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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
As Rev John Gordon is on sabbatical leave, we have invited some of the senior 
members of the congregation to fill the FROM THE MINISTER slot in his absence. 
 

Continuing our series of letters from senior members of the congregation while John 
Gordon is on sabbatical, this month’s letter is written by Daphne Pattenden. Daphne 
has been attending here since 1955, although she did attend the laying of the 
foundation stone for this building whilst a member of Burgess Hill Congregational 
Church. I am sure she needs no further introduction. 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 
I have been concerned for some time – along with others – about the diminishing 
numbers at church. What should we be doing about it? I think we should each be 
praying to discern God’s will for the future of Christ Church.  
 

Before the decision was taken to move the church from the Tabernacle in the town to 
Fitzjohn’s Road, I’m sure a great deal of soul searching and prayer must have taken 
place. We have the result of their faithfulness in Christ Church. 
 

Also (in my time) when we needed to replace our old hall and update our premises, 
some of us felt that such a costly project must be underpinned with prayer and to that 
end we formed a prayer group which met before morning service. We prayed to God 
and brought all our concerns, worries, hopes and fears about the money raising 
(about £600,000) and our hopes for the use of our new building. 
 

We all pulled together. Alan did a great job both financially and practically, and we 
all supported him. We really felt God’s power moving us on. 

 

We now have these lovely premises, well maintained, earning us money – to use for 
mission? 
 

What does God want of us now? 
 

I’m sure many of you have similar thoughts and concerns and are already seeking 
God’s guidance. Can we all resolve to pray earnestly that God will show us “the 
way” forward? 
 

We are grateful to all those who are working tirelessly to keep the church alive. We 
older ones who are not able to assist practically can talk to God in prayer and support 
the work they do. Their efforts are so appreciated. Prayer is so powerful, God waits 
to hear from us, even though He already knows what we are thinking. 
 

Maybe this is a testing time for us? Can we pull together as part of God’s family to 
ensure that the love of God for His people continues to be spread to those around us?  
When John returns after his sabbatical, may he find a new spirit at work among us to 
love and serve our neighbours.  
 

God bless us all 
 

Daphne 
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FROM THE SECRETARIES  
 
We held a successful Annual General Meeting in the church on May 8. Helen 
Chiasson and Irene Gannon have been elected to Church Council and we are 
sure they will make a big contribution to our work. There are still two 
vacancies on Church Council and we would still like to hear from anyone who 
may be interested in filling one of these posts. 
 
The AGM discussed the draft leaflet “What are we doing when we pray?” 
prepared by the Mission Committee. The draft leaflet has sparked a lively 
debate on how best we communicate our Christian faith to the many people 
who use our building every week for non-church activities.  
 
The discussion was taken up at the Church Council meeting in the following 
week. We have agreed to ask Mission Committee to take a wider look at how 
to communicate to others what the church is about and what it does. Other 
churches have wrestled with this issue and there is some good material 
available to help us find the right words and the right channels to explain our 
faith. 
 
The four House Groups (Ringmer, Grange, Nevill and Ecumenical) are an 
important way for church members to get together to build their faith and 
fellowship. The AGM meeting saw calls for more to be done to support their 
work. Church Council would like to devote a church service in mid-July to the 
work of the house groups and will be asking each group to contribute to the 
service. This will be followed up with a discussion meeting later in the 
summer. 
 
We will be re-advertising the post of part-time Children and Families Worker 
in June and hope that there are some suitable candidates for interview in late 
July. We will be advertising the post more widely, and have adjusted the salary 
slightly upwards, in the hope of concluding a successful recruitment. 
 
As you have probably heard, the Food Bank have now told us that a review of 
their client base means that they are no longer viable and will be winding up, 
and so will not need a base at Christ Church. The remaining clients will now 
go to the other food banks in Lewes at either Landport or Malling. We are 
planning to contact Landport to see if there is anything we can do to help them. 
 
Church Council discussed whether we can still sustain a monthly newsletter 
with our current resources, where we have significantly fewer active church 
members than in the past. It looked at the options of retaining monthly 
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publication (eleven per year with a joint July-August issue) and the 
alternatives of moving to two-monthly (six issues per year) or quarterly (four 
issues a year). Church Council considers that two-monthly publication is the 
best option, but welcomes views from the wider congregation before any 
decisions are made later in the year . 
 
 
Lastly, we will be launching the appeal for our overseas charity for 2016, the 
Virtual Doctors, on Sunday June 5. A later article in the newsletter provides 
more information. We hope you can attend the launch service and can help us 
meet our fund raising target, which will help people in rural Zambia. 
 
Neil Fisher Church Secretary  
 
Lindsay Frost Administrative Secretary  

THINKTANK 
 
Wednesday 22 June 2016 7.30 – 9 pm 
Professor Tony Fielding 
Migration in Britain: the effects of climate change 
 
Tony Fielding is Research Professor of Human Geography at the Centre for 
Migration Research at the University of Sussex. After graduating at the 
London School of Economics, he has lived in Lewes, and now Isfield, since 
1964. He has worked extensively on aspects of migration in the UK and 
organised a range of courses in this subject, including a Chevening 
Fellowship Programme which brought mid-career practitioners to Sussex 
from all over the world. He has also written about migration in East Asia, 
where he has lived for short periods between 1994 and 2007. 

United Area Healing Services 
 

 led by Rev Peter McIntosh, Haywards Heath Methodist Church on 
Sunday, 7 August 2016 at 6.30pm and Sunday, 6 November 2016 at 4.30pm. 

 
Telephone 01444 450473 
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Prayers for June 
 
Some of these prayers use ideas from Roots, a resource used to plan activities for the 
children’s Sunday Club group. As we pray, let’s remember all the children and 
families connected to Christ Church; through Sunday Club, Tots, Messy Church and 
Holiday Club.  Pray also for everyone who helps with these activities and the 
appointment of a Children and Families Worker at Christ Church. 
 
Thank you 
Jesus, thank you for your great love for us. You see when we are hurting; you hear us 
when we cry. You listen when we need to talk. You are with us, even when we don’t 
know what to say. Thank you that you never stop caring for us, and for the people we 
love.  
 
Sorry 
Dear God, we’re sorry when we don’t forgive others as you forgive us and when we 
turn our backs on people who need your love. Please forgive us and help us to 
remember that through Jesus everything is possible.  
 
Please 
Holy Spirit, please help all who are suffering; for people who are hungry, ill, lonely, 
imprisoned and persecuted. Bring healing, hope and transformation.  
We pray for peace where there is war, love where there is hatred and unity where 
people are divided.  
We pray that our church would be a place of welcome, sharing God’s love with 
courage and commitment.  
Holy Spirit, come into our lives:  guide our thoughts and change our hearts.  May we 
hear you speak to us today? 
 
A prayer to add our own words to 
 
God of love, thank you.......................................................................... 
 
God of mercy, sorry..............................................................................  
 
God of glory, please..............................................................................  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.  
Now and forever. Amen. 
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Happy Birthday to those with 
 June Birthdays 

 
 7 Jeannette Swayne 

13 Linda Fisher 

13 John Gordon 

25 Liz Lunt 

200TH ANNIVERSARY PHOTO COLLAGE 
  
I am collecting together 200 pictures of past and present members of Christ 
Church Lewes, to be made into a collage which will then be displayed in the 
Church. I have a number of old photos of past Ministers and am now looking 
to collect photos of past and present members. 
 
Please could you send them either electronically or if you have photographs 
you would like returned then if you place them in an envelope with details 
of who is in the picture and who we should return the pictures to, that 
would be really helpful. 
Many thanks  
 
Gwyneth Watkinson   email: g_watkinson@hotmail.com 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
Receipts so far this year (to 15 May) come to £36,286.  There is nothing 
special to report.  Payments (excluding the URC contribution for last year) 
are £23,296. I have sent Christian Aid’s quarterly donation and Gift Aid 
refund of £2,813.  The National Insurance payment for provision of the 
Minister’s car was £750 and the service and tyres cost £524. 
 



 
6 Christ Church Lewes 

CENTRAL SUSSEX UNITED AREA FAREWELL 
SERVICE 

 
Sunday 24 July, 4pm at Haywards Heath Methodist Church 

 
FOR REV. DR DAVID M. CHAPMAN 
as he leaves the Central Sussex United Area 

to become chair of the Bedfordshire, Essex and 
Hertfordshire District. 

You are warmly invited to join us as we say goodbye and 
wish him well for the future. 

 

The service will be led by Rev. John Hellyer, 
Chair of the Methodist South-East District 

 

Refreshments will be available at the end of the service 
 

Haywards Heath Methodist Church 
Perrymount Road 
Haywards Heath 

West Sussex 
RH16 3DN 

01444 450473 
lydia@csua.org.uk 
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CHRIST CHURCH OVERSEAS CHARITY OF 
THE YEAR FOR 2016 

 
THE VIRTUAL DOCTORS: “USING TECHNOLOGY TO 

HELP SAVE LIVES IN RURAL AFRICA” 
  

This year our overseas charity of the year is The Virtual Doctors. 
 
We will be launching our appeal with a special service at Christ 
Church on Sunday June 5 at 10:30 a.m. The service will include an 
illustrated presentation by the founder of the charity, Huw Jones. 
Virtual Doctors is based at Sussex University, but does most of its 
work in Zambia. 
 
It enables clinical officers treating patients in Zambia to discuss their 
cases with doctors and specialists all over the world to assist with 
diagnosis and treatment. 
 
At Christ Church, we hope to raise £2000 or more to buy tablet 
computers. These will be donated to around six more clinics in rural 
Zambia and plug them into the Virtual Doctors network.  
 
Leaflets about the work of Virtual Doctors are available in the 
concourse and will be provided to everyone attending the special 
service on June 5.  

 

Please give generously. Gift Aid envelopes will be available, so that 

your donation can be topped up by an additional 25% from the 

government, if you are a UK taxpayer. 
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 Church Calendar for June 2016 

 Wed 1 7.30 pm Christ Church Craft 

 Thu 2 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 3 10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mission Committee with  
 launch of Virtual Doctors fund-raising. 

 Fri 10 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 12 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 Darryl Sinclair  
 12.30 pm A Church Walk 

 Wed 15 7.30 pm Christ Church Craft 
 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 16 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 17 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 19 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev John Pritchard  
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 Geoffrey Whitfield  

 
 Wed 22      7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. Professor Tony Fielding 

      Migration in Britain: the effects of climate change 

 Thu 23 EU Referendum 

 Fri 24 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 26 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Steen  
 6.30 pm Choral Evensong at St. Anne's church 

 Mon 27 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 
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 JULY/AUGUST NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 12 June at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday  20 June 
 
Publication date - Sunday 26 June 

ROTAS FOR  2016 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

5 12 19 26 

Alan Pett Lindsay Frost Robert Smith Neil Fisher 

Mickie Lodge     Joy Tasker 

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

  Andrew Buxton Andrew Buxton   

Joy Tasker &  
Pat Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert 

Smith 

Eleanor Smith 
& Irene 
Gannon 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham Purdye 

    Robert Smith   

Andrew Buxton Andrew Buxton Andrew Buxton Andrew Buxton 

    Andrew Buxton   

Joy and Pat 
Brenda and 

Norman 
Jane and Irene TBC  

Graham Robert Irene Graham 

Irene and Alison 
Graham and 

Eleanor 
Liz and Alison 4th Sunday 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, third Sunday only, with 
Holy Communion. 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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