
1 Christ Church Lewes 
 

CHRIST CHURCH 
United Reformed and Methodist 

 

NEWSLETTER     
OCTOBER 2016 

 
 
 
 
 

Prince Edward’s Road 
Lewes BN7 1BL 

 
www.christ-church-lewes.org 

Follow us on Twitter @christchlewes 

In this issue . . . 

 Prayers for October 

 200th Anniversary 

 Traidcraft 

 CSUA Area Meeting 

 



 
2 Christ Church Lewes 

 
  

 

MINISTER 
 
Reverend John Gordon 
44 Windsor Road 
Hailsham 
BN27 3HL 
01323 845380  
revjohngordon@btinternet.com  
 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
 
Neil Fisher 
28 Caburn Crescent 
Lewes 
BN7 1NR 
01273 471487 
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
 
Lindsay Frost 
5 Barn Hatch Close 
Lewes 
BN7 1FA 
01273 486448 
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com 
 
CHURCH TREASURER: 
 
Andrew Buxton 
21 The Gallops 
Lewes 
BN7 1LR 
Tel: 01273 477997 
andrew.buxton@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Church Website:   www.christ-church-lewes.org 
Church Office Telephone: 01273 488237 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
"Let monks therefore exercise this zeal with burning love, that is, let them 
anticipate one another with honour. And with utmost patience bearing their 
weaknesses whether of bodies or character let them vie with one another in 
rendering mutual obedience." (The Rule of Benedict 6) 
 

Over the centuries the Rule of Benedict has inspired people of faith to submit 
their lives to the rich storehouse of monastic wisdom and prayer. A 
disciplined life is a thing of beauty in God's sight. 
 

The talk of burning love gives birth to an image of a person being consumed 
by the flames of love. Love literally overtakes all our actions and our 
thoughts. On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit manifested herself as 
tongues of fire as God's love swept though the gathered disciples. Once lit a 
fire is very difficult to control. So it is with love. 
 

Such flowing love provides a solid foundation for us to be open and 
vulnerable, allowing and guiding us to treat the other with dignity and 
honour. This is our passion and our zeal. 
 

A deep understanding of grace allows us to operate with a humble spirit. This 
is a prerequisite for living out that "utmost patience" when dealing with the 
frailties of others. Daily God is patient with us and so we approach our 
family, friends and strangers with the same acceptance. 
 

In his Rule, Benedict sees this as a competition: "Vie with one another in 
rendering mutual obedience". I think here Benedict is stressing the 
importance of humble obedience. Sadly, all too often life in the church dries 
up and shrivels because personal agendas become more important than 
desiring the will of God revealed to us in Jesus. Proud self-righteous hearts 
don't build up the kingdom of God. 
 

"First of all, with instant prayer, beg that He would bring to completion 
every good you set out to do." 
Prologue to the Rule of St Benedict. 
 

With every blessing, 
 

John Gordon   
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FROM THE SECRETARIES  
 
We are very sad to report that our search for a Children and Families Worker 
at Christ Church is now back to "Square One”. As you know, we were hoping 
to conclude the appointment of Simone Halliwell to the post at the start of 
September. However, a significant change in her personal circumstances has 
meant that she no longer feels able to take up the post.  
 
Church Council are very disappointed indeed that this second round of 
recruitment has failed, as Simone was a very impressive candidate who we 
were looking forward to working with on a range of projects to develop our 
work with children and families. Thank you to those church members who 
worked so hard on the recruitment process, particularly Andrew Buxton. We 
are trying to discern what this latest turn of events is telling us about the 
future of our work in this field.  
 
Church Council and the congregation need to pause, think and pray about 
what course of action we should take now. Should we press on with a third 
round of recruitment? If so, should we do so on the same basis as before 
with a part-time appointment, or perhaps look at a full time appointment 
which may be more attractive to a wider range of candidates? Or should we 
change course, and put our energies and resources into some another 
church initiative?  We would welcome your views. 
 
All of this begs questions about our priorities over the coming year or so. We 
are very pleased that Rev.John Gordon has been confirmed as our Minister 
for a further five year period up to 2022, although the other part of John's 
duties have still to be confirmed by the Central Sussex United Area. An initial 
discussion at Church Council in September focused on our capacity to do 
more on non-traditional forms of worship, such as Messy Church, so as to 
bring in more people for whom the traditional Sunday morning format is 
unlikely to be attractive. John outlined initiatives at other Sussex churches 
which might be adapted for Christ Church. Again, this will need prayerful 
discussion on the way forward. 

 
As reported at the Congregational Meeting on 11 September, this will be the 
last monthly edition of the Newsletter. Starting with the next edition, the 
Newsletter will become a bi-monthly publication, so the next edition will cover 
November and December. Rotas and the calendar will thus cover two 
months, and contributors will need to think a little further ahead when 
publicising events. There will, of course, be the opportunity to include any late 
items in the weekly notices.   
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Happy Birthday to those with 
 October Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

5 Jane Armstrong 

6 Roy Watkinson 

14 Pam Cleave 

It was also agreed at the same meeting that there will be a meeting after the 
service on Sunday 9 October to discuss how we can develop our house 
groups. This will be an opportunity for all house group members and also 
those members of the congregation who don’t currently attend a house 
group, to come together to discuss how our house groups can best serve the 
future needs of the congregation. Please put the date in your diary and make 
every effort to attend.  
 
Preparations for celebrating the 200th anniversary of our predecessor 
church, the Tabernacle, in November 1816, are progressing well. A full list of 
events is set out elsewhere in the newsletter. We start on Sunday October 2, 
with a special "Songs of Praise" service at Christ Church and hope that this 
will be well attended. Invitations have gone out to all other church 
congregations in the Lewes area. 
 
If you have not already done so, please book your place at the Celebration 
Dinner on Saturday 26 November. 
 
Lastly, we will be very sorry to see Robert and Eleanor Smith leave Lewes in 
October to move closer to family in Cambridge. They have been 
cornerstones of the church for many years, supporting and encouraging the 
church, and many individual members of the congregation, in ways far too 
numerous to mention. Their contribution is hugely appreciated and they will 
be much missed. Our best wishes for a successful move and happy times in 
Cambridge go with them.  
 
 
Neil Fisher   Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost   Administrative Secretary  
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PLEASE PRAY  . . . 
  
. . .  this month for those mentioned below and for any  others, known to you, who 
need our love, prayers and support at this time  . . . 
 
For  John Phillips, still  in Meadow  Lodge at the  time of  writing and awaiting  a  
decision as  to  whether or not  he  can  return  home soon. John is always pleased to 
welcome visitors if you can get along . . .  
 
For Colin Bourne, at present in Haywards Heath Hospital, and, like John, hoping to 
be back home soon . . . 
 
For Karen Terry and Vivian, her 10-year-old adopted daughter, who charmed us all 
when they were both home from Kenya and at church in August.  Karen has some 
big decisions to make regarding their future and some financial concerns, too . . . 
 
For Robert and Eleanor as they move to Cambridge after many years of service at 
Christ Church and as they celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary on September 
12 . . . 
 
For Pam and Geoffrey Cleave as they, too, prepare to move from Lewes soon . . . 
For Joy Tasker as she recovers from a fall  . . . 
 
For Lewes Prison.  Linda has asked us to ‘pray for the prisoners and their families’ at 
Lewes Prison where she works.   Linda’s appeal is on page 12 of the September 
Newsletter if you haven’t managed to see it yet.  
  
Lord in your mercy, please  hear our prayers for these, our friends, and for all those 
who live with grief and suffering every day in this troubled  world, longing  for  
peace and an  end to  conflict, Lord, grant us peace in our time.  Amen 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
Apologies that there was no column last time as I was on holiday.  At 6 September, 
our receipts for the year are £48,029.   Lewes DC paid £150 for use of the hall for 
election purposes, we had a contribution to minister’s expenses from Hailsham 
Methodists of £1,072 and I banked £170 of Tots subscriptions.  Payments (excluding 
last year’s URC contribution) came to £42,057.  At the end of June I sent donations 
to our charities of £110 to Christian Aid, £990 to Virtual Doctors and £100 to 
Refuge.  We refunded a wedding fee of £300 and spent a further £358 on re-
advertising the children worker’s post.  I have been advised by EDF that the church 
gas bill will be going up from £131 to £164 per month as from October.  
 
Andrew 
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CELEBRATE THE 200th ANNIVERSARY of THE FOUNDATION OF 
OUR PREDECESSOR CHURCH , THE TABERNACLE 

 

Join us to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the foundation of our predecessor 
church, The Tabernacle, in Lewes High Street in November 1816. 
 

We have arranged the following events at Christ Church in Prince Edwards Road, 
Lewes: 
 

Sunday October 2 at 6:30 p.m.: A “Songs of Praise” service to which all churches, 
and the wider Lewes public, are invited. Come along and sing some favourite hymns 

Sunday November 6 at 6.30p.m. :  a choral service led by the choir to celebrate the 
exact date of the first service at The Tabernacle on 6 November 1816 

All through November : we will have an exhibition on the history of the church , 
featuring many original documents and artefacts from the last 200 years,  and a 
photographic display of 200 people associated with the life of the church  
On permanent display : you can see the Christ Church Embroidery,  a large, three 
panel,  embroidered portrayal of life in Lewes and the surrounding area 

Wednesday 23 November  at 7.30 p.m. Thinktank : Norman and Brenda Vance will 
discuss the influence of the Tabernacle congregation on life in Lewes  
Saturday 26 November at 7.30 p.m.:  a celebration dinner for church members and 
friends old and new.  
Sunday November 27 at 10.30 a.m.: Special 200th anniversary service attended by 
the URC Lay Moderator, Dr Alan Yates and local VIPs.  
 

We very much hope that you will be able to attend some of these events. 
 
The celebration dinner on Saturday 26 November is open to church 
members and friends, old and new. We also have invited former church 
ministers. It will be a friendly, relaxed occasion. We are also hoping to 
arrange some post-dinner entertainment  
 
Leading local caterers Glenie and Gillies have prepared a special three-
course dinner menu to celebrate the occasion. If you have any special 
dietary requirements, please let us know and we will make arrangements for 
you. There is no set charge for the dinner, but we welcome your donations 
“on the night”. 
 
If you would like to attend the dinner, please contact Lindsay Frost no later 
than Saturday 12 November. You can either phone 01273 486448 or e-mail 
me on lfrost5@aol.com.  
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TRAIDCRAFT STALL IN THE CONCOURSE 
 

I am sorry that I have to say that we have completely run out of 
both Regular and Decaffeinated coffee, and there is no news as 
to when there will be more. I do ask every time I make an order 
and the answer is always “not yet”. I believe I have read that 
there has been a poor harvest somewhere. Traidcraft are doing 
their best to support the growers. 
 
When I get back from my holiday I will put out the Autumn/
Christmas catalogues. I also have one of each of the Christmas 
cards available. Pleas look at them and make your orders. 
 
Remember that Traidcraft is the organiser of these cards and 
the profit is divided between Christian Aid, CAFOD, SCIAF and 
Traidcraft Exchange. All good causes working in similar fields 
using funds raised by Christian Church People. 
 
Mavis 

THINKTANK 
 

Wednesday 26 October 7.30 – 9 pm 

 
Professor Tim Flowers   
Drought, salinity and food supply 
 
Tim Flowers is Professor of Plant Physiology at the University of 
Sussex. He has written widely about how plant species adapt to 
salinity in their environment. He will talk about the importance of 
drought and salinity to food production for the growing human 
population of a world affected by climate change and will address 
issues such as population growth, the crops on which we rely for food, 
crop yields, and how plant breeders might develop new crops to 
combat the consequences of climate change. 
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CSUA Area Meeting – 14 September 2016 
 
The CSUA (Central Sussex United Area) covers an area boundaried by 
Eastbourne, Crowborough, Haywards Heath and Newhaven. It consists of 
churches which are Methodist, URC or LEPs such as Christ Church which are 
a combination of both and others which are linked with the Anglican and 
Baptist denominations. 
 
We came together in September 2007 to enable us to pool resources and 
support each other in our work. The United Area carries out the functions of a 
Methodist Circuit and a URC District. The Area’s governing body is the Area 
Meeting which meets twice a year and at which each of the participating 
churches is represented. I represent Christ Church, and as such, I am a trustee 
of the CSUA. 
 
There are two Co-Leaders (one from each denomination). Our own Rev John 
Gordon represents the URC and Rev Rose Westwood from Seaford represents 
the Methodists, taking over from Rev Dr David Chapman, who in August 
moved on to become Chair of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire 
District of the Methodist Church.  
 
At our September Meeting, as well as our usual business, we were pleased to 
explore the calls to the ordained Methodist ministry of Stuart Dyer and 
Carmen Davies. Stuart and Carmen are both members of Haywards Heath 
Methodist church and are local preachers “on trial”. Both have preached at 
Christ Church. At the meeting they were examined as to the reasons feel 
called to the ministry, before the meeting voted, nem con, to support their call 
to the next stage, which is examination of the call by the Methodist District. It 
is reassuring that younger people are still responding to the call. 
 
We also had news of the progress in the establishment of Immanuel church in 
Eastbourne. The plans for the new building on the site of Upperton URC have 
been approved by the council, and the churches involved, Greenfield, 
Upperton with St. Andrews and Central are working together to bring this 
exciting project to fruition.  
 
We also had a progress report on the plans for the Methodist and URC 
churches in Uckfield to come together to form an LEP. The united church will 
use the URC church buildings and will be called the Cornerstone. 
 
Neil Fisher 
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Church Calendar for October 2016 

 Sun 2 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield 
 6.30 pm 'Songs of Praise' Service 

 Mon 3 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup at Margaret's 
 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Fri 7 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 8 10 am - 5 pm URC Synod Together at Petts Wood 

 Sun 9 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 
 11.45 am Special Meeting on House Groups 
 1 pm Church Walk 

 Fri 14 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 16 10.30 am Morning worship led by Local Appointment 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 

 Wed 19 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 20 7.30 pm Churches Together AGM 

 Fri 21 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 23 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 24 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 26 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. 

 Fri 28 10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church 

 Sun 30 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Jim Thorneycroft 

 

 Fri 4 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 6 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr David Coleman 
 6.30 pm Choir Service 
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 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 16 October at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday  25 October 
 
Publication date - Sunday 30 October 

ROTAS FOR  OCTOBER 2016 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

2 9 16 23 30 

Lindsay Irene Neil Lindsay Alan 

    Mickie Lodge     

Vacant Pam Cleave Vacant Glenda Pett Vacant 

  Alison Byrne Alison Byrne     

Joy Tasker and 
Janet Cooper 

Linda Beddow 
and Pat 

Thompson 

Andrew Buxton 
and Linda Fisher 

Richard 
Partridge and 

Graham Purdye 

Brenda Vance 
and Andrew 

Buxton 

Richard Partridge   Andrew Buxton     

Irene Gannon Alison Byrne Alison Byrne Alison Byrne Alison Byrne 

Irene Gannon   Alison Byrne     

Beattie and 
Graham 

Linda and 
Janet 

Viv and Lindsay Neil and Linda 
Glenda and 

Alan 

Irene Graham Irene Tom Graham 

Glenda Glenda Graham 4th Sunday Alison    
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, third Sunday only, with 
Holy Communion. 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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