
1Christ Church Lewes

CHRIST CHURCH
United Reformed and Methodist

NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2016

Prince Edward’s Road Lewes
BN7 1BL

www.christ-church-lewes.org
Follow us on Twitter @christchlewes

In this issue . . .
• Prayers for April
• Southern Synod Meeting Together
• Missional Discipleship
• Holiday Club



2 Christ Church Lewes

MINISTER

Rev John Gordon
(on sabbatical until 1 July)

CHURCH SECRETARY

Neil Fisher
28 Caburn Crescent
Lewes
BN7 1NR
01273 471487
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY

Lindsay Frost
5 Barn Hatch Close
Lewes
BN7 1FA
01273 486448
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com

CHURCH TREASURER:

Andrew Buxton
21 The Gallops
Lewes
BN7 1LR
Tel: 01273 477997
andrew.buxton@yahoo.co.uk

Church Website: www.christ-church-lewes.org

Church Office Telephone: 01273 488237

MISSION STATEMENT

We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out
and serve the local and worldwide community.

Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action.
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FROM THE MINISTER

Dear Friends,

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples
were together, with the doors locked.......Jesus stood among
them and said: "Peace be with you". The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said: "As the Father has sent me, I am sending you". And
with that he breathed on them and said: "Receive the Holy
Spirit".
(John 20: vs. 19ff)

There is a freshness of a new beginning to be discovered in John's
words..."that first day"...echoes the Genesis story of Creation
..."In the beginning..". The disciples were very much living in the
darkness and chaos following the brutal death of Jesus on the
Cross. In their grief all they could understand was the finality of
death and the end of their travels with Jesus. In their pain, could
they have every perceived a new beginning as they hid away in
a room together?

Into the moment, Jesus stood among them. Somehow,
mysteriously Jesus was physically there. God said: "let there be
light!" and there was light. Jesus in their midst says: "Peace be
with you". The spoken word of God transforms the
moment...."The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the
Lord".

The joy of the disciples is further blessed by the gift of the Holy
Spirit which is offered from the loving heart of Jesus. The same
breath of God that brooded over the face of the waters is released
once more into the Church that will bear the name of Jesus. From
this small room in Jerusalem the river of life bursts forth to spread
out to all corners of the created world.

We are reminded that we cannot contain the mystery of God's
creative love. Locked doors and doubting hearts will not halt the
power of life that is to be found in God's very being.

With Easter Blessings,

Reverend John Gordon
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FROM THE SECRETARIES
We hope you are enjoying a Joyful Easter time, celebrating the Resurrection at the heart
of our Christian faith, and that the spring weather has also come to brighten things up.

Here is an update on some of the matters we discussed at the March meeting of Church
Council.

1. As you probably know, we were unsuccessful in our efforts to appoint a Children
and Families Worker at Christ Church. We found a good candidate who
interviewed very well. However, he received the offer of a full time post elsewhere,
with accommodation provided for him and his young family. This meant any part time
offer from us (without accommodation) could never compete. We plan to resume the
recruitment process in the summer and hope to have someone in post as soon as possible
to help develop this important part of the church's work.

2. The De Montfort Food Bank are losing their  cur rent base on the estate in a few
weeks’ time. They have asked us if we can help them by providing a storage room and
somewhere to batch up food packages for distribution to needy local families on
Monday afternoons each week. Church Council are keen to help and we are working
through the practicalities (which, amongst other things, will mean
shifting around some of our storage) so that, if all goes well, we can start by the end
of April.

3. Church Council Elections will be held later in April. We have four vacancies.
Please think and pray about whether you can fulfil one of these important posts in the
life of the church, or if you know someone who might be able to do so. Nomination
forms will be available shortly. We can provide further information to anyone who is
interested. For those wary of attending meetings, we have reduced the number of
Church council meetings per year from 11 to 6 and we have usually completed our
business in two hours or less. The deadline for nominations is Sunday 10 April.

4. As discussed at Congregational Meeting in February, we now have an agreed
programme of events to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Congregational Church
(and its predecessors) in Lewes. Our  Working Par ty is now star ting to work up
details. We would welcome help from other members of the congregation. Please speak
to Lindsay if you would like to help. We can make good use of your time and talents.

5. The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held after morning worship on 8 May.
The agenda will include Church Council elections, Annual accounts and Annual
Reports. In order to compile the Annual Reports, would also those with items for
inclusion please ensure they are sent to the Church Secretary by 10 April.
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We are very pleased indeed that the CSUA has confirmed that Rev. John Gordon will
remain as Minister at Christ Church for a further five-year period from August 2017.
This gives us the chance to build on the work done over recent years and plan ahead for
developing the church's work over the coming years.

Before that, of course, on 1 April, John leaves us for his three-month sabbatical in Italy.
This will provide a well-deserved physical and spiritual refreshment for him after a very
busy and demanding time. We are sure he will come back at the start of July with his
batteries recharged and ready for the challenges that lie ahead. During John’s absence,
if you have a matter which would normally require his attention, please contact one of
the Church Secretaries.

Neil Fisher Church Secretary

Lindsay Frost Administrative Secretary

FROM THE TREASURER

I have now resolved the shortfall on our 2015 contributions to the URC Ministry
and Mission Fund and made a transfer of £15,030. I will add a note
explaining that to the 2015 Accounts. The other major item this time is that
we have received a tax refund of £11,323 on Gift Aid in 2015, of which £9,404
is due to the church and the remainder to the charities we have supported. I
have already passed on £567 to Interserve (for the Women’s Hospital in
Multan) and £286 to the Lewes Support Group for Refugees and Asylum
Seekers. In total we have received £23,630 and spent £22,380 so far this year.

Andrew

THINKTANK

Wednesday 27 April 2016 7.30 - 9 pm

Judith Field Does Equality Law Matter?

Judith Field is a parishioner at Southover. She worked as a primary school
teacher before becoming an equality and diversity officer in a further education
college and a local authority. She will explain what areas of life are covered by
equality law and introduce a discussion on whether it has made
our lives better, whether it is an example of the nanny state, and what Britain
would be like without it.
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Prayers for the April
As many of you know, we are trying to move nearer our family in Bradford on Avon,
and, so far, are not having much success in selling our house. It is a frustrating time
for us, but, at the same time, we are made more aware of what we have to be grateful
for, and how different our choice of moving is from those who have been forced to
travel long distances away from their homes, fleeing conflict, seeking sanctuary and a
better life. The migrant crisis is one none of can ignore, and so far there seems no
solution to it.
In our prayers for this month, we are focussing on moving and mobility, which
Michael Davies spoke about in his sermon on Mothering Sunday. We are called to be
a pilgrim people; to take up our cross and follow Christ. This will inevitably lead
us through challenging and wilderness times.

******************
This s a prayer based on Psalm 23, by Martin Hazell:
Liberating God, you guided your Exodus people from oppression to home: comfort
those who live far from home.
Today, we pray for those who have left home to escape harm and seek safety. We
remember those who have died in their search for freedom. We pray for those who
live illegally in another country, afraid of being discovered and returned to the place
they were fleeing. We remember those who have found a welcome and pray that,
wherever that new home is, they may find hope and peace there.
Ever present God, even when we feel you are absent, wrap our travelling souls in
your love and keep us safe. Make your presence known to those on unfamiliar paths:
the newly sick and disabled, who find their bodies are not as they were; older people
coming to terms with loss of physical or mental agility; the bereaved as they cope with
great absence.
As we travel through valley and over mountaintop, be our shepherd and our guide.

**********
We think of how we can be made ready in preparation for where God calls us. This is
a prayer by Anne Sardeson:
Pilgrim God, we are a merry band of moaners, we follow you as far as it is
comfortable, then find an excuse to look back, or even turn back.
Forgive us when we forget that what we fear most may also be our salvation. Show us
your mercy, when we are drawn too easily to quick fixes. Pour the water of your grace
upon our lives, as, for all our knowledge, we still do not know your truth.
Lift up the sign of your grace. Draw us to your truth and hope, for when we are drawn
to you, we are drawn to life.

**************
We think of the challenge of following Christ, in the prayer of Ruth Maxey: I
long for you, O God, to bring peace to our world.
I long for you, O Jesus, to bring peace to our lives,
I long for you, O Holy Spirit, to fly as the dove of peace.
But Jesus, you bring challenge and not just comfort. You bring unrest and disunity as
well as peace to our lives.
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Happy Birthday to those with
April Birthdays

18 Patrick Frost
24 Marietta Van Dyck

When the peace I enjoy rests on others’ suffering; Jesus, shake me.
When I tune out the true challenge of following your way; Jesus, disturb me. When
my desire to please outweighs my desire to proclaim the truth; Jesus, challenge me.
Your way is a narrow path that unsettles and disturbs. Give me the courage to be a
voice of dissent, as well as a messenger of peace, and give me the humility to discern
the difference.

***************
We pray for the grace to keep travelling in hope and peace, remembering the words
of Ray Adams:
In this world of paradox, joy and suffering, faith still travels as an infant, and hope
is the light that leads us on.
For the grace to keep travelling in hope and peace, we thank you, and bless
your name for ever.

Pam and Geoffrey Cleave

What are we doing when we pray?

You should have received with your Newsletter a draft copy of a leaflet titled “What
are we doing when we pray” (If there wasn’t a copy, please see one of the
secretaries). This leaflet is put forward by the Mission Committee as something which
we could be made available on the table in the concourse, to be of interest to those
waiting in the concourse area, to provide an explanation to the reader of what prayer is
about. This could form the start of a series of leaflets about various aspects of our
church life. We appreciate that prayer can be a very personal activity, and we invite all
members of the congregation to read and consider the leaflet, either individually or as
a member of a house group, and pass any comments you may have to David Smith.
There will also time for some feedback at the annual congregational meeting, though
probably not time for a full discussion.

Neil Fisher
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Southern Synod Together Meeting
Southern Synod met at East Croydon URC on Saturday 12 March 2016. The theme of
the meeting was “Missional Discipleship”, and that is reported in a separate item in this
Newsletter.
The main discussion topic at the meeting was the role of the retired or former ministers
in local pastorates. Apparently, retired ministers living near to one of their former
churches, or serving ministers with strong pastoral links to members of a previous
church, or retired ministers with strong views who are members of a local church with
which they have no previous connection, can all be the cause of “awkward” situations.
These situations may be in conflict with the call of a
congregation to their current minister. The URC has issued guidelines to try and
avoid these situations. Fortunately, I cannot recall any of these situations arising in
Lewes.
On the financial side, the Synod made a surplus of over £3m in 2015, against an
expected deficit of £443,000. This was due to the sale of church buildings, obviously
not a sustainable situation. The Maintenance of the Ministry target (the levy churches
pay to central funds) was also met.
The meeting also included a vote on a resolution on Same Sex Marriage, requested
by General Assembly. The resolution was to agree that the local church meeting should
decide on whether a URC church building should be registered for the
marriage of same sex couples. The resolution was approved by 94 votes to 7.

Neil Fisher

Missional Discipleship

This topic was the main theme at the recent URC Southern Synod Together meeting.
The speaker was Rev Richard Church, who is Deputy General Secretary, Discipleship.
Missional Discipleship is a new initiative from the URC, in the spirit of renewal
which is flowing through many churches around the country. There is a growing
cultural gap, or more correctly, chasm, between the church and the unchurched
world, which we need to cross if the gospel message is to be relevant to majority of
people in our society. Profound change is needed, which was can either resist or follow.
A survey “Talking Jesus”, conducted for the Church Army, has shown that whilst many
people are OK with the idea of Jesus, and even the church, they have a problem with
God. The church should be looking outward rather than looking inward and
expecting people to come to it. There is a short video called “Jesus Said GO make
disciples”, which I hope we can share at a suitable point in the future. The URC has
established “pioneer” ministries to meet people where they are, where they feel
comfortable. We are all like pilgrims on a journey, “walking the way”, getting to
know each other, looking after each other and avoiding wrong turns. We should be
“Followers of the Way”, establishing “Holy Habits”.
A number of events are planned to launch this initiative in 2017, which is the 100th

Anniversary of the ordination of Constance Coltman the first woman to be ordained
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into the ministry of the Congregational Union of England and Wales and of a
mainstream British denomination, and 500 years since an unknown priest called Martin
Luther circulated his ninety five theses. There will be “Feasts and Festivals” nationally
and locally.
For websites worth exploring, search for “Talking Jesus”, “Freedom in Christ”, “A Life
Worth Living”, “Imagine Church” and “Discipleship Explored”

Neil Fisher

Holiday Club 2016
Christ Church annual Holiday Club will be held over 3
days from Wednesday 27 July to Friday 29 July 10.00am
to 12.30pm.

The club this year is called Adventure Cruise, using John
Hardwick’s material, published by BRF. We will be on a large ship cruising the ‘C’s
(seas). The three ‘C’s we cruising on are:

Day 1 (Weds) the ‘C’ of Courage – A woman shows great courage when she honours
Jesus. Luke 7 36-50
Day 2 (Thurs) the ‘C’ of Commitment - The paralysed man and his four committed
friends Luke 5: 17-26
Day 3 (Fri) the ‘C’ of Challenge. - Two people take up the challenge to reach out for
Jesus against all odds. Luke 8:40-56

A packed programme of activities is being planned for each day, including up-front
presentation and fun, bible story telling, drama, games, crafts, small group bible
discovery, songs, creative prayer time and more.

John, our minister, will be leading a launch service on Sunday 24 July. We will invite
all the children already enrolled and their families to this.

There will be a presentation and barbecue on the morning of Saturday 30 July and we
invite everyone at Christ Church to support this event. Please put this date in your diary
now, come along to join the children, their families and the Holiday Club Team. Then
you will hear all about our adventures on the high ‘Cs’!

John will also be leading our service at the end of the Holiday Club on Sunday 31 July
and again we will be encouraging everyone to attend.

Please support the Holiday Club Team with your prayers.

If you haven’t already offered and would like to help with the Holiday Club or want
to know more please contact me.

Glenda Pett.
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Church Calendar for April 2016

Sun 3 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Douglas Scott
Wed 6 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft

7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft
Thur 7 2.00 pm Grange Housegroup
Fri 8 9 am Prison Prayer Group

10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church - Two Tiny Coins
Sun 10 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room

10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev
Darryl Sinclair
12.30 pm Church Walk

Tue 12 1 pm Messy Church Planning Meeting
Fri 15 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots
Sun 17 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr David Coleman

6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev
Geoffrey Whitfield

Wed 20 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft
7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft
8 pm Nevill Housegroup

Thur 21 2.00 pm Grange Housegroup
Fri 22 9 am Prison Prayer Group

9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots
Sun 24 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room

10.30 am Morning worship led by Dr Graham Campling
Mon 25 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group

8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road
Wed 27  7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. Judith Field - Does Equality Law

Matter?
Fri 29 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots
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MAY NEWSLETTER

Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 10 April at 12.30 pm

Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com

Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 18 April

Publication date - Sunday 24 April

ROTAS FOR APRIL 2016

Transport

Flowers

Flower
Distribution

Communion
Servers

Door Stewards
am

Door Stewards
pm

Vestry Stewards
am

Vestry Stewards
pm

Coffee

Powerpoint

Sunday Club

3 10 17 24

Lindsay Frost Geoffrey Cleave Neil Fisher Robert Smith

Pat Thompson Glenda Pett

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett

Richard Partridge Richard Partridge

Joy Tasker &
Pat Thompson

Linda Beddow
& Robert

Smith

Andrew Buxton
& Irene
Gannon

Linda Beddow &
Graham Purdye

Robert Smith

Richard
Partridge

Richard
Partridge

Richard
Partridge

Richard
Partridge

Richard Partridge

Robert and
Eleanor

Liz, Tom and the
boys

Beattie and
Graham Linda B and Anna

Graham Irene Robert Graham

Graham and
Anna Glenda and Liz Irene and Eleanor 4th Sunday
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club.
Holy Communion on the second Sunday
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship.

6.30 pm Evening Worship, third Sunday only, with
Holy Communion.

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am Christ Church Tots (Term Time only)

8 pm Choir Practice

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

For a more detailed diary for the month please see
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice

Sheet
© This Newsletter is copyright reserved


