reformed Church (URC). Same-sex marriage has been 
allowed by law in England and Wales since March 2014 and in Scotland since 
December 2014. This has led to requests to some URC ministers and congregations 
– but not yet here at Christ Church - for same-sex marriage services. However, in 
England and Wales, local churches may not go ahead alone. The law will only 
permit same-sex marriages in URC buildings if the Church’s General Assembly 
expressly allows this. 
 
The URC General Assembly, meeting in Cardiff in summer 2014, received a report 
(“One Plus One”) on this matter and debated it at some length. Despite much 
prayerful discussion, no consensus on the issue could be found. Eventually, it was 
agreed that the best way forward would be to refer the question to the wider church 
for consultation and comment. 
 
The URC General Assembly is not asking what we want to do locally here at 
Christ Church.  
 
They are asking for our views on the question “Should local URC congregations 
who want to offer and host same-sex marriages services be allowed by the 
Church to do so?” and they are seeking views by the end of March 2015 . This 
process will be a consultation, not a referendum with individual views tallied up in a 
big head count, and we are not, as a church, making any decision. 
 
For several weeks now, copies of the “One Plus One “booklet have been available 
from the Church office (see one of the secretaries if you would like a copy). The 
booklet is also available on the web at http://tinyurl.com/ohjxnyz 
 
The booklet looks at human sexuality and marriage from a number of different 
viewpoints, including history, popular culture, scripture, and changing 
interpretations of it. We recommend that you take the time to read the booklet, as it 
can only improve your understanding of this complex and vexed issue. 
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In order to find out the views of the Christ Church congregation, there will be a 
meeting at Christ Church on Saturday February 7 from 10:00 am, to finish by 12.30 
pm. At this meeting, we will be consider ing the issues raised and taking a vote on 
the above question to get the opinions of our congregation which can then be passed 
on to the United Area. Coffee will be served from 9:30 am, and transport will be 
provided for those who need it.  
 
We hope you will make the effort to come along and join in the discussion. 
 
Neil Fisher   Church Secretary 
Lindsay Frost    Administrative Secretary  

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
I have yet to receive the final bank statement for 2014 but figures so far are Receipts 
= £68,755 and Payments = £67,971. Over the Christmas period we collected £235 for 
Homelink at Vreni’s service,  £87 from carol singing for Action for Children, £186 
for the Lewes Group for Support of Refugees and Asylum Seekers and £84 for 
Refuge (which provides safe houses for women suffering domestic violence) at the 
Carol Service.  Other significant payments have been £693 to Lewes Foodbank, £176 
for our copyright licence, £2844 for the new projection equipment and £171 for 
software for the church computer. 
 
Several of our “other causes” have sent their thanks for our generous giving in 2014. 

Flower Rota for 2015  
 

You may have noticed that the new flower rota for 2015 is now up in the 
concourse, but there are at the moment very few entries on it.  Could you 
consider whether you could do the flowers on some occasions? 
You don't need to do beautiful arrangements - you can just put a bunch of 
flowers in a vase.  There are lots of vases in the cupboard under the sink in 
the flower room to choose from. Other people bring a plant in a pot.  Some 
people choose a date for the flowers which has some special memory for 
them.   

 
If you would like to give some flowers but you are still unsure what to do  
please ask me any questions you have.  

 
Eleanor Smith 
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VRENI SMITH 1928-2014 
 
For more than 50 years Vreni was one of the most faithful and certainly one of the 
most energetic members of our church. She saw it transformed from Lewes 
Congregational Church to Lewes United Reformed Church and then to the URC 
Methodist Ecumenical Partnership, Christ Church. She wasn’t just someone who 
occupied a pew on Sundays; she was a deacon/elder/member of Church Council, 
Church Friend, transport officer, an active supporter of the Women’s/Link Group, 
Friendship Evenings/Lunches, Churches Together in the Lewes Area, Homelink, the 
Ringmer House Group, the Book Club and Thinktank. In spite of her urge ‘to do 
something’, as her daughter Anna reminded a packed Thanksgiving Service on 21 
December 2014, she still had time to be herself, a genuine and generous friend to all, 
especially those passing through difficult times or too frail to participate as they once 
did.  
 
She was born Vreni Spinner in Erstfeld, in the Swiss Canton of Uri, in a farming 
community. Her mother was a nurse and her father a pastor in a Protestant Church 
associated with the fifteenth century Reformer Jan Hus. In 1948 Vreni was sent to 
England as an au pair to two elderly ladies in order to discourage a blossoming 
relationship with a young Italian. In Cambridge she attended Emmanuel 
Congregational Church and it was there, in 1954 before we were married, that we 
first got to know her. Earlier Vreni and Ken had met at a Rag Week party and they 
were married in 1950. Her father, who conducted the wedding in Switzerland, did not 
want it to be in his own parish because too many would come ‘gawking’. Ken and 
Vreni lived in Cambridge for a few years, then for a year in California before moving 
to Ringmer in 1962, when Ken became Professor of Physics at the new University of 
Sussex.   
 
Besides the church, Vreni was involved in many local activities including the 
National Trust, the Ringmer History Society, WEA classes, the House of Friendship, 
the Phoenix Centre, the Blind Club, rambling, swimming, and having lunches with a 
University women’s group. She organised short holidays for small groups of friends 
but more importantly family skiing holidays from the time she was in Cambridge to 
2013; only then she finally hung up her boots. She travelled widely, visiting China, 
Pakistan, South Africa, Cuba, Alaska, Iceland and, for her 80th birthday, Iran. Her 
final trip, with her daughter Helen, was to St Petersburg in May 2014. 
Vreni’s grandchildren remember her as a family matriarch, who read to them, taught 
them the Lord’s Prayer as well as how to ski, guided and encouraged them and took 
pride in their achievements. When she died they discovered that she had kept every 
single letter and card that they had sent her.  
 
Ken died in 2012. Vreni is survived by her children Carry, Helen, Anna and Danny 
and it is significant that all of them have entered caring professions. 
 
Marion and David Smith 
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MESSAGE FROM KAREN . . . 

 
I received an email from Karen Terry in Kenya just before Christmas, which was too 
late for insertion in the current Church Newsletter, in which she asked to be 
remembered to all her friends in our church.  The following are some extracts from 
her email: 
  
“Happy Christmas and a blessed-filled New Year to everyone – I send my good 
wishes to the everyone at the church. I am so looking forward to seeing you all in 
May. 
 
“We are all well here and busily preparing for the Children’s Christmas Party 
tomorrow. Then on the 29th we have a team of eleven visitors from the ‘Go Near 
Ministry Team’ in the USA staying with us for three weeks, there is a lot of 
preparation going on in my house in readiness for their arrival.  They have a packed 
three weeks and together we will be ministering and serving in the Women’s Prison, 
the slums and many other places as well as our own two ABC Projects. 
 
“I recently set up fun days for our youngest children. These children live in our 
children’s home and are unable to return to their community for a number of 
different reasons. We had a great time doing many activities including swimming, 
football and craft activities. “It was heart-warming to see their big smiles when  I 
pulled out of a box of Lego, they were so excited! 
 
“I have such fond memories of Christmas at Church [in Lewes], especially the 
Church Carol Party and I remember well when the Junior Choir went to Claydon 
House, how I loved singing to the elderly.” 
  
We look forward to seeing Karen again in May and to hearing more about the events 
to which she refers above. Please remember Karen 
Rachel (Smith) and Rachel (Cooper) in your prayers. 
 
Peter 

THINKTANK 
 
Wednesday 25 February 2015 7.30 - 9 pm  
Professor Emanuel de Kadt  
 
Religion in Development: is it help or hindrance? 
Emanuel de Kadt is emeritus professor in the department of cultural 
anthropology at Utrecht University. From 1961-1969 he taught at the London 
School of Economics and then worked for 27 years at the Institute for 
Development Studies at the University of Sussex. His has written widely on 
social policy and on issues relating to religion and society; his book Assertive 
Religion was published in 2013.  
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Happy Birthday to those with 
February Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

9 Sylvia Hübbe 

22 Alan Pett 

26 Michael Frost 

26 John Phillips 

NEW YEAR WALK  
 

This year we had a very good turn-out for our annual New Year’s Day walk, despite 
the cold and cloudy weather. We started at Cliffe Corner in Lewes and the steep 
climb up Chapel Hill soon got the blood flowing. Once up on the top of the downs, 
near the golf clubhouse, we were exposed to the full blast of the wind. This made 
for a “bracing” walk around the ridge to the slippery top of Mount Caburn. The 
intrepid party are pictured below on the top of Caburn, by which time all the festive 
cobwebs had been well and truly blown away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a great relief to descend to the relative shelter of Oxteddle Bottom, where the 
conditions were much calmer.  A highlight of this part of the walk was seeing a roe 
deer grazing next to a herd of cattle. We used the new access land rights to follow 
the dry valley down to Southerham and the path alongside the river back to Lewes. 
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HOUSEGROUP NEWS 
 
Members of Grange Housegroup (and friends) enjoy their late Christmas lunch at the 
home of Linda and Neil Fisher. Becky Bostwick (Fisher), assisted by Linda, did the 
catering, and proceeds went to the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grange Housegroup meets fortnightly on Thursday afternoons at the home of 
Daphne Pattenden. New members are always welcome. Please see Daphne or one of 

the other members if you are interested. 

TRAIDCRAFT STALL in the HALL 
 
New Year – New Year resolution – Buy something from the Stall! 
Is there anything you think we ought to be stocking? Please let us know. 
The Spring/Summer catalogue will be along soon! Watch out for it. 

THANKS! 
 
A big Thank You for cards, flowers, and especially prayers that helped me through 
the dark times.  God bless you loads in 2015....Pat. 
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Church Calendar for February 2015 

 Sun 1 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Peter Rayson  
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev John Gordon  

 Mon 2 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup at Jeannette's 

 Fri 6 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 7 10 am – 12.30 pm Church Meeting to discuss response to  
 issue of same sex marriage. 

 Sun 8 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev John Gordon 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 9 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 11 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Thu 12 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 13 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
 12 noon Friendship Lunch 

 Sun 15 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Jim Thorneycroft 
 3 pm Homelink service of Thanksgiving and Commitment 
 at Eastgate Baptist 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev Geoffrey Whitfield  

 Wed 18 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 20 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
 10.30 am - 11.30 am Messy Church 
 5.30 pm Book group 

 Sun 22 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev John Gordon 
 12 noon Congregational Meeting 

 Mon 23 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 25 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. 

 Thu 26 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 27 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 28 Earthyear 2015 Quiet Day at West Wickham URC 

neil
Strikeout

neil
Strikeout

neil
Strikeout

neil
Strikeout
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MARCH NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 8 February at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 16 February 
 
Publication date - Sunday 22 February 

ROTAS FOR  FEBRUARY 2015 

 1 8 15 22 

Transport Geoffrey Cleave Alan Pett Robert Smith Geoffrey 
Cleave 

Flowers Vacant Anna Jane Vacant 

Flower  
Distribution 

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

Communion 
Servers 

 Andrew Buxton & 
Lindsay Frost 

Richard  
Partridge 

 

Door  
Stewards am 

Joy Tasker & Pat 
Thompson 

Robert Smith & 
Linda Beddow 

Robert Smith & 
Irene Gannon 

Richard  
Partridge &  
Graham Purdye 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Richard Partridge  Robert Smith  

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Andrew Buxton Andrew Buxton Andrew Buxton Andrew Buxton 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Lindsay Frost  Richard  
Partridge 

 

Coffee Jane & Irene Beattie & Graham Linda & Irene Pam &  
Geoffrey 

Powerpoint Irene Robert Graham Tom 

Sunday Club Graham & Anna Glenda & Michaela Irene & Liz 4th Sunday 

 



 
10 Christ Church Lewes 

 

   

   

SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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