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MINISTER 
 
We are currently seeking a minister to replace Rev John Gordon who moved to 
Banstead URC in June 2017. 
 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
 
Neil Fisher 
28 Caburn Crescent 
Lewes 
BN7 1NR 
01273 471487 
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
 
Lindsay Frost 
5 Barn Hatch Close 
Lewes 
BN7 1FA 
01273 486448 
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com 
 
CHURCH TREASURER: 
 
Irene Gannon 
7 Middleham Close 
Ringmer 
BN8 5EN 
01273 813003 
fairenough5@yahoo.com 
 
Church Website:   www.christ-church-lewes.org 
Church Office Telephone: 01273 488237 
 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

I would like to say thank you for the wonderful leaving lunch and the thoughtful gifts 
of the card, the picture of the Lewes tapestry and the cheque. 
 

The picture, alongside of a framed photograph of the Seven Sisters, will be hung 
proudly in our new home in Banstead. With some of the money I will buy a 
Moroccan Olive tree that will be planted in our new back garden. This will be a 
permanent reminder of all of you each morning as I open the curtains.   
 

The day after my last service with you, Alison and I drove down to Bath to take a hot 
air balloon ride over the city. 
 

As we took off we began to float over all the beautiful buildings soaring past the tall 
spires of the ancient churches. It was a spectacular sight in the early evening summer 
sun. 
 

What was visible to us but totally invisible to those who walk along the pavements 
was a special message. One of the city centre churches had turned their roof into a 
wayside pulpit. 
 

As we were literally floating towards the heavens here was this message of God's 
love spelt out on the roofing tiles! 
 

I thrill at the creative approach of this church seeing the "bigger picture". Bath is well 
renowned for its hot air balloon community. Over the years thousands will have read 
this message of God's love shown to all the world in Jesus. Had we not been floating 
in the sky we would not have seen it. 
 

We are reminded of the immense and complex universe which God created and our 
unique role as human beings. For a short time we are placed by God here to walk 
with him. This is only possible because God came amongst us in Jesus. 
 

My prayers and love for the future. 
 

Regards, 
 

John Gordon.      
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
By the time you read this, we will have said goodbye to Rev. John Gordon, who 
leaves us after nearly seven years as our Minister. We wish John and his family every 
success and happiness in their new life in Surrey. His induction at Banstead URC is 
on the morning of Saturday July 22 and we hope that some Christ Church members 
will be able to attend. Please let us know if you would like to go and we will try to 
put transport arrangements in hand. 
 
In the meantime, we have been working on the first steps towards appointing a new 
Minister. This requires preparation of a "Local Ministry and Mission 
Review" (LMMR) document, setting out where the church currently stands and its 
ambitions and priorities for the future. A group representing different areas in the life 
of the church was appointed by at the Annual Congregational Meeting in May, and 
they have made good progress. The finished LMMR document will be circulated to 
members and presented to a special Congregational Meeting on Sunday July 2 for 
approval. Please make every effort to attend this meeting and have your say on the 
future priorities for Christ Church. 
 
If the LMMR is agreed, it will then be considered by the Central Sussex United Area 
(CSUA), alongside similar documents produced by other churches in the area who 
have ministerial vacancies. There are a number of these churches, as several ministers 
have moved on recently in the CSUA. As none of these churches could justify a full-
time minister on their own, decisions will then be made on which churches are best 
linked by a joint ministerial appointment. If all goes well, the ministerial vacancies 
will be advertised using the normal denominational processes in the autumn. At the 
time of writing, we do not know whether we will be seeking a URC or Methodist 
minister. 
 
Andrew Buxton, our Church Treasurer, has indicated that he wishes to stand down 
from the post after over nine years’ service, and we wish to thank him for his faithful 
service over that period. We are very pleased to be able to tell you that Irene Gannon 
has offered to take on the post. Irene has a lot of financial experience and we are sure 
that she will settle into the post quickly. As you know, Irene is already active in many 
areas of church life, but cannot be expected to continue with all of these tasks as she 
takes on the additional duties of Treasurer. If you can help by volunteering to do 
more to help church life, please let us know. 
 
The last few weeks have been overshadowed by the death of Rev. Geoffrey 
Whitfield. He brought a huge amount to church life: regularly leading our morning 
and evening services with his distinctive style of preaching, carrying out a great deal 
of pastoral work with members of the congregation who were ill or lonely, founding 
the Think Tank discussion group, and enthusing us all with the many causes and 
passions with which he identified.  
 
Geoffrey was devastated by the death of his beloved wife, Jean, in early April. 
Nevertheless, he gamely led our Good Friday service the following week and then the 
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thanksgiving service for Jean here at Christ Church later in April. The loss was too 
much for him and he died broken hearted .He will be much missed by us all. May he 
rest in peace. 
 
We are making preparations for the Holiday Club on the theme "Polar Explorers" 
from August 2-4. We have been in discussions with the Brighton & Hove City 
Mission, who have offered to help us run the Holiday Club. The City Mission are a 
non-denominational group who have worked to spread the good news of Jesus Christ 
for over 150 years (a booklet on their history is available in the church) and currently 
work in schools, food banks and rest/care homes.  Helpfully, they have done the 
"Polar Explorers" sessions before and are familiar with it. The Mission Director, 
Julian Haddow, will be assisting our worship here on the Sunday after Holiday Club 
(August 6). 
 
If you are going on holiday over July or August , we wish you a happy and relaxing 
time  
 
Neil Fisher   Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost     Administrative Secretary  

THINKTANK 
 

Wednesday 26 July 2017   7.30 - 9 pm  
David Hutchinson   Diesel: unintended consequences of public policy 
David Hutchinson originally trained as an architect and town planner but has, for 
many years, been mainly concerned with environmental policy.  Following the 
setting up of the Greater London Authority in 2000, his responsibility included the 
drafting of London’s first air quality strategy.  He is currently co-chair of the APRIL 
– Air Pollution Research in London – network which brings together researchers 
from the public, private and academic sectors.  He was also, for many years, a 
visiting professor at Meiji University in Tokyo. He will explore how it is that we 
have got into such a muddle over the merits, and otherwise, of diesel vehicles. 

FROM THE (EX) TREASURER 
 

Since I ended my time on the Council at the AGM, this will be my last column as 
Treasurer.  I have handed over paying-in to Richard Partridge and when the banking 
arrangements have been completed Irene Gannon will be keeping the accounts. 
At 5th June, receipts for the year stand at £43,499.  Part of this was a further £8,557 
from Vreni Smith’s estate so the General Fund income was £34,942.  We received a 
donation of £285 at Jean Whitfield’s memorial service.  Payments for the year come 
to £28,845 which includes £1,260 earmarked for the Foodbank and a church 
electricity bill of £625. 
Thank you for your generosity during the past nine years and best wishes to my 
successors. 
Andrew 
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RWANDA AID – OUR OVERSEAS CHARITY OF THE 
YEAR FOR 2017 

 

On Sunday June 11, the church received a presentation from Karen Munday, the 
CEO of Rwanda Aid on the charity’s work , in particular on our chosen project for 
fund raising this year, which is the Baho Neza Mwena village for street children in 
south-west Rwanda.  

 

This part of the country suffers from extreme poverty and was badly affected by the 
terrible civil war in 1994 

 

There are many reasons a child may be forced to live their life on the streets, 
including: 

 

Parents in jail, Children born due to prostitution, Unemployment, Divorce, Violent 
conflict at home. 

 

Children growing up on the streets live their lives in constant danger, sleeping in 
gutters and doorways, begging for food or being forced to steal. With no 
opportunities, access to education or stability they are left exposed, vulnerable to a 
life of crime, exploitation and abuse. 

 

Rwanda Aid aims to provide a refuge for these children, offering them security and 
the opportunity to benefit from education or training. At the same time we work to 
identify and support the children’s families so that, wherever possible, the children 
may return to their homes. 

 

Working closely with national and local government, Rwanda Aid has created a 
respite centre for street children, providing care to match the requirements of each 
street child: 

 

Short-term residential care for younger street children up to the age of 16. Day care 

of street children up to the age of 21. Family support and training 

 
Christ Church wants to raise £2,000 over the rest of 2017 to help the centre for street 
children .Please donate what you can to this very worthy cause which will help to 
transform young lives in Rwanda.  

 

You can donate by either cash or cheques. Please make cash donations in one of the 
Gift Aid envelopes available at the back of the church, marking it “Rwanda”. 
Cheques should be made payable to “Christ Church, Lewes”. Please pass these to 
either Andrew Buxton (the outgoing Treasurer) or to his successor, Irene Gannon. 
Donations will be batched up and sent off as one quarterly donation from Christ 
Church. 
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Prayer for July/August 
 
When we pray we bring together ‘Earth’ i.e. the world we live in, with its hopes and 
fears, joys and sorrows, and ‘Heaven’, where our changeless, ever-loving, merciful 
God reigns supreme. As we learn to pray we find a place in God’s on-going creative 
purpose: to build, through his presence in us, an Earth that is more like Heaven. The 
prayers below have been used for centuries. Their language has been modernised but 
they provide a framework as we think about our families, friends, church and world.  
 
A prayer of Henry VI (1421-1471) 
Jesus Christ, Lord Almighty, who created me and redeemed me, and has brought me 
now to that which I am: you know what you will have me to be, deal with me 
according to your loving kindness and show me your mercy, Lord.  
 
A morning prayer translated from Jean Racine (1639-1699) 
Word divine, God most high, our only hope and confidence, 
The quiet night is over, our voices break the silence. 
O gracious Saviour, hear the prayer we offer. 
Pour out on us the holy fire of your Spirit that all evil may flee away at your 
command. 
Dispel the sleep that weighs down our weary flagging spirits and leads us to forget 
your holy will. 
O Jesus Christ, have mercy on your people now gathered in faith to bless you. 
Receive the praise we offer to your eternal glory and, filled with your gifts, may we 
depart in peace. 
 
An evening prayer based on a Greek text 
Daylight fades and now we gather, gracious Father, to give thanks, O Lord most 
high. In our evening hymn we adore you and implore you for true light that does not 
die. All too soon life’s shadows lengthen. Lord now strengthen us and guard us to the 
end. With your joy and hope enlighten, save and brighten all whose prayers this night 
ascend. 
 
Let not our self-pity hold us now; enfold us in your love and peace. With saints our 
homage bringing, with them singing songs of praise that never cease, now we pray 
for rest, that sleeping in your keeping, we may rise made new again. So through 
death’s last darkness take us and then make us new for heaven where you reign.  
 
A prayer of Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626) 
Lord, lift up the light of your countenance upon us, that in your light we may see 
light, the light of your grace today, the light of glory hereafter. 
 
David Smith 
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 Church Calendar for July 2017 

 Sun 2 10.30 am Morning worship led by Dr Graham Campling 
 11.45 am Special Church Meeting 

 Tue 4 2 pm Safeguarding Training 

 Thu 6 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 7 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 9 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 Peter Rayson 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 10 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 12 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Thu 13 7.30 pm Safeguarding Training 

 Fri 14 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 15 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes 

 Sun 16 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Peter Ingram 
3 pm CSUA Farewell service for Rev Rose Westwood and Rev 
Peter Rayson at Christ Church 

 Wed 19 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 20 2.15 pm - 11 am Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 21 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 23 9 am Messy Church 
 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 

 Mon 24 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 26 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank 

 Fri 28 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

 Sun 30 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr John Neal 



7 Christ Church Lewes 

 Church Calendar for August 2017 

 Wed 2 10 am - 12.30 pm Holiday Club 

 Thu 3 10 am - 12.30 pm Holiday Club 
 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 4 10 am - 12.30 pm Holiday Club 

 Sat 5 11 am Holiday Club BBQ 

 Sun 6 10.30 am Morning worship led by local arrangement 

 Fri 11 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

 Sun 13 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Pritchard 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 14 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 16 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 17 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Sat 19 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes 

 Sun 20 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Douglas Scott 

 Fri 25 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

 Sun 27 9 am Messy Church 
 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 

 Mon 28 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

You cannot say the Lord’s Prayer,  
And even once say “I”, 
You cannot say the Lord’s Prayer,  
And even once say “My”, 
Nor can you say the Lord’s Prayer 
And not pray for one another, 
For when you ask for daily bread 
You must include your brother, 
For others are included 
In each and every plea 
From the beginning to the end of it 
It doesn’t once say “Me”. 
 

Anon 
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Happy Birthday!  
  
 JULY    AUGUST 

 
 
 

    
  

ROTAS FOR  JULY 2017 

1 Daphne Pattenden 

10 Irene Gannon 

11 Marjorie Tory 

14 Peter Lunt 

23 Andrew Buxton 
  

6 Margaret Shave 

12 Viv Frost 

19 Richard Partridge 

 2 9 16 23 30 

        Messy Church   

Transport  Irene Alan Lindsay Brenda Neil 

Flowers            

Flower Distribution        Glenda Pett   

Communion servers    Graham Purdye       

Door Stewards am 
Joy Tasker & 
Linda Beddow 

Janet Cooper & 
Pat Thompson 

Andrew Buxton & 
Linda Fisher 

Richard Partridge 
& Joy Tasker 

Andrew Buxton & 
Brenda Vance 

Vestry Stewards am 
Graham 
Purdye 

Graham Purdye Graham Purdye   Graham Purdye 

Coffee  
Beattie and 

Graham 
Linda and 

Janet 
Viv and Lindsay   Glenda and Alan 

PowerPoint  Irene Tom Irene   Irene 

Sunday Club  Irene Graham   Alison 4th Sunday Glenda    

4th Sunday  
Intercessions 

      Joy Tasker   
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 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 13 August at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 21 August 
 
Publication date - Sunday 27 August 

ROTAS FOR  AUGUST 2017 

 

 6 13 20 27 

        Messy Church 

Transport  Graham Alan Lindsay Irene 

Flowers          

Flower Distribution        Glenda Pett 

Communion servers    Janet Cooper     

Door Stewards am 
Irene Gannon & 
Andrew Buxton 

Linda Beddow & 
Pat Thompson 

Brenda Vance & 
Linda Fisher 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham Purdye 

Vestry Stewards am Janet Cooper Janet Cooper Janet Cooper   

Coffee  Jane and Irene 
Brenda and 

Norman 
Liz, Tom and the 

boys 
  

PowerPoint  Graham Tom Irene   

Sunday Club  Alison Glenda Irene 4th Sunday 

4th Sunday  
Intercessions 

      Graham Purdye 

Newsletter prayer 
Liz Lunt to submit 

for Sept/Oct 
Newsletter 
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SUNDAY 9 am       Fourth Sunday – Messy Church 

SUNDAY 10.30 am (except fourth Sunday) Morning Worship 
and Children’s Club. Holy Communion on 
the second Sunday of the month.  

   

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


