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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
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Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Tomorrow I shall be sailing across to France out of Newhaven. After a very 
busy and successful "Space Academy" Holiday Club which was followed by 
Alison's & Liam's wonderful Wedding ceremony; I am looking forward to a 
holiday!   
 

I am hoping to have a relaxing and uneventful crossing of the Channel as a 
start to our holiday. However, further along the coast we have been assailed 
by pictures of desperate refugees trying to make a crossing from Calais to 
Dover. Every night many boats arrive on Greek islands to mixed receptions. 
Sadly, many are lost at sea. 
 

Like many I feel helpless in the face of such a human tragedy. The political 
debate rages in the UK and in Europe as to how to respond to such a flow of 
human moving.  
 

The Croatian theologian Miroslav Volf explores this challenge in his book 
"Exclusion and Embrace".  He explores four movements that compose mutual 
embrace. 
 

(1) Opening the arms. This move telegraphs the desire to reach beyond 
yourself in order to connect with the other. 
(2) Waiting. You cannot force the other to come to you. 
(3) Closing. After the other steps into the embrace, this is the moment of 
mutual indwelling. 
(4) Opening the arms. Because the two have not melted into one. Now you 
have the chance to look at yourself and rediscover your own identity 
"enriched by the traces that the presence of the other has left". 
 

It would do well for all of the human family to reflect on what Volf is 
suggesting. As Christians we are called to love Christ in our neighbour 
especially those waiting at Calais and beyond. 
 

Kindest Regards, 
 

John Gordon.     
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
We hope you have enjoyed the summer and, if you have been away on holiday, come 
back refreshed. 
 
The Church ran a successful “Space Academy” Holiday Club over three days in late 
July, followed up with a Saturday BBQ and a special Sunday morning service. Thank 
you to Glenda Pett and her multi-talented team for the huge effort over many months 
in preparing for the Holiday Club and then the intense work during the event itself. 
We hope that some of the families and children involved will want to come back for 
other church activities. 
 
Generous bequests to the church mean that we are now in a position to consider 
appointment of a part-time Families and Children Worker. We have a small task 
group working hard to develop a proposal, tapping into the experience of other 
churches who have made similar appointments. This will offer us a chance to build 
on the excellent work with families done at Christ Church Tots, Messy Church, and 
Holiday Club. However, we need to remember that –if we do make an appointment – 
we will need to give a lot of support and encouragement to the new post holder to 
help them work effectively. At our Congregational Meeting on 27 September, we 
will be asking you to affirm that support so that the project can go ahead. 
 
As we refocus after the summer, we will want to pick up some of the issues raised by 
the URC’s “What is the spirit saying to the churches?” consultation. Our full 
response is set out elsewhere in this newsletter and gives us a challenging set of 
issues to tackle. These will be discussed further at Church Council during the autumn 
and any new initiatives will be brought to Congregational Meetings for discussion.  
 
We will also be looking again at how we handle pastoral work in the church, and 
how we can best provide for the needs of our congregation, giving them support 
throughout the whole of their life's journey, not just the difficult times, and how we 
can best use the skills of those with an aptitude or calling for this work, both Church 
Council members and others.  
 

Neil Fisher and Lindsay Frost    
 
TRAIDCRAFT “FAIR NECESSITIES” APPEAL  
 
Traidcraft recently ran a “Fair Necessities “appeal to help its development work with 
small holders and producers across the world. 
 
Christ Church responded to the appeal and made a donation of over £500 from 
profits on our weekly Traidcraft stall (£400) and from the “Big Brew“ event (the 
rest), where we sold a great range of home-baked cakes, many of which were made 
with ingredients from the stall . 
 
Traidcraft have written to thank us and report that this national appeal raised 
£615,000, which was more than double the original target. This total will now be 
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matched by the government as part of the UK aid match scheme. This will enable 
Traidcraft to expand its work, for example with smallholder tea growers in 
Bangladesh. Recent studies have shown that each £1 invested by Traidcraft generates 
more than £5 for local people in Bangladesh. 
Thanks for your continued support  
 

     Mavis Elliott 
 
BILAL: OUR BOY IN LEBANON  
 
For several years, we have sponsored a 
young Lebanese boy called Bilal, who 
attends primary school at the Cedars 
Centre in Beirut, his home city. The 
sponsorship arrangement is via the 
charity “Embrace the Middle East” 
which works to tackle poverty, and 
seeks to improve access to health and 
education, in the region. 
 
Each year, the Cedars Centre sends us 
a report on Bilal’s progress. This 
year’s report is very encouraging, 
showing Bilal is making good progress 
with reading and writing in Arabic, 
French and English and a range of 
other activities among them swimming, music and dancing. Like many boys of his 
age, the school describes Bilal as “talkative” and “energetic”. 
 

Peter Cane and Lindsay Frost  
 
OVERSEAS CHARITY OF THE YEAR 
 
Our overseas charity of the year is the Women's Christian Hospital in Multan, 
Pakistan. 
 
Our charity appeal was launched at a special Sunday morning service on June 28. 
Our priorities for fund raising are an improved monitor for their anaesthetic 
machine (which will make surgery safer) and a defibrillator. We will aim to raise 
£2,000 over the coming months to buy the monitor and make a substantial 
contribution to the defibrillator. 
 
Once again, the Christ Church congregation has been very generous and we are now 
nearing our target once Gift Aid is added .  Thanks to all those who have contributed. 
However, there is still time to contribute if you haven’t yet done so. If we raise more 
than our target, it will simply mean that WCH will have a smaller balance to find for 
purchasing the defibrillator and this will enable them to buy it sooner.  
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Gift Aid envelopes are available at the back of the church. Make sure you mark the 
envelope WCH. You can also make donations via the Treasurer, Andrew Buxton, 
payable to "Christ Church, Lewes": these will then be added up and a composite 
donation sent off to Pakistan. 
 
Thank you once again for your generosity to a very worthy cause.  
 

Lindsay Frost  
 
 
WHAT IS THE SPIRIT SAYING TO THE CHURCHES? : URC 
CONSULTATION 
 
The URC’s Faith and Order Committee has been consulting churches across the 
country on the future of the church, looking ahead to 2033. A study guide booklet 
was widely distributed, setting out the issues, and indicating several possible future 
scenarios. 
 
We invited views from all members of our church and the study guide booklet was 
discussed at two meetings of our Church Council in June and July and at the 
Congregational Meeting on June 28. This resulted in the following response from 
Christ Church : 
 
In responding to the consultation, we have directed ourselves to three main 
questions:  
 
Why are we members of this church and what makes it distinctive? 
What should we do in future to make our church more vibrant and sustainable? 
Whether we favour any of the future scenarios set out in the consultation document? 
 
The main reasons for membership of Christ Church, and what makes it distinctive, 
were seen as follows: 
 
The primacy of scripture  
Seeking to reconcile the teaching derived from scripture that has been passed from 

one generation to another with new interpretations of scripture on current 
issues, as we discuss and work out our faith together under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit 

The “Free Church “tradition where the congregation is able to discern its own 
mission and ministry:  a collective church where authority is held within, and 
between , congregations and not in hierarchies or individuals (“conciliarity”) 

A church that plays an active part in society, working for justice and peace in 
families and communities, and that seeks to become a living presence of Jesus 
Christ 

A community where people of a variety of backgrounds are welcomed and where 
diverse views are listened to with respect 

Seeing ourselves as Christians first, rather than as members of a particular 
denomination 
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Happy Birthday to those with 
September Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

3 Dennis Dean 

3 Nicola Moonie 

6 Katherine Galza 

7 Joseph Lunt 

9 Glenda Pett 

15 Robert Smith 

27 Hazel Freeman 

 In seeking to make a more vibrant and sustainable congregation at Christ Church, 
we need in future to: 
 
Give our church a stronger identity. We don’t have a clear “brand” in the wider 

community and need to review “who we are” and the mission statement on our 
web site 

Make more room for discussing and developing our faith and discipleship, both in 
congregational meetings and house groups 

Commit ourselves to more discussion and union/mission partnerships with other local 
churches -  including sharing worship, faith discussions, and outreach work – 
whilst recognising and celebrating the diversity of Christian faith 

Look for ways to build more bridges between our outreach work and active 
involvement in the church, particularly for children and young families. (This 
will need a big effort as society becomes increasingly “faith illiterate”) 

A willingness to experiment with worship and outreach activity 
Keeping our church building as a visible presence in the local community and using 

our resources wisely 
Develop effective marketing and communications, for example through the church 

web site and social media, and through consolidation of our contact lists on a 
single secure database. 

 
Our preference amongst the future scenarios set out in the consultation document is 
not clear cut. Overall, the scenario which comes closest for us is scenario 3 
(“encouraging local unions in each place “). 
 
By its nature, the direction and pace of joint working across denominations needs to 
be worked through locally in each area. We are part of a URC / Methodist LEP in 
central Sussex and also work together with all other Christian denominations in our 
local area. We are aware that the appetite for ecumenical work varies from church to 
church and that we may well be keener on it than some of our neighbours. 
 
So, whilst scenario 3 comes closest for us, in practice aspects of the various other 
scenarios may well also be needed. For example, it will be easier to make progress 
locally, if there is greater ecumenical unity nationally (scenario 2) and if new types of 
Christian community are developed (scenario 5)   
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PRAYERS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
We thank you loving heavenly Father that we have had a very good Holiday Club 
once again this year.  Thank you that here at Christ Church there is a strong team of 
people who can use their skills in order to tell our young children stories from the 
Bible in such in a varied and dramatic way.  Thank you that you were there with 
them throughout the holiday club right from it's very beginning.  You gave people 
ideas and then helped them to present them to our young children in an exciting and 
vibrant way. Thank you for helping every helper to play their part and to feel that 
once again young children are being taught stories from the Bible in this way. 
 
September is a time of change in education for children.  Some of our children are 
starting full time school for the first time.  Others are moving into different classes or 
onto different sectors of education.  Please be with them all Loving Father.  Help 
them not to be at all nervous but to be at peace and to remember that you are with 
them every step of the way.  
 
O Gracious heavenly Father, you have given us a beautiful world to live in and 
enjoy.  A lot of people are either going to be having holidays this year or have had 
them already.  They might have travelled abroad or they might well be appreciating 
some of the beautiful parts of the United Kingdom.  May they come back refreshed 
and full of happy memories.   
 
We have been blessed with some exceptional weather, here in our country this year 
for us to enjoy.  Thank you for the gifts of the changing seasons for us to enjoy.    
 
Please be with people who are unwell in any way at this time, especially those known 
to us, Help those who care for them whether it be professionally or simply as a 
member of their family or a friend trying to offer love and advice. 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
At 10 August our receipts for the year excluding legacies are £45,318.  We have 
received £883 from Hailsham Methodist Church as their contribution to the 
Minister’s expenses, £234 in wedding fees, and £180 for use of our hall as a polling 
station.  The appeal for the Women’s Christian Hospital in Multan raised £1,090 
which with money given earlier in the year and tax to be recovered under Gift Aid 
means we have met our target of £2,000. In addition, we received a very substantial 
gift from Vreni Smith’s will, which has gone into our Legacies Fund and will need 
serious discussion about its allocation. 
 
Payments come to £36,784.  Cleaning the carpet cost £234 and we sent £250 to the 
Mid-Sussex United Area for office expenses. Since the last report we have spent 
£544 on Messy Church and Holiday Club (under the same heading in expenses).  The 
URC do not seem to have been actioning our direct debit contributions this year.  
When this is sorted out we probably owe about £15,000. 

Andrew 
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There were five groups of children who met at their ‘Starbases’.  Each Starbase was 
named after a celestial body; - Mars, Neptune, Jupiter, Saturn and the Moon.  The 
children were known as ‘Astronauts’.  The groups were led by a “Lieutenant” and an 
“Ensign” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our minister, Revd John Gordon, was our Space Captain. He led the up front activi-
ties and singing, with Buzz Brain (Andrew Norris) telling us some interesting space 
facts each day. 
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Richard Vogler was a visiting Space Commander and 
told us some bible stories about Daniel. 
 
In their Starbase groups the Astronauts spent time 
together in Bible discovery, refreshments, games and 
crafts. 
 
The first day the children made dream catchers as we 
had been hearing about Nebucanezzar’s dream which 
Daniel interpreted for him. The second day was an 
activity involving ‘invisible writing’ and codes when the 
bible story was about the writing on the wall and Daniel 
explaining the meaning of to King Belshazzar.  The third 
day they made Lion Masks as the story was about Daniel 
in the lions’ den.  

 
The weather was fine, if a bit chilly, so we were able to play games outside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neil Fisher re-wrote and produced the drama called The Final Frontier.  This was set 
on board Starship Christ Church. Each day the crew travelled the planets of the Delta 
Quadrant, trying to spread the good news of Mission Command.  Predictably they 

Bible Discovery 

Zero Gravity Game 

Craft Lion Masks 

Refreshment Time 
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meet obstacles on their way.  In the end they discover that Mission Command helps 
them through and they spread the good news of goodness, kindness, generosity, 
honesty and mercy.  Despite smelly Odor (aka Richard Partridge) trying to thwart the 
mission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Each morning after the drama we had 
Creative Prayer time when the children were encouraged to be quiet and think about 
things of which we had been talking in our Bible Story. 
 
Altogether twenty eight volunteers helped with the club in many ways.  Everyone’s 
role was important in contributing to the success of the club.  Helen Chiasson painted 
all of our black t-shirts with space designs which really did look fantastic! 
 
About sixty five people came to the barbecue on Saturday, the children’s families and 
friends joined us in church for half an hour where we gave them a snapshot of what 
had been going on at Space Academy and saw the final episode of the drama. 
  
Thank you one and all.                                                Glenda Pett    Space Commodore 

HOLIDAY CLUB DRAMA 
 

Thanks to Neil and Linda Fisher for all their hard work relating to the Holiday Club 
drama – script, direction, sound effects, props and costumes.  It wouldn't have 
happened without you and was much appreciated by us 
in the cast.  We had a lot of fun. 
 

Sally (aka Captain Kim). 
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SPACE ACADEMY VOLUNTEERS 

GRANGE HOUSEGROUP 
We will be meeting on Thursdays 10th and 24th September at 2.15pm, at 28 St 
Thomas Court, when we will begin studying the Bible Society booklet ‘Taking 
Shape’. We warmly invite any friends to come and join us. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27 2015 

 
This year's Harvest Festival Service will be on Sunday September 2015 at 
10:30 a.m. led by Rev. John Gordon. 
 
We will be decorating the church in keeping with the Harvest theme and - as 
part of the service - we would like members of the congregation to bring 
along donations of non-perishable food to add to the decorations. These will 
be passed onto food banks in Lewes. 
 
If you do not want to donate food, and instead give money, there will also be 
a retiring collection and, again, proceeds will be passed onto food banks in 
Lewes. 
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A CHANGE IN THE KITCHEN 
 
If you have been in the church kitchen recently, you will have noticed a new tea 
towel. Nothing special there, you might think, but this tea towel is framed and hung 
on the wall by the cooker. The tea towel is one of the batch produced by Doris Barker 
in autumn 2002, as a fund raiser for the church redevelopment (priced at £3.75 and 
marketed as “an ideal Christmas gift”). We were worshipping at St Mary’s hall in 
Highdown Road at the time, while the alterations were being carried out at Christ 
Church. The tea towel contains the signatures of all the members of the church family 
at that time, young and old, and including Doris. John Phillips bought one but 
couldn’t bring himself to take it out of its bag and use it, and he thought that now it 
would be a nice idea to get it professionally framed and present it to the church. We 
agreed and thought that the kitchen would be an appropriate place to hang it, as you 
can see from the picture. So thanks to John for his kind donation. And if you are able, 
do take time to look at it and reflect on the names. 
 
Neil Fisher 

THANK YOU . . . 
 

Many thanks for the lovely flowers that we received recently from everyone at the 
church.  We have been absent for a while due to various ‘age-related’ problems which 
are steadily being dealt with and improving and we look forward to returning soon. 
Thanks, too, to all those kind souls who have ‘ministered to our needs’ so willingly, 
readily, and lovingly - bless you all.  
Jill and Peter. 
 
Thank you all for your prayers, thoughts and beautiful church flowers following my 
secret “adventure”. I hope to be back with you soon – probably before you read this. 
Mavis 
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News from Karen Terry and Vivian  
 

After the last Congregational Meeting, when I spoke 
of Karen and Vivian’s situation, and asked if anyone 
would like to contribute towards Vivian’s school 
expenses, I was able to send nearly £500 to Karen, 
thanks to your generous contributions.  This meant a 
lot to Karen, who had been going through quite a challenging time, with a change of 
leadership at ABC and some ensuing problems.  In view of these, she and Vivian 
had to leave their accommodation, and for a while were staying at the University, 
while Karen looked for somewhere else to live.  She has written recently: 
 
“We are now living in a safe and secure area in a 3 bedroom ground floor 
maisonette. This is very good for us, Vivian has her own bedroom and we have a 
spare bedroom for people to stay.....The place is unfurnished so we are having to 
buy everything. Thank you for the money from Christ Church. We can’t go 
shopping freely to where items are cheaper as safety is a big issue, so I have to send 
a trusted Kenyan friend.  When we are settled we will host Missionaries which will 
help.   
 
The environment is healthy and very pretty with lots of birds and trees. However 
rent is high, so I'm not sure we can stay here much longer. Renting is expensive 
everywhere so right now there is nowhere else for us to go. 
 
Vivian is doing well.  She is settling in to school, but we have many challenges to 
face as when the previous leaders and previous social workers gave her to me, 
although they had comprehensive case notes, they failed to do a follow up on the 
family before she came to live with me. I’m spending a lot of my time in Soweto 
Slums. We discovered recently her dad is alive and she has a grandmother we never 
knew about. Her mum died in April 2014. So this is rather a lot of information to 
absorb at the moment. 
 
I’m doing a lot of work with Vivian working with her 
through the trauma of her life in Soweto; she also 
needs a lot of help with her school work and 
homework.  I’m so proud of her and love her so 
much and can’t imagine my life without her.  
  
Vivian’s dad is unable to care for her and she will 
continue to live with me. However, we have to get 
permission letters from her school, Chief of the 
Village and her father for me to care for her. This all 
sounds straight forward, but there are some 
complications.  However her father has recently 
agreed to write the letter ... which will give me some 
peace. (He may well have done so now). 
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Despite this all going on I still feel incredibly blessed to be able to serve God here.  
I'm sure he has sent me these challenges to prepare me for the next step in life. 
However I would love some breathing time to be able to reflect on everything.” 
 
In view of her situation, Karen had to spend some of the money we sent her on her 
new accommodation, so will need more to meet Vivian’s school expenses.  Some of 
this will hopefully be provided by ABC, but we are holding a fund raising evening in 
October to raise a lump sum for Karen and Vivian. This will be on Saturday 24 
October when there will be a “Posh Nosh” at 5.30pm. 
 
Meanwhile Karen asks that we continue to remember her and Vivian in our prayers, 
and she is very grateful for all the support from Christ Church. 
 
Pam Cleave 

 

ECUMENICAL HOUSE GROUP 
 
The group comprises 5 members from Christ Church, 4 Anglicans from three 
different churches, and two Catholics. Between 1 January 2014 and 31 March 2015 
we met 15 times, with usual attendance 7-8. These meetings form part of our 
ongoing adult education and an essential extension of the teaching provided in 
Sunday worship. Through articles in the religious press, especially Reform and The 
Tablet, chapters in books, sermons, and pastoral letters from bishops, we find 
writers attempting to express in fresh language the gospel they have received. That 
refreshes and enriches our own experience and provides new insight and 
encouragement. 
 
Several sessions have been devoted to the use of symbolic language and the 
development of teaching over time starting from the Hebrew Bible, and on to the 
early church fathers, the poems of George Herbert, and writers in current journals. In 
other sessions we have discussed current challenges to the Church, e.g. from 
scientists and humanists, from moves to legalise assisted dying, and consumerism. 
We also discussed the Bishops’ letters to church and people before the recent 
election. 
Topics 
Pope Francis   The joy of the Gospel, John Cornforth   Scientists as citizens 
Paul Graham  The spread of Pentecostal teaching, Gorge Herbert  Poems from The Temple 
Pope Benedict XVI   Belief as Symbol,Giles Fraser  Forgiveness 
Madeleine Bunting  Transcendence in the everyday  
Jonathan Magonet   The concept of God in the Hebrew Bible, Leo the Great (d 461)  Easter 
James Woodward   Assisted Dying, Conference document   What is Humanism? 
Vincent of Lérins (d 445)  Development of doctrine,  
Anglican and RC bishops’ letters to the electorate. 
Articles about the church in China, Austen Farrer  Christ is God, John McDade  The danger of 
unexamined faith 

  
David Smith   
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RINGMER HOUSE GROUP 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2014-2015 

As mentioned in the last Annual Report, Ringmer House Group 
started 2014 with a study called “Living in Christ” looking 
specifically at St. John’s Gospel, chapters 13-17, with a lot of 
challenging questions for us all.  Undeterred by these, we went on 
to look at the Book of Job, with even more challenging questions!  
We had a break from Job with a couple of sessions to look at the 
booklet “One Plus One” to explore our own views on the issues 
involved, and in order to provide some input to Christ Church’s 
feedback to General Assembly.  We used the December meeting in 
2014 to share our loss and memories of Vreni, who had been such 
a vibrant member of our Church and Housegroup. 
 
December 2014 and February 2015 saw the loss of two other 
Ringmer House Group founder members in the deaths of Doris 
Barker and Betty Brown.  Although Doris and Betty had not 
attended for some time, we still regarded them as part of our 
House Group, and shared news of visits to them at Copper Beech 
Nursing Home at most meetings.  We remembered the particular 
gifts each had brought to our House Group and Church, while 
acknowledging how privileged we had been to have had them in 
our House Group. 
 
We now have seven members, but probably a more regular 
attendance of six.  We continue to meet in Ringmer most of the 
time, and at Greyfriars occasionally.  With Geoffrey and I planning 
to move to Bradford on Avon, Ringmer House Group will be down 
to very few members.  House Group is a place where we have 
shared some very personal feelings of joy and sorrow, and, in so 
doing, have developed a close bond between us.  We feel strongly 
that House Groups are important in continuing to provide a place 
for fellowship and ways to explore our faith.  We value the 
friendship and laughter we share, the latter which Vreni particularly 
brought to our meetings!  It is impossible to remember her without 
seeing the smile on her face and knowing that hers was a practical 
Christianity, which did not waste time on negatives.  We remember 
her, Doris and Betty, with love and gratitude, and will strive to 
follow the example they set.  Maybe it is appropriate that we are 
now looking at the lives of the disciples and what each of them 
went on to do, following the death of Jesus. 
 

Pam Cleave 
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“Getting to Grips with the Bible”  
Date: Saturday 17 October 2015, 10 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. 

 
Venue: St. Matthew’s Church, Chichester Road, Croydon CR0 5NQ. (1/2 mile from 
East Croydon station (Bus services 64 and T33 to Selborne Road)  
 
During the day you will have the opportunity to attend three workshops from the 
following: Reading and praying with the Psalms; Ecclesiastes; Kings and Prophets 
(with particular reference to Isaiah and Jeremiah); Law and Love (with particular 
reference to Amos and Hosea); The Parables of Jesus; John’s Gospel; Paul; 
Apocalyptic Literature in the Old and New Testaments. 
 
See programme for more details and application form. Or contact Lauren Kane, 
Admin Support to the Development Officer for Education and Learning. Tel. 020 
8688 3730 doelandmissionpa@urcsouthern.org.uk 

 RIDE AND STRIDE 2015 

 
Once again churches across the county will be opening their doors on Saturday 12 
September to walkers and cyclists who will be securing sponsorship for each church 
visited during the day.  Details and sponsorship forms are available from me - it is 
open to all - from enthusiastic cyclists to afternoon strollers - there are twelve 
participating churches in Lewes alone As well as raising money, the day provides a 
fascinating opportunity to see inside some of the buildings which we pass regularly 
but never stop to inspect more closely. 
 
It would also be great to share the job of checking in participants and offering them a 
welcome drink.....so if you can spare an hour or so between 9 am and 5 pm that day, 
that would be great - please let me know. 
 
As always, the proceeds go to the Sussex Historic Churches Trust and will be used 
to help conserve the many and varied historic places of worship across the county. 
 
Thanks for your support  
 
Richard Partridge 

TRAIDCRAFT 
 
My thanks to Joy and helpers who held the fort while I was away. 
I have received an advanced copy of the Autumn Catalogue which is full of 
Christmas Cards and knick-knacks, but I won’t mention it again until after Harvest 
Festival. 
However if you do need to get ahead do ask for a preview. 
Mavis 

mailto:doelandmissionpa@urcsouthern.org.uk
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THINKTANK 
Wednesday 30 September 7.30 - 9 pm 
Professor Richard Vogler and Dr Elizabeth Craig 
The European Convention on Human Rights 
 
Richard Vogler is Professor of Comparative Criminal Law and Criminal Justice at 
the University of Sussex. He has worked for many years as Assessor for the 
Council of Europe and has wide experience of justice systems in states from the 
former Soviet Union. 
 
Elizabeth Craig is Senior Lecturer in Law, also at Sussex. She specialises in 
international and European (including Northern Irish) human rights, with emphasis 
on minority rights, culture, identity, language and religious freedom.  
 
They will explain the origins and development of the European Convention on 
Human Rights, written by the UK and others after World War II, and the 
implications of the proposals to be published in the autumn to change the status of 
the ECHR in UK law. 

URC ASSEMBLY DISCUSSES SAME SEX MARRIAGE  
 

A special meeting of the Assembly took place at Birmingham on Saturday 28 June. 
Our minister, John Gordon, attended.  
 
The meeting discussed the URC position on same sex marriage ceremonies in 
church, following extensive consultation with local churches over the winter months. 
A resolution was passed to the effect that that the decision of whether a local church 
should conduct same sex marriages was a matter for that particular church. Not 
everyone agreed, but it was agreed to proceed in disagreement.  
  
The URC is legally required to make a response on this issue to the UK government. 
At the Assembly, the question was raised of whether, if a local church started to 
conduct same-sex marriages, this would in practice be changing the formal doctrine 
of the URC.  
 
The Assembly was equally divided on that question, so it was felt that it would be 
safer legally to treat it as a change in doctrine. That then requires the decision to go 
back to Synod for ratification; that process was agreed by a substantial majority.  
  
Ratification will make the process more secure legally, but implementation will need 
to be delayed until after ratification to avoid legal challenges. Meanwhile, new 
orders of service for marriage are being prepared and will need to be approved by the 
Registrar General before registration is allowed.                                          
  
The URC press release at http://urc.org.uk/media-news/1681-general-assembly-
continues-discussion-on-the-marriage-of-same-sex-couples.html (Google URC 
assembly 1681) gives a formal account of the meeting. 
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ROTAS FOR  SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

Lindsay Frost Alan Pett Robert Smith Neil Fisher 

Pat Thompson  Vacant Vacant  Vacent  

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

  Lindsay Frost Lindsay Frost   

Joy Tasker & 
Pat Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert Smith 

Andrew Buxton & 
Irene Gannon 

Richard Partridge & 
Graham Purdye 

Richard 
Partridge 

  Robert Smith   

Glenda Pett Glenda Pett Alison Vance Alison Vance 

Andrew Buxton   Lindsay Frost   

Jill and Peter 
Alan and 
Glenda 

Brenda and 
Norman 

Congregational 
meeting 

Irene Irene Graham Robert 

Glenda and 
Eleanor 

Irene and Anna Graham and Liz 4th Sunday 

6 13 20 27 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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