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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 
 

Jesus said: " For where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them". (Matt 18:20) 
 

And John from Essex said: I can't believe how kind people have 
been.....it's like a Sunday school outing. I get so excited!" 
 

The reason for John's excitement is that doctors are being urged to hold 
tea parties for their elderly patients. Surgeries that have done so "have 
seen a reduction in the numbers of patients coming to us because they 
are lonely and an increase in the standing of the practice in the 
community".  
 

The English Longitudinal Study of Ageing in 2013 found that social 
isolation was associated with "a higher risk of death in older people 
regardless of whether they consider themselves lonely". 
 

The above story was reported in the iweekend on the 15th October 2015. 
 

It was interesting to note John's response to these social gatherings 
reminding him of his childhood memories of Sunday School. It was clear 
that he enjoyed the outings but it doesn't indicate if he still belongs to a 
church. 
 

Can there be a lesson for us as church in this story? I presume that all 
that is involved was a provision of a comfortable room, tea and cake and 
of course conversation. 
 

Perhaps the challenge is to make more space for conversation in our 
worship? 
 

The encouragement is that there is real value in people gathering 
together. That "congregationalism" has a healing value. Let us make the 
most of our Sunday congregation and be committed to it! 
 

With every blessing, 
 

John Gordon.     
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FROM THE SECRETARIES  
 
The Congregational Meeting on September 27 supported the recruitment of a 
part time Children & Families Worker to help us build on the work we have 
done in recent years in bringing people into the church through Christ Church 
Tots, Messy Church and the Holiday Club. The new post, initially for three 
years, will be financed from the generous bequests received from our late 
members, Betty Brown and Vreni Smith.  
 
This doesn't mean that we will be "outsourcing” this work to the new post 
holder. In fact, it will mean that the congregation will have more to do in this 
field to give them the support and encouragement they need to make a 
success of the new job. 
 
A detailed recruitment programme is now being drawn up and we will keep 
you informed of progress. 
 
A recent report called "Social Action and Church Growth" by the charity 
Jubilee+ takes a look at the wider picture of how social action by faith 
groups affects church membership. It gathered information from a wide range 
of churches across the UK. The conclusion is that there is a direct link 
between "community involvement" and attendance at church events.  
 
More information is at http://www.premier.org.uk/News/UK/Report-links-
social-action-to-church-growth  
 
With church attendance declining generally, and - at the same time - 
austerity reducing the "state safety net", the report suggests that social action 
by churches is the way ahead to tackle both these problems. It also fits well 
with our Christian calling to work with those people who most need help.  
 
The top ten social action activities (perhaps a bit skewed by responses from 
big city churches) with the most positive effect on church growth were:  
 
1. Helping homeless people get settled 
2. Parents and toddlers 
3. Caring for the elderly beyond the church family 
4. Special needs adults 
5. A cafe open to the public 
6. Children's club (up to age 11) 
7. Bereavement counselling  
8. Youth work (12-19) 
9. Special needs children  
10. Asylum seekers and refugees 
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However the results also found there was no perfect model for which projects 
will increase church numbers. The survey, of over two hundred churches, 
found that it comes down to a number of factors including church size, length 
of activity, and whether it was in a city or rural setting. 
 
Larger churches in inner city areas proved to be most effective. 
 
This is not surprising. First, as we know, much of the energy of smaller 
churches is devoted to just "keeping things going" and there can be little 
energy left to look outwards and promote action in the local community. 
Secondly, the inner cities are where social problems are most acute and 
where the churches' sense of mission can be stronger than in "comfortable" 
small towns.  
 
Back at Christ Church, our new initiative with a Children & Families Worker 
will be a real opportunity for us to do more with the local community and, 
hopefully, also bring in more people and help "grow the church". 
 
Neil Fisher       Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost      Administrative Secretary  

IBRA BIBLE READING NOTES AND URC PRAYER HANDBOOK 

I shall shortly be ordering copies of these for anyone who would like to take 
them.  
 
Fresh from the Word will cost approximately £9 and the URC handbook 
will cost about £7.50 including postage.  
 
I also have details of the Methodist Prayer Handbook ‘Pilgrims on a Journey’ 
if anyone would be interested in ordering this. The cost is £3.75 excluding 
postage. 
 
Please would you me know by 23

rd
 November if you would like me to order 

either of these publications for you. I can provide further information if you 
would like to know more. 
 
Janet Cooper 
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LEWES PASSION PLAY 
 
The Passion Play has now set itself up as a registered charity overseen by 
appointed trustees. Whilst its focus will be putting on the Passion Play every 
five years (the next is in 2020), it will also work on other projects to promote 
the Christian message in the town. 
 
One project is an "Interactive Nativity Play”, which will be performed at the 
Lewes Late Night Christmas Shopping event on Thursday 3 December. 
Rehearsals got under way in October and will continue through November. If 
you would like to get involved, please speak to Graham Purdye, who will be 
one of the trustees of the new charity. 
 
Town wide carol singing by Passion Play members is also planned for 
Tuesday 22 December 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
At 9 October our receipts for the year (excluding bequests) come to £52,482.  
Donations at the church lunch made a surplus of £81.30 towards the Lewes 
Foodbank.   Payments come to £43,661.  I have sent cheques for £1,700 to 
Christian Aid for the Syrian Refugees appeal, £950 to the Lewes Group for 
Support of Refugees and Asylum Seekers (following the decision at 
Congregational Meeting that this should be our home charity of the year) and 
£550 to the Lewes Foodbank.  We paid the road tax on the Minister’s car of 
£130.  Until the October bank statement comes, I don’t know whether the 
URC Ministry and Mission Fund has debited us yet. 
 
Andrew 

MESSAGE FROM MAVIS - Thank you so much for another bunch of lovely 

flowers, this time from Harvest Thanksgiving. They were promptly and 

safely delivered by Joy to whom I am so grateful both for bringing the 

flowers and for standing in for me at the Traidcraft Stall at such short 

notice. 
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Happy Birthday to those with 
November Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

2 Benina Spencer 

12 Becky Bostwick 

19 Jill Cane 

23 Phillip Hübbe-Nelson 

23 Amy Hübbe-Nelson 

30 Beattie Purdie 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN LEWES (CTL) 

Two dates for your diary ..... 

 
CTL are holding a service at St Pancras at 6p.m. on Sunday 1 
November, led by the new  RC Bishop of Arundel &  Brighton, 
Richard Moth. There will be no evening service at Christ Church on 
that date  
 
CTL will also hold a special service on Sunday evening of 17 
January, as part of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at 
a venue to be agreed 

THINKTANK 
Wednesday 25 November 7.30 – 9 pm 
Neville Harrison  
Why is Lewes in a National Park? 
  
Neville Harrison, who lives in Southease, has been a Member of the South 
Downs National Park Authority since it became reality in 2010 and deputy 
Chair of the Planning Committee. Before that he worked as a consultant 
surgeon in Brighton and also worked in Uganda and Tanzania. As a panel 
member of the General Medical Council he has been involved with 
professional regulation and with medical education as a Postgraduate Dean. 
He sees his present role as an opportunity to promote the recreational 
benefits of the National Park and to preserve it for future generations to 
enjoy. 
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PRAY AND FAST FOR THE CLIMATE 
 AHEAD OF UN CONFERENCE 

 
The Christian prayer initiative, Pray and Fast for the Climate, is announcing 
its plans for an autumn of prayer activity leading up to December's UN 
climate talks in Paris. 
 
Pray and Fast for the Climate works alongside the international Fast for the 
Climate movement and aims to resource Christians for regular, informed 
prayer on climate issues. 
 
Pray and Fast will be partnering with other Christian prayer initiatives to 
create a ‘ring of prayer’ around the negotiations in December. 
 
Supporters will be invited to sign up for specific prayer and fasting times 
during the talks and to post their prayers on a website and via social media. 
 
Prayer resources are available free of charge on the Pray and Fast website 
at http://tinyurl.com/nttjw5x 

http://tinyurl.com/nttjw5x
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GRANGE HOUSEGROUP ANNUAL REPORT FOR 
2014 - 2015 

 
We have met at Daphne's flat for some time now and once again we 
thank her very much for offering us hospitality Grange house group is the 
only one which meets fortnightly.  We are now rather a small group 
numbering five members but we would always welcome more members! 
 
We have held a series of meetings based on studying various paintings 
about the life of Jesus concentrating on His miracles.  I would say that 
despite the fact these paintings were modern ones, the message they 
were trying to teach us came across strongly, and I would commend the 
package to other House Groups. 
 
We had been recommended to look at 'One Plus One’ along with other 
House Groups and this we did, although I think that it is fair to say that 
some members of the group felt uncomfortable in doing so.  However, 
after one particular meeting maybe more members accepted that this is a 
way of life for some people in society and we as Christians should not 
question them. 
 
Another document that we had been asked to study was 'What is the 
Spirit saying to the Churches?'  This is a consideration of falling numbers 
in the churches and also a tiredness and bewilderment felt by many 
members.    
 
It is in a way maybe easier to look at Bible studies!  We recently used 
‘Miracles in the Gospel of John' and once again felt inspired and uplifted 
by using material like that.  
 
 
We are currently using another Bible study which 'offers a more 
comprehensive survey of the whole Bible'. This relatively slim volume 
aims to tell you just what the Bible contains and to describe the countries 
in which it is set and the customs the people use. 
 
As well as our regular meetings devoted to study of the Bible, we also 
meet once a month, with other members of our church at Neil and Linda's 
house.  Some of the money collected by Linda goes to the C.F. 
Association.   
 
Anna  
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 Church Calendar for November 2015 
 Sun 1 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dick Field 
 6 pm Churches Together United Service at St.Pancras 

 Mon 2 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup at Margaret's 

 Wed 4 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 

 Fri 6 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 8 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Remembrance Sunday worship led by Rev John  
 Gordon  

 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Wed 11 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Thu 12 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 13 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 15 Prison's week 
 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr David Chapman  
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion  

led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield 

 Mon 16 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup 

 Wed 18 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 
 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 20 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 22 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am 4th Sunday worship led by Rev John Gordon  
 12 noon Congregational Meeting 

 Mon 23 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Tue 24 7.30 pm Mission Committee 

 Wed 25 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank.  Neville Harrison - Why is Lewes 
 in a National Park? 

 Thu 26 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 27 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 29 10.30 am Advent Sunday worship led by Rev Geoffrey  
 Gordon  
 6.30 pm Joint Advent Service at St. Anne’s 
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 DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 15 November at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 23 November 
 
Publication date - Sunday 29 November 

ROTAS FOR  NOVEMBER 2015 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

1 8 15 22 29 

Geoffrey Cleave Neil Fisher Alan Pett Lindsay Frost Robert Smith 

Pat Thompson Mickie Lodge 
Daphne 

Pattenden 
In memory of Neale 

& Ray Tasker 
  

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett Vacant  

  Tom & Liz Lunt  Lindsay Frost      

Joy Tasker &  
Pat Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert 

Smith 

Andrew Buxton 
& Irene 
Gannon 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham Purdye 

Linda Beddow 
& Andrew 

Buxton 

CTLA service   Robert Smith     

Tom & Liz Lunt  Tom & Liz Lunt  Tom & Liz Lunt  Tom & Liz Lunt  Tom & Liz Lunt  

CTLA service   Lindsay Frost      

Beattie and Graham Linda B and Anna Viv and Lindsay 
Congregational 

Meeting 
Pam and Geoffrey 

Graham Irene Robert Graham Robert? 

Irene and Anna Liz and Eleanor 
Graham and 

Glenda 
4th Sunday Irene and Anna 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


