
1Christ Church Lewes

CHRIST CHURCH
United Reformed and Methodist

NEWSLETTER MAY
2016

Prince Edward’s Road Lewes
BN7 1BL

www.christ-church-lewes.org
Follow us on Twitter @christchlewes

In this issue . . .
• Prayers for May
• Christian Aid Week
• Messy Church



2 Christ Church Lewes

MINISTER

Rev John Gordon
(On sabbatical until 1 July)

CHURCH SECRETARY

Neil Fisher
28 Caburn Crescent
Lewes
BN7 1NR
01273 471487
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

Lindsay Frost
5 Barn Hatch Close
Lewes
BN7 1FA
01273 486448
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com

CHURCH TREASURER:

Andrew Buxton
21 The Gallops
Lewes
BN7 1LR
Tel: 01273 477997
andrew.buxton@yahoo.co.uk

Church Website: www.christ-church-lewes.org
Church Office Telephone: 01273 488237

MISSION STATEMENT

We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out
and serve the local and worldwide community.

Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action.
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FROM THE MINISTER
As Rev John Gordon is on sabbatical leave, we have invited some of the senior members
of the congregation to fill the FROM THE MINISTER slot in his absence. This month,
we have Peter Cane, who has been attending for over 45 years, and during that time,
has been youth club leader, junior church leader, elder and Church Secretary, amongst
many other things.

ON KEEPING A DIARY . . .

DIARIES. Pepys kept one, so did Anne Frank and the Rev. Robert, Francis Kilvert,
an Anglican minister who served in Radnorshire and Wiltshire. He was born in 1840
and sadly died in 1879 after being married for only one month. “Kilvert’s Diary” is an
interesting and fascinating account of life in mid-Victorian times and is regarded as
being amongst the very best of English diaries. I wonder how many of you, reading
this, keep diaries? I have done so for many years, recording the daily weather details
and making notes of unusual, and what I regard as important, or notable, events that
are worth remembering. It has been encouraging and informative looking back over the
years and recalling personal events from earlier occasions.

I remember hearing someone speaking to the older members of a Junior
Church group saying that as he traced past events in his own life he
could
discern God’s guidance and he encouraged those present to do the same so that they
might also, in time, realise and perhaps be surprised, to observe how God had directed
their lives. Quite often we are exhorted by Christian writers of Commentaries or Bible
notes, to take time to jot down daily events to enable us to ‘look back’ in later years to
observe how God has led us in our daily pilgrimage.

No doubt the Rev. John Gordon will be ensuring that his experiences in Italy are being
carefully recorded for future reference and use!

In his book entitled: “Oh God, Why?” The Rev. Gerard Hughes, comments that “. . It
took me years before I even began to recognise God in the ordinary things of life, to
see everything as God’s free gift, to know God as the God of life who laughs and
weeps within us.”

I am often glad that I recorded some particular event or experience that has helped
me to recognise more clearly God’s leading in my life, for often, as we get older, many
of us find memories of past events fade and become unclear or worse . . . we sadly
cannot recall them at all . . . .

A PRAYER: “God, in the sufferings and death of Christ, from whose side there came
the blood and water, you are showing us your love. Open our eyes so that we can
recognize your love and accept it in every event of our lives. We ask you this through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

[Taken from “Oh God, Why?” by the Rev . Gerard Hughes.]
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FROM THE SECRETARIES

We are very pleased that Rev. John Gordon’s appointment with the Central Sussex
United Area has been renewed for a further five year period from 2017-2022. He will
continue to spend half his time working at Christ Church, but his other ministerial duties
will be redeployed to other work in the CSUA, as Hailsham becomes part of a new
ministerial appointment.

This arrangement gives us continuity and the chance to build on the work of recent years,
particularly in ecumenical links with other churches and work with children and young
people to develop the church of the future. John is now off on his three- month sabbatical
period and we hope he will return to us physically and spiritually refreshed later in the
summer.

We have our Annual General Meeting after the morning service on Sunday May 8. We
are gathering reports from all areas of the church’s activities and hope to have an Annual
Report and agenda for the meeting available for you to pick up at church on Sunday
May 1.

Four members of Church Council are standing down this year - Brenda Vance, Janet
Cooper, Gwyneth Watkinson and Tom & Liz Lunt (who share a seat) - and we would
like to thank them for the excellent contribution they have made during their tenure. We
hope to have a list of candidates to take their place and voting papers out to you later in
April, with the result announced at the AGM. There will also be a number of other
vacancies to fill and these will also be on the agenda for the meeting. As people move
on, the inevitably puts an added load on those who remain, so we ask you to carefully
and prayerfully consider whether you could fill these positions.

We have heard again from the De Montfort Food Bank, which has now decided that
they would again like to explore with us the possibility of basing the food bank at Christ
Church, after they lose their current base on the estate. Discussions are continuing and
we will keep the congregation informed of progress. If it goes ahead,
food would be batched up and distributed to needy families on Mondays each week.
Lastly, Christian Aid Week has come around again from 15-21 May

It aims to help everyone live a full life, free from poverty. Unfortunately, for many
millions across the world, poverty afflicts every aspect of life ...... not enough to eat,
lack of clean water, poor housing, and limited access to education and health care .The
charity works globally for profound change that will eradicate the causes of poverty and
promote equality, dignity and freedom for all, regardless of faith or nationality. It is also
part of the wider movement for social justice.

Christian Aid Week is the charity's biggest fund raising effort of the year and
represents one of the largest annual acts of Christian witness across the country. It has
been running since 1957 and aims to deliver 8 million red collection envelopes through
front doors across Britain.
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At Christ Church, we have worked closely with other churches in the Lewes area to
get the maximum fund raising coverage. We have a dedicated band of collectors who
cover the Wallands area of the town. Last year, we raised nearly £1600, which is topped
up further by Gift Aid donations. Our collectors will be out again in May. Please give
generously to this important charity and the work it does to help poor people across the
world.

Locally, the week will be launched by a special service at St Pancras Church in Kingston
on the evening of Sunday 15 May. This is a delightful little country church which will
be seen at its best on a spring evening. Transport can be provided from Christ Church
(See details of Christian Aid events elsewhere in the Newsletter)

Neil Fisher – Church Secretary
Lindsay Frost – Administrative Secretary

TRAIDCRAFT-NEWSLETTER May 2016

At last, we have collected together our cash and sent away £100 to Traidcraft Exchange. This
is from the discount we get when we purchase our stock from Traidcraft. We are fortunate
that, because we operate from the church, we have few expenses in running our stall. Even so,
our gift this year was very much smaller than in the last two years. We have set out the figures in our
annual report so that you can see for yourselves.

Mavis
TRAIDCRAFT - ANNUAL REPORT – 2015/6

It has been interesting to run the cash book through the calculator and compare the sales
for the twelve month ending 31 March 2016, after our annual gift to Traidcraft Exchange
period in the two last years:
2013/4Sales £2403 Gift to Traidcraft Exchange £400
2014/5Sales £2319 Gift to Traidcraft Exchange £400
2015/6Sales £1954 Gift to Traidcraft Exchange £100

In each year we left about £50 in the Bank Account and an unvalued amount of stock
in the cupboard. 1n 2015/6 we did not buy in a stock of Christmas Cards but asked you
to order the ones you wanted (rather than us buy in the cards we thought you might buy).
We have learnt the hard way that our taste is not always yours!

We keep a stock of all our staples which sell steadily and order other things from the bi-
annual catalogues as requested.

The Quarterly Traidcraft Magazine and the monthly Bulletin, which I try to remember
to put on the table in the concourse have inspiring stories of the help that Traidcraft has
been able to render these small producers - training in better agricultural methods, advice
on design of craft things and the community premium that Fair Trade brings for schools,
clean water and sanitation - are things that spring to mind as I write this.
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Prayers for May 2015
Lord, we want to thank you for all the blessings that you have given us – especially the
hope and love that your Son brought to us. Help us to remember our blessings when
times seem tough, when we grieve, when we are ill, when we are sad, when we are
worried or lonely. Give us the peace that knowing the hope we have in you brings; and
help us to rely on you totally.

We pray for all those doing your work in the world:
• those bringing relief and help to those suffering from disease and death
• for those working to contain the spread of the zika virus in South America and

supporting the parents and children affected by it, or fear of it
• for those working in refugee camps or bringing food and aid to those suffering

in war torn areas of the world
• for those working to bring peace where there is conflict, particularly Syria, Iraq

and Afghanistan
• for those being a neighbour to another

We pray that we will do our small part, wherever we are.

Lastly, a prayer for Pentecost ….
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people
and kindle in us the fire of your love.
All who are led by the Spirit of God
are children of God and fellow-heirs with Christ.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people.
Renew the face of your creation, Lord,
pouring on us the gifts of your Spirit,
and kindle in us the fire of your love.
For the creation waits with eager longing
for the glorious liberty of the children of God.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people
and kindle in us the fire of your love

FROM THE TREASURER
Our receipts this year are £30,836. Interest rates are very low but we received £113 on
our COIF account. Payments are £15,939 (excluding the URC contribution for last
year). Thanks to the Gift Aid tax refund and donations received in the last quarter, I
was able to make donations to our charities: £425 to Commitment for Life, £840 to
Homelink, £820 to Virtual Doctors, £951 to Refuge, and £165 to Bevern Trust. There
was a water bill of £180 and one for repairs to the door mechanism of £157.

Andrew
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK EVENTS IN LEWES DISTRICT

Christian Aid Week service at St Pancras Church, The Street, Kingston
Sunday May 15 at 6.30 p.m.
Transport can be provided from Christ Church

Pop up café at Offham Church Hall,
Offham BN7 3PX

Friday 20 May 10.30 a.m to 2.00.p.m.

Lots of lovely home-made food

Come for coffee … stay for lunch

Changes in URC's training programmes

New and exciting opportunities to learn and grow in
Christian discipleship are to be launched throughout the
United Reformed Church in 2018. In preparation there will
be a phased process in which the URC's Training for
Learning and Serving (TLS) programme winds down some
of what it offers and new transitional opportunities will
come into place.

In the first stage of this process – the academic year beginning in September 2016 –
TLS will not enrol new course members to the Foundation Course.
One year Gateway courses on worship, pastoral care, prayer, evangelism, and
developing community experiences will continue and will start as usual in September
2016, with a closing date for applications of 31 May. The Prospectus provides
information about these courses and how to go about enrolling on them.

Please take a look and see if there is something there for you. TLS Local Introductory
Training Experiences (LITE) offers short courses for local use at any time and can be
purchased through United Reformed Church Publications.
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Are you aware of the importance of the
referendum on the Britain's membership of
the European, yet overwhelmed by the
complexity of the issues and cautious about
what to make of the arguments?

The United Reformed Church, with its
Joint Public Issues Team partners, the
Baptist Union, the Methodist Church and
the Church of Scotland, is producing a

guide to help think through the issues in the light of the Gospel command to love
your neighbour.

URC Secretary for Church and Society, Grace Pengelly, says: 'It is vital that as
Christians we are well informed as we vote. This resource will help churches navigate
their way through the complex issues of the referendum debate.'

Designed as a discussion resource for churches and small groups, it tackles the key
issues, such as sovereignty, economics, the environment, and free movement and
migration.

Rather than provide answers, it is a tool to help explore some of the aspects of the
debate to give us more clarity and confidence as we make our way to the polling booths
on 23 June.

The resource will be available soon on the URC and Joint Public Issues Team websites

THINKTANK
Wednesday 25 May 2016 7.30 – 9 pm
Professor Roger Homan How secular are we?

Roger Homan is Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies at the
University of Brighton and a Reader in the Church of England. He has
written widely about the ethics of social research and Christian art and
architecture. He will talk about how the idea of secularisation has
developed and why it has become an important issue for contemporary
society.
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At our Messy Church in February half term
we had a visit from Martyn Payne a member
of the Messy Church Team at BRF. Our
theme was Messy Communion. The Messy
Church Team issue a monthly newsletter to
all Messy Churches worldwide and below is
an extract which, although not mentioned by
name, refers to our Messy Church. About 60
adults and children shared communion
together at Christ Church.

Martyn writes…

I wonder what you would identify as one of the signs that your Messy Church is being
recognised in your community as 'church'. Maybe becoming the place where baptisms
take place or where there is breaking of bread together would be high on many people's
lists.

On one of my visits recently I was privileged to be there when they tried their first
Messy Communion as part of a session exploring the Last Supper. Perhaps many of
you also included this if you were following the Get Messy! session ideas in the
latest edition. I was so impressed with how natural it all was. We simply paused
during the meal in between courses, and the minister at this United Reformed Church
told us how Jesus broke bread and asked his followers to remember him, as bread was
passed down the long tables. Then we all drank some blackcurrant juice, spiced with
herbal sachets we had prepared at one of the activity tables and from the plastic goblets
we had decorated earlier. It was simple, meaningful and reverent. 'It was at a meal just
like the one we are having now,' said the minister, 'that Jesus showed everyone just how
much God loves us.'

What is more, this uncomplicated eucharistic moment sparked off so many interesting
questions about God around those Messy tables. It added new depth to our
Messy conversations that mealtime, and there is no doubt that this Messy Church was
taken to a new level of faith-sharing and togetherness.

It was as the two disciples broke bread with the stranger who had joined them on the
road to Emmaus that they recognised that Jesus had been with them all the time (see
Luke 24:13-35). Maybe breaking bread from time to time in our Messy Churches could
help us see that too. Let me know what you think and maybe I could join you at your
Messy Communion one day. Do be in touch martyn.payne@brf.org.uk.
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Church Calendar for May 2016

Sun 1 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr John Neal
Thu 5 2 pm Grange Housegroup
Fri 6 9 am Prison Prayer Group

9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots
Sun 8 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room

10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Mr
Stuart Dew
12 noon Annual Congregational Meeting
2 pm Church Walk

Mon 9 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup at Margaret's
Wed 11 7.30 pm Church Council
Fri 13 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots
Sun 15 Christian Aid Week starts

10.30 am Pentecost worship led by Mr Douglas Scott
6.30 pm Christian Aid Week service at St. Pancras, Kingston

Wed 18 8 pm Nevill Housegroup
Thu 19 2 pm Grange Housegroup
Fri 20 9 am Prison Prayer Group

9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots
10.30 am - 2 pm Christian Aid Pop Up Café at Offham Church

Sun 22 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room
10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr David Crowther

Mon 23 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group
8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road

Wed 25 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. Professor Roger Homan—How
secular are we?

Thu 26 7.30 pm HOMELINK Annual Meeting
at St Peter's Church, Belgrave Rd, Seaford

Fri 27 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots
Sun 29 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Peter Rayson

6.30 pm Choral Evensong at St. Anne's church
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JUNE NEWSLETTER

Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 15 May at 12.30 pm

Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com

Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 23 May

Publication date - Sunday 29 May

ROTAS FOR MAY 2016

Transport

Flowers

Flower
Distribution

Communion
Servers

Door Stewards
am

Door Stewards
pm

Vestry Stewards
am

Vestry Stewards
pm

Coffee

Powerpoint

Sunday Club

8 15 22 29

Eleanor Smith Lindsay Frost Geoffrey
Cleave Robert Smith

Janet Cooper Linda Beddow

Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett Vacant

Lindsay Frost Lindsay Frost

Linda Beddow
& Robert

Smith

Andrew Buxton
& Irene
Gannon

Richard
Partridge &

Graham
Purdye

Irene Gannon &
Richard

Partridge

Robert Smith

Lindsay Frost Lindsay Frost Lindsay Frost Lindsay Frost

Lindsay Frost

Congregational
Meeting Neil and Linda F Pam and

Geoffrey
Alan and
Glenda

Robert Graham Robert Irene

Irene and Anna Glenda and
Eleanor 4th Sunday Liz and Anna

1

Neil Fisher

Pat Thompson

Vacant

Joy Tasker &
Pat Thompson

Lindsay Frost

Viv and Lindsay

Irene

Liz and Graham
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club.
Holy Communion on the second Sunday
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship.

6.30 pm Evening Worship, third Sunday only, with
Holy Communion.

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am Christ Church Tots (Term Time only)

8 pm Choir Practice

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

For a more detailed diary for the month please see
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice

Sheet
© This Newsletter is copyright reserved


