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Our Minister writes: 
 
Dear Friends, 

Wednesday 6th March is Ash 
Wednesday, the start of Lent. 
Most of the country will be 
encouraged by advertising on the 
Tuesday to open their kitchen 
cupboards and select a few basic 
ingredients in order to mix up a 
batter mixture and turn out 
pancakes – to be topped with 
your choice of delicious fillings 
such as lemon and sugar, 

banana and maple syrup, chocolate syrup…it’s difficult to 
stop my mind once it starts on this track! 
 
We should not miss what is missing for most when they 
celebrate Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day). The word 
“shrove” derives from the old English “shrive” with a root 
meaning “confess”. The preparation that takes place on 
Shrove Tuesday is to eat a thoroughly yummy (rich) tea of 
pancakes made with plenty of butter, sugar and eggs in 
readiness for Ash Wednesday (and Lent) with its more 
minimalist, confessional, penitential flavour. 
 
We may not dress in sackcloth, fast and pour ashes upon 
ourselves but we can still take Lent seriously as Christians 
in the 21st century. Sometimes I wonder how I’ve got to 
where I’ve got to. You may need to read that sentence 
again! How often do you take time before God to ask the 
serious questions of your life? What has brought you to 
this moment? How am I living in this moment? What is 
Christ to me, and what is the depth of his call which I am 
following? Lent has traditionally been a period of time 
when Christians are more consciously open before God, 
and indeed there may be things that we discover we need 
to confess. The illustration above may be suggestive of 
Jesus prostrate, or an early follower, in the Judaean 



wilderness resisting temptations or wrestling with difficult 
decisions. However it might be us, albeit in very modern 
garb and sat in an armchair, contemplating deeply about a 
life lived with God. How far are we hearing God’s voice 
clearly so that, as with Jesus, we are able to respond to 
the “If you are (a child of God)..” with “It is written…” 
(Matthew 4:1 – 11)? Such contemplation leads to us being 
active in our world. if we are simply reactive all the time we 
offer the world a poor response to the call of Christ in us. 
 
As part of your praying this Lent please include the 
following as we seek to be partners in the Gospel of Christ 
together: 

• Christ Church (Lewes): the ecumenical Lent lunches 
being held with St Anne’s Parish Church, and the 
reflective study each week 

• Cross Way Church (Seaford): for the on-going work 
of planning for the redevelopment of the building 

• The Old Chapel (Alfriston URC): for an ecumenical 
exploration of how we engage in mission in Alfriston 

 
May Jesus walk closely with you on your Lenten path, and 
your heart be strangely warmed as his Holy Spirit guides 
you. 
 
Revd Andrew Mills 
 

 

 

 

 



From the Secretaries 

A new beginning and new relationships. 

Welcome to the March edition of the Christ Church Link. 
Our new minister Andrew and his family are now settling in 
and we are starting to get to know them and welcome 
them into our church family, and we look forward to 
moving forward together. We would like to thank all those 
involved in the recent events, especially our friends at 
Cross Way who worked tremendously hard to ensure that 
the induction service went off smoothly, and we look 
forward to working with them as the relationship between 
the two churches develops. We would also like thank Dr 
Graham Campling and Rev Jim Thorneycroft, who both 
played an important part in our search for a new minister, 
as our Interim Moderator. We wish them both well in their 
“retirement”. 

One new change which Andrew has requested is that this  
newsletter is published monthly from now on. The 
publication date will continue to be the final Sunday of the 
preceding month, and the deadline for items for inclusion 
will be the Wednesday before that 



Lent Study Groups 

As in past years, there will be ecumenical Lent study 
groups in the town, one during the evening and one during 
the day. 

In the evenings, Churches Together in the Lewes Area is 
organising evening Lent groups on Thursday evenings 
from 7.30-9pm. This will be held in the upstairs hall at 
Christ Church, for five sessions., beginning on Thursday 
14 March and ending on Thursday 11 April. 

 The course will be using the York course for 2019, called 
“Daring to see God now”. It was written by Bishop Nick 
Baines, a regular speaker on R4’s‘Thought for the Day’ 
and it is based on Mark’s Gospel. The approach is 
ecumenical, with presenters from various Christian 
denominations. Refreshments will be available from 7pm. 
Churches Together are very grateful to Christ Church for 
allowing us to use their welcoming premises once again. 

You can find out more about this year’s course by going to 
the link below: 

https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/daring-to-see-god-now-2/# 

During the day, St. Anne’s church will also again be 
running a Lent study course, weekly on a Tuesday starting 
on Tuesday 12th March. The course will be led by Canon 
Richard Moatt and will comprise the following programme: 

10.30am            Holy Communion (optional) 
11.00am            Refreshments and discussion 
Noon                 Simple lunch of soup. 

All are welcome at either of these courses. 

 

https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/daring-to-see-god-now-2/


Think Tank 

The next meeting is on Wednesday 20 March 2019 at 
7.30pm, when the speaker is Professor Avril Loveless. 
She will be speaking on: 

Refugee Tales: immigration detention in the UK 

Avril is a retired Professor of Education at the University of 
Brighton and a trustee of Gatwick Detainees Welfare 
Group (GDWG). She will talk about the group that visits 
people in immigration removal centres and explore moral 
and legal issues that the use of such centres raises for 
contemporary society. Refugee Tales is a GDWG project 
which draws attention to the stories of people who have 
been held in immigration detention.  

 

Church Council elections – nominations 
required. 

The Church AGM will be held on 14 April, and will include 
the election of members of Church Council. Irene Gannon 
has come to the end of her first term, and will be eligible 
for election, as will any other church member not currently 
on Church Council. There will be three vacancies to be 
filled, if possible. The closing date for nominations is 24 
March. 

 

Music and Prayer for the First Sunday in Lent 

10 March 2019  6.30 pm 

You are invited to an hour of music, prayer, readings and 
reflection, as we look forward over the coming weeks and 
prepare for the joyful celebration of the Easter season. 



Food bank 

With the crocus and daffodils blooming it seems a long 
time ago that we were planning, organising and giving out 
Christmas Hampers, or hamsters as well call them. We 
provided extra meals, Christmas goodies, fruit, 
vegetables, chickens, sausages and bacon as well as 
cleaning supplies and toiletries to 81 households, serving 
241 adults and children- double last year’s number. Our 
clients picked up all their Christmas ambient goods such 
as gravy, custard, canned meats etc…as well as their 
usual weekly fare on Monday December 17th and all the 
fresh meat and produce and, yes, more goodies, on 
December 24th.  Due to the generosity of local churches, 
organisations and individuals, each household also 
received 10 Lewes Pounds, families were given vouchers 
for the Lewes Depot cinema and individuals and couples 
received vouchers for the 12/31 Trinity Café at St John’s 
Sub Castro! Our clients were so grateful and astonished 
that other people would care so much about their situation 
and want to help in such practical ways. There were many 
tears when the vouchers were found in the Christmas 
cards we gave clients- and not always theirs.  

The New Year has seen more households referred to us 
and we now serve and average of 34 households a week. 
We also support The Open Door charity and provide fresh 
produce in term time to the St Pancras School’s mini food 
bank.   

FareShare, the charity from whom we get 60 – 70% of our 
food, is experiencing difficulties in maintaining the volume 
of food they can deliver.  This is putting additional 
pressure on our financial resources and we are very 
happy that we will soon be starting to collect baked goods 
and produce from Waitrose on Sunday afternoons. 

Do you, your friends or family have a stash of unused 
toiletries, hotel freebies and so on in your bathroom 
cabinets? If so, our clients would love to have them. 



Please put any you collect in our donation bin in the 
Concourse 

Thank you for all your continued prayers and donations- 
they really do make a difference. 

Helen Chiasson, Food Bank Coordinator 

 

Passion Play 2020 

We have a number of forthcoming activities planned as we 
move up a gear in preparations for 2020. We look forward 
to people becoming more involved as we move forward.  
  
Wednesday/Thursday 17th & 18th April: Easter Drama 
Workshop for 10-16year olds. 10am-4pm, Trinity St 
John's Centre.   
Come and create your own version of the Easter Story to 
perform in the town on Easter Saturday (20th  April). This 
will be in partnership with members of the Lewes Passion 
Play team and youth leaders.  £10.00 voluntary donation 
per child. 
  
Saturday May 11th:  Night at the Musicals  
Come and enjoy an evening of songs from the shows with 
singers from LPP and others. Listen, enjoy and join in! If 
you would like to sing at this event please let us know 
ASAP.  Tickets £10  
  
Saturday July 20th: The Launch - Sign up Saturday  
This is an opportunity to find out more about the 2020 
production and sign up to become involved. (Time and 
venue tbc)  
  
Saturday July 27th: Garden Party at Castle Lodge, 
Lewes 2.30-5pm  
Enjoy the gardens with music, cream tea and much more!   
 



Church Walks 
 
Once a month (usually the third Sunday), we have a walk 
in the Sussex countryside, starting out as soon as we can 
after our Sunday morning worship finishes. The walks are 
usually three to four miles long and take about two hours. 
We sort out chosen routes nearer the time, but in the last 
couple of months we have done our annual New Year’s 
Day walk to Mount Caburn, then in the downs behind 
Seaford and Newhaven (see photo), and most recently 
around the downland village of Telscombe. It’s a good time 
for fellowship and fresh air. All are welcome. 
 

 
 
 



 

 



Church Calendar for March 2019 

 Fri 1 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 3 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Gwyneth Watkinson 

 Wed 6 Ash Wednesday – Lent begins 

 Thu 7 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 8 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 10 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion  
led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 6.30 pm Music and Prayer service 

 Mon 11 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Tue 12 10.30 am - 12.30 pm Lent Study Group at St. Annes 

 Wed 13 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Thu 14 7.30 pm - 9 pm Lent Study Group at Christ Church 

 Fri 15 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 16 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at TRINITY Southover  

 Sun 17 10.30 am Morning worship led by Dr Graham Campling 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Tue 19 10.30 am - 12.30 pm Lent Study Group at St. Annes 

 Wed 20 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank 

 Thu 21 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 
 7.30 pm - 9 pm Lent Study Group at Christ Church 

 Fri 22 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 24 9.30 am Messy Sunday 

 Mon 25 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Tue 26 10.30 am - 12.30 pm Lent Study Group at St. Annes 

 Wed 27 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 28 7.30 pm - 9 pm Lent Study Group at Christ Church 

 Fri 29 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 30 10.30 am - 1 pm Churches Together Lent Event - 'Sent to 
Proclaim Freedom' with Anna Glenton 



 Sun 31 10.30 am Mothering Sunday worship  
led by Rev Dr Richard Goldring 

 Mon 1 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Tue 2 10.30 am - 12.30 pm Lent Study Group at St. Annes 

 Thu 4 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 
 7.30 pm - 9 pm Lent Study Group at Christ Church 

 Fri 5 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 7 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Bell 

 



Rotas for March 

 March March March March March April 
 3 10 17 24 31 7 

 
  Communion   

4th Sunday    
Messy 
Church 

Mothering 
Sunday 

  

Transport  Brenda Graham Neil Alan Brenda Graham 

Flowers  Janet   
 

  Joy   

Flower 
Distribution  

Viv        Glenda    

Welcoming Andrew 
Buxton & 

Hazel 
Freeman  

Brenda Vance 
& Linda 
Fisher 

Joy Tasker & 
Janet Cooper 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham 
Purdye 

Linda 
Beddow & 

Pat 
Thompson 

Joy Tasker & 
Janet Cooper 

Vestry 
Stewards am 

Lindsay Frost Lindsay Frost Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Lindsay Frost Lindsay Frost Brenda Vance 

Coffee  Viv & Lindsay Brenda & 
Norman 

Linda B. & 
Janet 

  Viv & Lindsay Beattie & 
Graham 

PowerPoint  Graham Andrew/Neil Irene Neil Graham Irene 

Sunday Club  Alison Glenda Graham   Irene  Alison 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

    Richard 
Partridge 

      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The publication date is normally the final Sunday of the 
preceding month, and items for inclusion should be sent to 
the Secretary by the Wednesday before that date. 



  

 

 

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


