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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 
 

....And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds, and everything 
that creeps upon the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
(Genesis 1 v25) 
 

Our Creator God has given to us a world of wonder and of miracle. That within 
"Mother Nature" lies solutions to healthy and balanced living. 
 

I was listening to a piece of research reported on the radio about how animals 
"self medicate". They use their wisdom to eat to help them in moments of 
distress. 
 

There was a case study of a horse who refused to let anyone touch its head. It was 
"uncontrollable" because it wasn't possible to put the halter on the horse. The 
owners of the horse were rather despairing of their horses behaviour. 
 

Bio-Chemists noticed that at feeding time the horse migrated to grasses offered to 
it that was known to have therapeutic qualities. Consistently the horse went for 
foodstuffs that offered relief from pain. A vet was called in to make an 
examination. It was discovered that the horses teeth had become broken and 
embedded in its jaw causing pain and distress and pain. The vet quickly operated 
to reset the jaw. 
 

The change was dramatic with the radio reporter saying that at that moment the 
horse was resting its head on her shoulder. No longer the horse who would not let 
anyone caress its head! 
 

It seems in our desire to make quick profits we as a civilisation are destroying 
much of the rich and complex world in which we live in. Fragile plant life that is 
destroyed when forests are laid to waste for commercial gain could be source of 
new bio-chemical materials that could help the human family with new 
pharmaceutical products! 
 

Maybe the writers of Genesis got it right when they declared ...."And God saw 
that it was good!" 
 

Regards, 
 

Rev John Gordon   
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SECRETARIES NOTES  
JULY AND AUGUST 2015 

 
As part of the continuing review of our activities, Church Council is 
looking at the future of Sunday evening services at Christ Church. 
 
Richard Partridge made a short presentation on the issues this raises at 
the Annual Congregational Meeting on May 24. Church Council would like 
to hear from individual church members and house groups before it 
decides later in the year whether to make any changes.  
 
Currently, we have two evening services each month on the first and third 
Sundays, one of which includes Holy Communion. Normally, about 10 or 
so people attend the service. Numbers are pretty constant and are not as 
variable as for Sunday morning services, though this may be because the 
numbers represent the minimum number of bodies required to put on a 
service. However, on special occasions, such as joint services with other 
churches or where there some special choral music, attendance can be 
higher. 
 
The service is much valued by those who do attend, as it often provides a 
quieter, more reflective, act of worship. 
 
Ministers and preachers often travel significant distances to lead the 
services, which is much appreciated. However, it must be rather 
discouraging for them sometimes if they are met with a very small 
gathering, for example on a winter's night when the weather is bad.    
 
We have lost several regular members of the Sunday evening 
congregation in recent years, through death, illness and frailty, and 
people moving away. Quite a few of the regular attenders are there in part 
because they have a supporting duty, such as organist, vestry or door 
stewards. 
 
Sunday evening services have become less common generally in 
churches across Lewes and the surrounding area. Southover Church are 
thought to be the only other church to offer such services. On the plus 
side, this means that our services can sometimes attract people from 
other congregations in the town, giving them a more ecumenical flavour. 
 
All of this needs further thought and debate amongst the congregation 
before Church Council takes a view. There seem to be several options: 
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1.  Stay with our current programme of two evening services per month at 
Christ Church  
 
2. Seek a partnership arrangement with other churches, whereby we 
have one Sunday service at Christ Church and one at another church in 
Lewes  
 
3. Cut back to one evening service per month at Christ Church  
 
There may be other options. There is also the issue of whether the 
content of Sunday evening services needs to be varied to try to attract a 
wider attendance. All views welcome. We expect Church Council will 
return to the issue during the coming autumn.  
 
Neil Fisher Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost Administrative Secretary 

CHRISTIAN AID 2015  
 
Once again, our team of collectors were out in the Wallands part of the 
town doing house-to-house collections for Christian Aid, over the week 
10-16 May. 
 
Christian Aid is the charity's biggest fund raising effort of the year and 
represents one of the largest acts of Christian witness across the 
country. It has been running since 1957 and delivers 8 million red 
collection envelopes through front doors across Britain. 
 
This year our collectors raised £1291.13, to which Gift Aid will add 
another 25% for many donations. This total was a little down on last 
year, but this may reflect the overlap with the DEC's Nepal Earthquake 
Appeal  
 
Thank you to all our collectors, and also to our counting and tallying 
team who got it all added up and banked.     
 
Lindsay Frost  
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Prayer for July and August 
 
In these months, when there are no major festivals, we turn for private 
devotion to ‘general’ prayers, for use in any season. Through these we 
are purified, given courage, and made more aware of the needs of 
others. None of the prayers below was originally written in English but 
the sense of the translations is close to the original. 
 
A prayer for morning 
The translation by the French poet Jean Racine (1639-1699) has been 
set to music by Gabriel Fauré. 
Word divine, God most high, our only hope and confidence, 
The quiet night is over, our voices break the silence. O gracious 
Saviour hear the prayer we offer. 
Pour out on us the holy fire of your Spirit that all evil may flee away at 
your command. 
Dispel the sleep that weighs down our flagging spirits and leads us to 
forget your holy will. 
O Jesus Christ, have mercy on your people now gathered in faith to 
bless you. Receive the praise we offer to your eternal glory and, filled 
with your gifts, may we depart in peace. 
 
Prayers for evening 
These ancient prayers are still said every evening.  
Watch dear Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep tonight, and 
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend your sick ones, O 
Lord Christ, rest your weary ones, bless your dying ones, soothe your 
suffering ones, shield your joyous ones, and all for your love’s sake.  
Augustine (354-430) 
Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of 
this night, so that we, who are wearied by the chances and changes of 
this fleeting world, may repose upon your eternal changelessness, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Gelasian Sacramentary (494) 
 
Veni, Sancte Spiritus   A prayer for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
The author of this prayer is unknown but it is often attributed to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen Langton (d.1228) 
Come, Holy Spirit, send forth the heavenly radiance of your light. 
Come, father of the poor, come, giver of gifts, come, light of the heart. 
Greatest comforter, sweet guest of the soul, sweet consolation. 
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Happy Birthday to those with 
 July and August Birthdays 

 
  JULY                                            AUGUST 

 

 
 
 

1 Daphne Pattenden 

10 Irene Gannon 

11 Marjorie Tory 

14 Peter Lunt 

15 Alexander Bloomfield 

23 Andrew Buxton 

25 Peter Cane 

2 Derek Tillman 

5 Robert Vance 

6 Margaret Shave 

7 May Pope 

12 Viv Frost 

19 Richard Partridge 

30 Robert Gunn 

In labour, rest; in heat, temperance; in tears, solace. 
O most blessed light, fill the inmost heart of your faithful. 
Without your grace, there is nothing in us, nothing that is not harmful. 
Cleanse that which is unclean; water that which is dry; heal that which 
is wounded. 
Bend that which is inflexible; fire that which is chilled; correct what 
goes astray. 
Give to your faithful, those who trust in you, the sevenfold gifts. 
Grant the reward of virtue, grant the deliverance of salvation, grant 
eternal joy. 
 
David Smith 

THINKTANK 

Wednesday 5 August   7.30 - 9 pm 
Katy Bourne    Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner 
Pressures on the Police in Modern Society 
 
Katy Bourne was elected as Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner in 
2012.   
She is responsible for the strategic direction and budget of Sussex Police and 
for holding the Chief Constable to account for the performance of his 
force.  She also has a statutory duty to commission support for victims of 
crime, community safety initiatives, and crime reduction grants.  
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OVERSEAS CHARITY OF THE YEAR 
 
Our overseas charity of the year is the Women's Christian Hospital in Multan, 
Pakistan. 
 
The Hospital was founded in 1899 by the Church Missionary Society in the 
large and ancient city of Multan, situated in the Punjab. 
 
WCH is now an independent institution, but works in partnership with foreign 
mission charities. It plays a very important role in the local community, 
delivering nearly 3500 babies a year and treating over 75,000 patients 
annually, mostly through its outpatient services. 
 
Christ Church has had links with WCH for several years through Rachel 
Smith, Robert and Eleanor's daughter, who works there as a nurse  
 
Our charity appeal will be launched at a special Sunday morning service on 
June 28 , which will include video clips from Rachel and WCH's Director , 
Dr .Marion Morrison. Our priorities for fund raising are an improved monitor 
for their anaesthetic machine (which will make surgery safer) and a 
defibrillator. We will aim to raise £2000 over the coming months to buy 
the monitor and make a substantial contribution to the defibrillator. 
 
As ever, I am sure Christ Church members will want to give generously to 
this very worthy cause. Gift aid envelopes are available at the back of the 
church. Make sure you mark the envelope WCH. You can also make 
donations via the Treasurer, Andrew Buxton, payable to "Christ Church, 
Lewes”: these will then be added up and a composite donation sent off to 
Pakistan. 
 
Lindsay Frost   

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
At 14 June our receipts for the year are £45,681.  We received a donation of 
£10,000 from Catherine Robertson in memory of her mother, Betty Brown, to 
go towards a Families Worker.  Payments come to £30,386.  We spent £150 
on music for the choir, £325 on renewing the car insurance and £2,084 on 
church insurance. I also sent on a further £125 for the Nepal earthquake 
appeal. We have closed the Barclays “Saver Account” (which was earning 
hardly any interest) and transferred the proceeds of £6,048 to the Current 
Account.  
 
Andrew 
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AN ESSEX PILGRIMAGE  
 
Out on the Essex marshes is one of the most remarkable Christian buildings 
in Britain. 
 
The Chapel of St. Peter on the-Wall was founded by St Cedd in A.D 654 
and is a rare southern outpost of the Celtic Church. Cedd sailed down from 
Lindisfarne to bring Christianity to the East Saxons, then a separate kingdom.  
 
He brought with him a strand of the faith that had survived with St.Patrick in 
Ireland in the late Roman period and then moved back into Britain via Iona 
and Lindisfarne. Around the same time, Augustine was bringing Christianity 
back into Britain from the south on a mission from Rome  via Canterbury.  
 
The two strands of Christianity gradually came together over a long period 
with key differences – including the date of Easter- debated at the Synod of 
Whitby soon after in 664. The influence of the Roman church eventually 
became dominant, with the Celtic church retreating north, and leaving St 
Peter’s as a marker of its remarkable missionary reach. 
 
The Chapel stands 
starkly amongst the 
salt marshes, creeks, 
and sand banks on 
the coastal peninsula 
between the rivers 
Crouch and 
Blackwater. This is a 
quiet and remote 
area which seems 
neither quite land nor 
sea. There are very 
few buildings out 
here. Amongst the 
chapel’s few 
neighbours are a 
birdwatchers’ cottage 
and – a couple of miles to the west - Bradwell nuclear power station, now 
undergoing a lengthy decommissioning programme. The area teems with bird 
life feeding out on the mud flats, beyond which – incongruously- are large 
arrays of offshore wind turbines out on the sea horizon. 

 
Cedd’s chapel was built close to the site of a Roman shoreline fort called 
Othona, constructed in the 3

rd
 century to safeguard the frontiers of the Empire 
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from seaborne barbarian raids. By the 7th century, it had been long 
abandoned and Cedd used it as a source of building materials. The chapel 
was both a missionary and monastic foundation, leading to the building of 
other churches in 
Essex. A sister 
monastery was 
established at 
Lastingham on the 
Yorkshire Moors, 
and it was here 
that Cedd 
succumbed to the 
plague in 664. 
 
Soon after, Essex 
was taken into the 
Diocese of London 
and St Peters 
became a minster, 
or chief church for the surrounding country. No later records of the monastic 
foundation remain. In medieval times, it became a chapel-of-ease to the new 
parish church built in the nearest village, Bradwell.  
  
It gradually fell into disrepair and became an agricultural store. In the early 
20

th
 century, interest in the chapel renewed and it came into the ownership of 

the new Chelmsford C of E Diocese. It was re-consecrated and sensitively 
restored and now has an atmosphere of simplicity and peace, wholly in 
keeping with its long Christian witness and the remote and beautiful 
marshland environment in which it sits. 

  
Every year in early July, the diocese organises a popular pilgrimage out to St 
Peters (which is about 1 km from the nearest road) and there are a number of 
other services held there on summer evenings and the main feast days of the 
Christian calendar. 
 
Although there are only a limited number of services, the chapel is always 
open to the public. We visited St Peter’s in late May 2015 as part of a very 
enjoyable walk over the Essex marshes. It is a highly recommended day out,  
that will show you that there are still a few wilderness areas in south-east 
England , and  give you a better understanding of our Christian history  
 
Lindsay Frost  
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HOLIDAY CLUB 
Wednesday 29 July to Friday 31 July  

10.00am to 12.30pm. 
 

Not long now until our 2015 Holiday Club.  At the time of 
writing we have 26 children signed up 
 
 
Full details of the club were in the April newsletter but a 
reminder that the club is based on stories from the book of 
Daniel: 
 

Day 1 The Difficult Dream – Daniel 2 
Day 2 The Heavenly Hand – Daniel 5 
Day 3 In the Pit – Daniel 6 
 
The astronauts (children) at Space Academy discover how God was faithful to 
Daniel and his friends as they tried to live for him in a foreign land that was so 
different it was like being on another planet! 
 
Don’t forget the lunch time barbecue on Saturday 1 August when the children and 
their families will be joining us. Please support this event, it would be good to see 
you there. 
 
Your prayers for the club are very important and we will be distributing a Prayer 
Diary to cover the weeks leading up to and the days of the club. Thanks to Irene and 
Liz for producing this. 
 
If you haven’t already offered and would like to help with the Holiday Club or want 
to know more please contact John Gordon or me. 
 
Glenda Pett. 

THANK YOU! 
 
Thank you all for the flame-coloured lilies which are a joy to behold. Even now 
having received them about two weeks ago, they remain healthy and in full bloom. 
I am reminded of the hymn “think of a world without any flowers…” and perhaps 
we should not take God’s creations for granted! 
Thank you again! 
 
Mickie Lodge 
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 Church Calendar for July 2015 

 Wed 1 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 

 Fri 3 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Martin Miller 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield 

 Wed 8 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Thu 9 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 10 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 12 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 

 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 13 8.00 pm Ecumenical House Group at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 15 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 
 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 17 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 19 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Jim Thorneycroft 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 John Gordon 

 Sat 25 3 pm - 5 pm Homelink Cream teas at the Friends Meeting  
 House 

 Sun 26 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am 4th Sunday worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 27 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 29 10 am - 1 pm Holiday Club 

 Thu 30 10 am - 1 pm Holiday Club 

 Fri 31 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 10 am - 1 pm Holiday Club 
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 Church Calendar for August 2015 

 
 Sat 1 11 am - 2 pm Holiday Club BBQ 

 
 Sun 2 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev John Gordon 
  6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 
 Wed 5     7.30 pm Think Tank. Katy Bourne, Sussex Police and Crime     
              Commissioner - Pressures on the Police in Modern Society 

 
 Sun 9 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 Dr John Neal 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 
 Fri 14 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

 
 Sun 16 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Valerie Colgate 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by Rev  
 Geoffrey Whitfield 

 
 Wed 19 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 
 Sun 23 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am 4th Sunday worship led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield 

 
 Mon 24 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 
 Fri 28 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 10.30 am - 11.30 am Messy Church 

 
 Sun 30 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 
 Mon 31 2 pm Homelink Plant stall at Martello Field 
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ROTAS FOR JULY 2015 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

5 12 19 29 

Alan Pett Lindsay Frost Neil Fisher Geoffrey Cleave 

Lindsay & Viv 
Daphne      

Pattenden 
Vacant  Vacant  

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

  Graham Purdye 
Richard         

Partridge 
  

Joy Tasker & Pat 
Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert Smith 

Linda Beddow &  
Irene Gannon 

Graham Purdye & 
Irene Gannon 

Richard Partridge   Robert Smith   

Graham Purdye Graham Purdye Graham Purdye Graham Purdye 

Richard Partridge   
Richard        

Partridge 
  

  Joy and Pat 
Robert and  

Eleanor 
Irene 

Graham Robert Irene Graham 

Irene & Anna Liz & Graham 
Glenda &      
Eleanor 

4th Sunday 
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SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 16 August at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 24 August 
 
Publication date - Sunday 30 August 

ROTAS FOR AUGUST 2015 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

2 9 16 23 30 

 Neil Fisher 
 Glenda 

Pett 
Lindsay Frost   Neil Fisher  Vacant 

Pat Thompson 
Linda 

Beddow 
Jeanette Swayne Vacant   Vacant 

Vacant 
Pam 

Cleave 
Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett Vacant  

  Neil Fisher Neil Fisher     

Joy Tasker & Pat 
Thompson 

Linda 
Beddow & 

Robert 
Smith 

Andrew Buxton & 
Richard Partridge 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham 
Purdye 

Andrew Buxton 
& Richard  
Partridge 

Robert Smith   
Richard        

Partridge 
    

Neil Fisher Neil Fisher Neil Fisher 
Lindsay 

Frost 
Lindsay Frost 

Neil Fisher   Neil Fisher     

Beattie and 
Graham 

Linda B and 
Anna 

Neil and Linda F 
Viv and 
Lindsay 

Pam and  
Geoffrey 

Robert Irene Graham Neil Graham 

Irene & Anna 
Liz &    

Eleanor 
Glenda & Anna 4th Sunday 

Irene &     
Graham 



 
14 Christ Church Lewes 

 

   

   

SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


