
1 Christ Church Lewes 
 

CHRIST CHURCH 
United Reformed and Methodist 

 

NEWSLETTER     
DECEMBER 2015 

 
 
 
 
 

Prince Edward’s Road 
Lewes BN7 1BL 

 
www.christ-church-lewes.org 

Follow us on Twitter @christchlewes 

In this issue . . . 

 Prayers for December 

 Carol Singing and other Festive Enjoyment 

 Reform Magazine 

 Diary Dates for 2016 

 



 
2 Christ Church Lewes 

 
  

 

MINISTER 
 
Reverend John Gordon 
44 Windsor Road 
Hailsham 
BN27 3HL 
01323 845380  
revjohngordon@btinternet.com  
 
CHURCH SECRETARY 
 
Neil Fisher 
28 Caburn Crescent 
Lewes 
BN7 1NR 
01273 471487 
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 
 
Lindsay Frost 
5 Barn Hatch Close 
Lewes 
BN7 1FA 
01273 486448 
christchurchsecretary@btconnect.com 
 
CHURCH TREASURER: 
 
Andrew Buxton 
21 The Gallops 
Lewes 
BN7 1LR 
Tel: 01273 477997 
andrew.buxton@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Church Website:   www.christ-church-lewes.org 
Church Office Telephone: 01273 488237 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

One of the personal joys for me during the closing stages of Advent and the 
beginning of Christmas is the singing  of Carols. I would be here all day if I were to 
started talking about favourite Carols - however "While shepherds watched..." would 
be in my top three! 
 

"And the angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and the shepherds were filled with fear. 
And the angel said to them, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find 
a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths lying in a manger." (Luke 2:9ff) 
 

Much has been made in the commentaries of how the angels bring the Good News of 
Jesus to the common folk, the lowly shepherds who overcome their initial fear and go 
into the city to see for themselves what the angels had proclaimed. 
 

Maybe by sending the shepherds to Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus was 
a gentle way of God approaching the new parents. 
 

A dentist in America has trained his pet dog a Golden Retriever to join him in 
his treatment room to help calm his very nervous patients prior to their dental 
treatment. There was a lovely picture of a young girl on the dentist chair 
cuddling the dog as the dentist was going about his dental tasks. 
 

Hearing the news of who Jesus was going to be was probably easier to hear 
from the lips of ordinary folk than a delegation of politicians or royal 
advisors.  
 

The simple fact of evangelism is that lives can be changed by simple gentle 
words from ordinary people who love God and are prepared to share the 
Good News of God's love. 
 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas! 
 

Reverend John Gordon   
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FROM THE SECRETARIES   
 
As Christmas - and the end of another year - approaches, we would like 
to wish everyone at Christ Church a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Thank you for all your help and support as we have worked our way 
into our new roles as Church Secretary and Administrative Secretary over 
the last year or so. We are still learning and it is good to have the support 
of other church members. 
 
Before that, we have the Advent season to give us a proper 
understanding of the meaning of Christmas, amidst all the distractions of 
tinsel and commercial excess. We are very grateful to David Smith, who 
will again be producing lectionary notes to give us some thoughtful 
pauses along the way from Advent through Christmas to Epiphany. 
 
2016 will be a big year for the church. It will be the 200th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Tabernacle, the predecessor of the 
Congregational Church in Lewes. We are pleased to have confirmed that 
the Lay Moderator of the United Reformed Church, Alan Yates, will be 
attending a special anniversary service here on Sunday 27 November 
2016.  
 
We are setting up a small committee to oversee preparations for this and 
other anniversary events to be held during 2016 and will be asking for 
volunteers to join this group. The anniversary will be a great opportunity 
for us to show one aspect of the long history of our Christian witness in 
Lewes and to demonstrate its continued relevance to life in the town 
today. 
 
We are also progressing the recruitment of the new Children and Families 
Worker. The advertisement will go out in "Premier Youth 
Work" (apparently the best publication for this type of post), other 
channels and online, early in January and we hope to hold interviews 
around late February or early March. We do not know when the appointee 
will start with us, as they may be able to start quickly, or they may have a 
period of notice to work out elsewhere. This is another big opportunity for 
us, made possible by the great generosity of bequests from Betty Brown 
and Vreni Smith. 
 
Once again, best wishes for the Christmas season. 
 
Neil Fisher    Church Secretary  
 
Lindsay Frost Administrative Secretary  



3 Christ Church Lewes 

Prayers for December 
 

As we approach Christmas, the end of one year and the start of a new 
year; a time for celebration, a time for looking back, a time for looking 
forward; looking at our increasingly globalised world, where our futures 
are increasingly interlinked: 
 
Pray for our Christian sisters and brothers throughout the world, who 

will be celebrating with us at Christmas time. Whilst not knowing 
how we would respond in the same situation, pray especially for 
those increasing numbers who are persecuted for their faith, that 
they will have the courage to stand fast and the knowledge that 
their suffering will not be in vain. 

 
Pray for those who have the power to address the growing inequality 

in the world, a world of haves and have nots, that they may see 
that we are all part of one family and have responsibilities towards 
each other, locally, nationally and internationally.  

 
Pray for the United Nations conference on Climate Change, meeting in 

Paris, that those attending will have the wisdom and the 
willingness to look beyond their own short term interests and have 
the courage to withstand vested interests and to take the actions 
necessary to ensure that the long term future of humankind is not 
imperilled. 

 
Pray for those who have nowhere to call home, the homeless in our 

own country – on the street, in bed and breakfast accommodation, 
in rented accommodation at the mercy of rapacious landlords; 
refugees scattered across Europe, fleeing warfare and 
persecution; that solutions can be found and implemented to these 
seemingly intractable issues. 

 
Neil Fisher 
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FREE CHURCH CHOIRS FESTIVAL 
 
 
 

Seven members of the Church Choir went up to Methodist Central 
Hall, Westminster, on Saturday 17 October, to take part in the 91st 
Free Church Choirs Festival of Church Music. It was a very enjoyable 
occasion, and a pleasure to sing in a choir of several hundred. We 
prevailed on another singer to take our photograph on the gallery, with 
the vast organ (and an intrusive light!) behind us. Left to right, the choir 
members are: Hazel Freeman, Michael Joseph, Eleanor Smith, Linda 
Beddow, Janet Cooper, Robert Smith and Carol Walton. 
 
Robert Smith 

Sunday 6 December 6.30 pm 
Choral Evening Service led by Revd John Gordon 
 
The service will include joyful Advent hymns and anthems, from the sixteenth 
century to the present, as we prepare for the Christmas Season and our 
celebration of the coming of Jesus. 
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CAROL SINGING AND OTHER FESTIVE ENJOYMENT 
 

There are a number of opportunities to sing your Christmas favourites 
this year. 
 
On Sunday 13 December at 2.30pm, we join with St. Anne’s Church 
for our annual “Carols on the Green”, on Nevill Green. Note the start 
time, which is earlier than usual. We will be accompanied by the 
Lewes, Glynde and Beddingham Brass Band, and there will be hot 
mince pies and mulled apple juice. 
 
In Christmas week, on Monday 21 December, we will be “Singing 
round the neighbourhood” in aid of NCH – Action for Children. We will 
be gathering at the church at 7 pm, and after singing around Leicester 
Road and Valance Road, we will return to the church for hot mince 
pies and hot chocolate. 
 
On Tuesday 22 December, the Lewes Passion Play are organising 
singing round the town, starting at Cliffe Precinct at around 7:30 pm 
and ending up back at Eastgate Baptist Church for … more mince 
pies. 
 
Finally, on Thursday 3 December, Lewes Late Night Shopping 
evening, the Passion Play team will be presenting an inter-active 
nativity, which will culminate in Harvey's yard. Look out for further 
details. 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
The bank statement has just arrived so these are the figures correct as 
of 14 September. 
 
Receipts this year (excluding bequests) are £58,697.  I received £10 
as compensation for my aggravation in trying to get information out of 
Barclays.  Payments are £50,440. This month they include an electric 
bill of £492, a donation to the British Legion of £40 and a contribution 
of £500 towards John’s sabbatical expenses.  
 
Andrew 
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Reform is for Christmas, not just for life! 

 

Give a gift of insight and inspiration this Christmas! Give a Reform gift 

subscription! 

Support the United Reformed Church's acclaimed magazine, and give your 

friends and relatives a great resource for Christian living, thinking and 

mission. One-year gift subscriptions are available now, and come with a 

personalised gift card. 

"Reform's mission is to help all of us to be actively engaged in the work of 

God's kingdom, and constantly growing spiritually," says the editor, Stephen 

Tomkins. "There's no better way to support that mission than to introduce 

new readers to Reform." 

Since its redesign in 2013, Reform has gone from strength to strength. "Just 

keeps getting better – a really classy resource," as Lawrence Moore of the 

Windermere Centre says. Michael Jagessar, the URC's secretary for racial 

justice & intercultural ministry calls Reform "a must read". The theologian 

Robert Beckford hails it as "a prophetic voice". 

A gift subscription to the paper magazine costs £25 – and for the digital 

edition (for tablets, smartphones and computers) it's just £18. You can also 

buy a combined gift subscription to both paper and digital editions for only 

£31. Each subscription gives a full year of fantastic reading – 10 copies 12 

months. 

Buy your gift subscription online (Google Reform gift subscription offers), call 

01371 851 886 or return by post the Christmas gift subscription form on page 

24 of the November issue of Reform. 

 
There, that's Christmas sorted! 

http://dmtrk.net/2JB1-HLW1-2VKMB3-7JIVX-1/c.aspx
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Happy Birthday to those with 
 December Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

4 Tom Lunt 

5 Katie Clarke 

25 Lindsay Frost 

27 Gwyneth Watkinson 

 
 
 
 
Church Council    
  
13 January 
9 March 
11 May 
13 July 
7 September  
9 November 
  
Congregational Meeting  
(now 2nd Sundays) 
  
14 February 
8 May (AGM) 
11 September 
13 November 
 
Think Tank   
  
27 January 
24 February 
27 April 
25 May 
22 June 
3 August 
28 September 
26 October 
23 November 
  

 
 
 
 

Messy Church  
 
19 February 
8 April 
3 June 
2 September 
28 October 
30 December 
  
 
Holiday Club 
  
27 - 29 July  
  
Tots terms  
(Fridays, school term time) 
  

 

8 January to 12 February 

26 February to 18 March 

15 April to 27 May 

10 June to 22 July 

9 September to 21 October 

4 November to 16 December 

2016 DATES FOR YOUR (NEW) DIARY  
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 Church Calendar for December 2015 

 Wed 2 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 

 Fri 4 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 6 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr David Coleman  
 3 pm Ashdown Singers Christmas Concert at St Thomas  
 More, Seaford 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 Wed 9 7:30 pm Church Council 

 Thur 10 2.00 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 11 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 13 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 
 2.30 pm Carols on the Green 

 Wed 16 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 18 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 20 10.30 am Carol service  
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 

 Mon 21 7 pm Carol Singing round the neighbourhood 

 Tue 22 10.30 am - 1 pm Christmas Messy Church 
  7:30 pm Passion Play - Carols round the town 

 Fri 25 10 am Family Service for Christmas Day led by Rev John  
 Gordon 

 Sun 27 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield  

 Mon 28 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 
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 JANUARY NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 13 December at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 21 December 
 
Publication date - Sunday 27 December 

ROTAS FOR  DECEMBER 2015 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

6 13 20 27 

Robert Smith Alan Pett Lindsay Frost Neil Fisher 

Pat Thompson  Vacant Janet Cooper Vacant  

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

  Neil Fisher Neil Fisher   

Joy Tasker &  
Pat Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert 

Smith 

Andrew Buxton 
& Irene 
Gannon 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham Purdye 

Richard  
Partridge 

  Robert Smith   

Neil Fisher Neil Fisher Neil Fisher Neil Fisher 

Neil Fisher   Neil Fisher   

Neil and Linda F Alan and Glenda 
Brenda and 

Norman 
Liz, Tom and the 

boys 

Irene Robert Graham Irene 

Glenda and Eleanor 
Irene and 
Graham 

Liz and Anna 4th Sunday 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


