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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 
 

"Jesus opened the book and found the place where it was written: The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." (Luke 4 
vs. 17ff) 
 

Despite being a lost cause, Mr Jeremy Corbyn was swept into the role 
of the Labour Party Leader. This was either the best news in years or 
a complete disaster depending of course where you stand in the 
political spectrum. 
 

People were quick to make comment on Mr Corbyn's success. I was 
struck by the comment made by a female Labour supporter in 
Crawley. In exasperation she declared to the reporter: "It is no good 
having principles if you don't have power!" 
 

Love or hate Mr. Corbyn, all agree that he is a polite and principled 
man. 
 

Was Corbyn elected to lead the Labour back into 10 Downing Street or 
to try and create a credible responses to all the pressing issues that 
face us? 
 

Jesus identified himself with the principles laid out in scripture that he 
read out in the synagogue. The peoples' response to Jesus was pure 
wrath. They dragged him out of the city and were prepared to throw 
him off the cliff!     
 

Only time will tell if Mr. Corbyn will get the keys to 10 Downing Street. 
However, as Jesus discovered, you don't need to be a Prime Minister 
to use your principles to try and change the world. The ultimate power 
that Jesus expressed was seen on the Cross. 
 

With Every Blessing, 
 

John Gordon    
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FROM THE SECRETARIES  
 
As we enter autumn, Church Council resumed with a very full agenda at its 
September meeting. Although many different issues were discussed, a central theme 
ran through the agenda.  
 
This was how we best manage our resources when both congregation numbers, and 
the "active" members available to plan, prepare and deliver the church's various 
activities,  are falling and  - at the same time -  we are seeking to develop new 
initiatives which will help turn things around and bring new people into the church. 
Many churches up and down the country are wrestling with similar problems. 
 
At Church Council, we discussed four issues which may help us make progress and 
which were taken to the Congregational Meeting on Sunday September 27 for 
discussion with the wider church membership: 
 
* Pastoral care is an essential part of our church life, so that church members keep in 
touch and have the support they need through life's ups and downs . We would like to 
mobilise those church members (both on Church Council and elsewhere) who have an 
aptitude or calling for this important work and then reallocate responsibilities so we 
use our available resources to best effect. 
 
* The annual church calendar currently involves 11 meetings of Church Council and 
5 Congregational Meetings, all of which demand time, travel, agendas, minutes and 
follow up actions. This puts a big burden on us and also means that week-to-week 
administrative stuff can crowd out time for reflection on the church's mission and 
direction. Church Council are proposing a reduction of the number of meetings to 6 
Church Council and 4 Congregational Meetings in 2016, with other dates reserved in 
the diary for one-off discussions and more reflective sessions, if they are needed. 
 
* Sunday evening services twice a month are suffer ing dwindling attendance 
and, arguably, requiring a disproportionate effort to maintain them. Church Council 
are suggesting some options for the future, with a preference for a once a month 
Sunday evening communion service at Christ Church and occasional joint Sunday 
evening services with other churches in Lewes at other venues.  
 
* Good progress has been made on examining the practicality of appointing a part-
time Children’s and Families Worker at Chr ist Church to build on the good 
work done at Tots, Messy Church and Holiday Club in engaging with children and 
their families in the local community. Generous bequests to the church mean that we 
are financially equipped to make a new appointment, but Church Council needs to be 
sure that this has the whole-hearted backing of the congregation and that we are all 
ready to support the new postholder in their vital work of "growing the church", as if 
the appointment is made, it will mean more work rather than less work for the 
congregation, if it is to be a success.  
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All of this will mean significant changes to the way the church operates. 
However,  Church Council strongly feels that we must adapt to a changing world as 
we look forward the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Tabernacle in 2016 
(following the 200th anniversary of the Methodist chapel in 2007) and carrying on 
our Christian witness into a third century. 
 
Neil Fisher  
 
Lindsay Frost 

PRAYER THOUGHTS . . . 
 
How encouraging and uplifting it is to hear that you are in people’s thoughts and 
prayers - some members of our congregation have been very grateful for the church 
prayer fellowship in the past few weeks. There are others, too, who we do not see so 
often because they live away who are facing new challenges and for whom we should 
pray.  Tim Partridge and his wife Abby have begun their training as Tim answers the 
call to ministry in the Anglican Church. Karen Terry is having a worrying time in 
Kenya at the moment as she adjusts to new working conditions. Our thoughts and 
prayers are needed, too, for those brave, committed people that are working in 
various parts of the world to help the homeless immigrants who are desperately 
concerned for their families and their children. 
 
The first two lines of the five verses of hymn writer Bernadette Farrell’s lovely hymn:  
“Longing for light . . .” (706 “Singing the Faith”) sum up many of the concerns of the 
world for us today and the last verse is a challenge to us all: 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness   . . . 
    Longing for truth, we turn to you 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled . . .   
   Longing for hope, many despair 
Longing for food, many are hungry . . . .  
   Longing for water, many still thirst 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless . . .   
   Longing for warmth, many are cold 
Many the gifts, many the people 
   many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
  Let us be servants to one another,   
  making your kingdom come. 
 
A prayer:  We pray, O Lord, for Tim and Abby, and Karen that you will watch over 
them in all that they do as they seek to serve you. We ask that you will be with all 
those that we know and love and with any who are in pain or distress of mind or 
body, that in your mercy you will heal and restore them. We pray, too, for all those 
refugees who are without a home and who are anxious for their loved ones. We ask 
that strength may be granted to all those who are being persecuted for their faith.  O, 
Lord, hear these our prayers we beseech Thee. Amen  
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CHURCHES TOGETHER  
LEWES AREA NEWS 

 
First of all it is a great pleasure to let you know that the Eastgate Baptist Church has 
re-joined Churches Together, and we welcome them and their pastor, Steve Smith. 
 
Wednesday 30 September. A look at the Human Rights issue likely to come before 
Parliament before long.  We join Christ Church's THINK TANK to hear Professor 
Richard Vogler and Dr Elizabeth Craig talk on "The European Convention on Human 
Rights".  This is planned as an information-giving event designed to include people 
like me who know very little on the subject.  Richard Vogler is Professor of 
Comparative Criminal Law and Criminal Justice at the University of Sussex.  He has 
worked for many years as Assessor for the Council of Europe.  Elizabeth Craig is 
Senior Lecturer in Law, also at Sussex.  She specialises in human rights.  They will 
explain the origins and development of the European Convention on Human Rights, 
written by the UK and others after World War 2 and the implications of the proposals 
to be published in the autumn to change the status of the ECHR in UK law.   
 
On Saturday 3 October the Quakers invite anyone interested to a special event entitled 
"A Taste of Quaker Silence".  This will last an hour and be akin to a teach-in, with 
some explanation of practice at a Quaker Meeting for Worship.  There will also be 
some time for a gathered silence.  We do hope that as many as possible will come to 
this short and simple event. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held at St Anne's Church on Thursday 22 
October, 7 for 7.30pm. We are very fortunate to have as speaker Angela Howard from 
St Pancras Church who will talk about the Pope's recent Encyclical on Climate 
Change. All are welcome 
 
Also for the AGM your committee has decided that this year we should encourage an 
election for the committee.  So when the AGM agenda is sent out you will be asked to 
complete a nomination slip to be returned in advance of the meeting.  We are sorry on 
this occasion to be losing Diana Rogers from St Anne's.  She has served the 
ecumenical cause in all its local ups and downs with much love and faithfulness, and 
the committee will miss her wisdom.  The rest of the present committee are happy to 
stand again and will be proposed and seconded in the normal way. 
 
Sunday 1 November 6pm at St Pancras Roman Catholic Church, Lewes we shall join 
Fr Jonathan Martin and the people of St Pancras for Vespers.  The preacher will be 
the new Bishop of Arundel and Brighton, the Rt Revd Richard Moth.  Please note the 
time, which is earlier than usual for Sunday evening events. 
 
Christmas Day Lunch. This will go ahead as usual.  We are hugely grateful to Gretel 
Scott for agreeing to co-ordinate this event. 
 
From Caroline Pybus’ Newsletter 
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Happy Birthday to those with 
October Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

5 Jane Armstrong 

6 Roy Watkinson 

14 Pam Cleave 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
At 11 September our receipts for the year (excluding bequests) come to £47,650 and 
payments are £38,240.  This looks quite good except that I am expecting a payment 
of £16,909 to the URC Ministry and Mission Fund imminently (as mentioned last 
month) which will mean we are drawing on our reserves for £7,500.  The largest item 
of expenditure this year was the minister’s car at £10,295 and Hailsham Methodists 
are paying back their share to us monthly, so some of this shortfall will be made up 
over time. 
 
Andrew 

Sunday 18 October 6.30 

Choral Communion Service led by Revd John Gordon 

The service will include some of the music to be sung the previous day at the 
Biennial Festival of Church Music at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster. A group 
of singers from Christ Church plan to join the choir there. 

Thinktank 
 

Wednesday 28 October 7.30 – 9 pm 
David Rees    Can we still trust bankers? 
 

David is a retired bank manager and a parishioner of St Pancras.  He now 
runs training courses for people working in business and industry. He will 
describe the role of banks in modern society and reflect on the change in 
public perception of bankers during his lifetime. 



 
6 Christ Church Lewes 

TRAIDCRAFT 
 
Now that we have passed Harvest Thanksgiving it is time to think ahead. This is 
particularly important this year as we are not buying a stock of Christmas cards but 
are awaiting your orders to see what you like. 
Please study the poster on the wall or borrow the catalogue to do it at your leisure. 
As usual there are lots of gifts as well as cards and food as always. 
Remember that the profit on these cards is used to support Christian Aid, CAFOD
(the Catholic Church charity) and SCIAF (Scottish churches) as well as Traidcraft all 
good causes worthy of our support. Mavis 

REFORM 
 
It is time to renew (or join in) to have this URC monthly. I will be around soon. 
Since there  has been a new editor several people have mentioned how interesting 
and wide ranging the articles are.  Mavis 

URC DIARIES 
 
It is time to order this very useful (especially to church connected people) diary. 
See Mavis. 

Posh Nosh 
Saturday 24th October 2015 at 17.30 
Fund Raising Event for Karen and 

Vivian. 
 

Menus and updates on Karen’s situation 
will be distributed shortly. 

Your support will be greatly appreciated.  
Please book the date. 
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URC SOUTHERN SYNOD 

“Getting to Grips with the Bible” – Study Day 

 
A Study Day for – 

 TLS LITE “Getting to grips with the Bible” students 

 Any Christians who want to explore the subjects simply out of interest 

 Bible Study or Junior Church Leaders 

 Occasional or regular preachers 

Those considering further study (e.g. TLS) 
Date: Saturday 17 October 2015, 10 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. 

 
Venue: St. Matthew’s Church, Chichester Road, Croydon CR0 5NQ. (1/2 mile from 

East Croydon station (Bus services 64 and T33 to Selborne Road)  
 
During the day you will have the opportunity to attend three workshops from the 
following: Reading and praying with the Psalms; Ecclesiastes; Kings and Prophets 
(with particular reference to Isaiah and Jeremiah); Law and Love (with particular 
reference to Amos and Hosea); The Parables of Jesus; John’s Gospel; Paul; Apoclytic 
Literature in the Old and New Testaments. 
 
See programme for more details and application form. Or contact Lauren Kane, 
Admin Support to the Development Officer for Education and Learning. Tel. 020 
8688 3730 doelandmissionpa@urcsouthern.org.uk 

THANK YOU! 
 
Thankyou so much for the flowers which Linda Fisher gave to me from the church 
three weeks ago and a big “thank you” also for the lovely card for my 80th birthday. 
I do appreciate it all so much 
With all the good wishes and blessings 
Joy Tasker 

mailto:doelandmissionpa@urcsouthern.org.uk


 
8 Christ Church Lewes 

 Church Calendar for October 2015 

 Fri 2 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 4 10.30 am Morning worship led by Ms Carmen Davies  
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 5 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup at Irene's 

 Thu 8 2 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 9 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 10 10 am - 5 pm Synod Together 

 Sun 11 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 

 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Wed 14 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 16 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 17 7.15 pm Homelink Quiz at Ringmer Village Hall 

 Sun 18 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr John Neal  
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon with music by the choir 

 Mon 19 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 21 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 22 2 pm Grange Housegroup 
 7.30 pm Churches Together AGM at St.Anne’s 

 Fri 23 7.30 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 24 5.30 pm Posh Nosh for Karen 

 Sun 25 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Cradle Roll Service and Morning worship led by  
             Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 26 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 
 Wed 28 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank. David Rees -  Can we still trust  
 bankers 

 Fri 30 10.30 am - 11.30 am Messy Church 
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 NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 11 October at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 19 October  
 
Publication date - Sunday 25 October 

ROTAS FOR  OCTOBER 2015 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

4 11 18 25 

Robert Smith Lindsay Frost Alan Pett Neil Fisher 

Pat Thompson       

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

  Lindsay Frost  Janet Cooper    

Joy Tasker & Pat 
Thompson 

Linda Beddow & 
Robert Smith 

Andrew Buxton 
& Irene Gannon 

 Richard Partridge 
& Graham Purdye 

Richard Partridge   Robert Smith   

Tom/Liz Lunt   Lindsay Frost  Glenda Pett  Glenda Pett  

Lindsay Frost    Janet Cooper    

Joy and Pat Jane and Irene 
Liz, Tom and the 

boys 
Robert and Eleanor 

Irene Graham Irene Robert 

Irene and Eleanor Liz and Anna 
Glenda and 

Graham 
4th Sunday 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


