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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 

5 May 2015 
 

This morning we shared together at worship the Christian Aid video to launch 
Christian Aid Week. We were introduced to women lining the African Sub Sahara. 
Theirs was not an easy life. With little food and water, raising their families was a 
hard task. 
 

Christian Aid works to bring hope and new ways of dealing with the issues. 
 

On returning back to the manse in Hailsham it became clear that there was a major 
problem with the water supply. Hailsham, Polegate and Eastbourne were without 
water.      
 

I had to go into town for something only to discover a scene rather familiar to 
disaster zones. Queues of people were being handed bottles of water. Hailsham was 
in a grid lock as people from Eastbourne were driving in to collect their two bottles 
of water. The police were there to control the crowds and soon the water was being 
rationed. 
 

As I sit at my computer writing this at 10.30pm there is still no water. In our 
household things have been left undone. Dishes are stacked up unwashed. We are 
using water from the water butt to flush the loos. With no information on when the 
water might be restored those few bottles of water have become very precious 
indeed! 
 

I know in one sense it is no real comparison to our sudden lack of water and the fact 
that many have to walk miles each day to get clean water. 
 

However, it has brought home how complacent we are in expecting the essentials of 
life always to be there for us literally at a turn of a tap! 
 
All it needs is for something simply to go wrong and life can become more difficult 
to cope with. 
 

Hopefully the water will be restored. I hope for many of us affected by this 
inconvenience we will not forget how blessed we are. 
 

Christian Aid allows more of our fellow human beings taste a better way of life. 
 

Every blessing 
 

John Gordon      
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SECRETARIES NOTES : FACING THE FUTURE   
 
We have previously mentioned the URC's Faith and Order Committee's current 
consultation called " What is the spirit saying to the churches ?". This is about the 
future of the United Reformed Church over  the next twenty years or  so. The 
URC are seeking views by 31 July and Church Council will be discussing our 
response at their June meeting . 
 
The central question in the consultation is "Where do we want to be in the 2030's, and 
how do we get there?" The consultation paper seeks to be realistic, but also looks to 
the hope, energy and potential for renewal, provided by our Christian faith.  
 
Looking ahead, the national picture is, on the face of it, not encouraging. 
Congregations are ageing and getting smaller. Ministers are being spread ever more 
thinly, having to look after more and more smaller congregations. Sundays are no 
longer a special day of worship and rest. There are are huge number of competing 
activities on Sundays for young families, so we find it hard to make the Christian 
message heard and attact new members. All of this is affecting us here at Christ 
Church. 
 
But, on the brighter side, some churches are growing by engaging with people in new 
and imaginative ways. They are using their buildings as community hubs and trying 
new activities to get people in and, in the process, hear the Christian message. We 
have been active on this front too: Christ Church Tots and Messy Church have been 
very successful in bringing new people in and we hope that some of them will want to 
go further and join us regularly for worship. 
 
A special booklet has been prepared to help people respond to the consultation . 
Copies are available at the church if you would like to have one. To help 
understand the choices we face, the booklet puts up six future scenarios for 
discussion.  
 
All are described and discussed in more detail in the booklet.These are: 
 
1. "Steady as she goes"  carry on as we are  and accept continuing decline in many 
churches 
2. Union between the Church of England, Methodist and URC churches at the 
national level, leading to a merging of congregations and sell off of buildings at the 
local level   
3. Closer working between the three churches at the local level, leading to unions in 
some places, but without the any formal national union  
4. Development of "pastorate churches" of 10-15 congregations, focused on one 
central hub church and "cell" meetings at the local level. Funds from sale of buildings 
would finance a wider range of church staff and activities   
5.  New forms of Christian communities, with different varieties of church, not           
necessarily with a URC "brand" and identity 
6. "Cyber churches" based on social networking and online communities 
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These scenarios raise lots of challenging questions about the distinctive identity of 
the URC, the theological compatibility between different churches, and the 
willingness to embrace new forms of worship, new remits for ministers, and how we 
use the resources and other gifts available to us. Do read the booklet and let us have 
your views before Church Council meets on June 10.   
 
Neil Fisher  Church Secretary    

Lindsay Frost Administrative Secretary  

Christian Aid – For the love of … 
 
It's time to protect all we hold dear from the threat of climate change.  
This summer, we're getting together to show the new government our love for the 
world.  
Imagine you're an MP 
You've only been in parliament for a month following the General Election. Now 
thousands of people have shown up to Westminster to urge you to take climate 
change seriously.  They're demanding that you and your party step up your game, for 
the love of communities around the world already suffering from the effects of climate 
change.  
 
That is going to happen on 17 June. And we'd love for you to join us. 
 
 When:  Wednesday 17 June 
 Where: Westminster, London 
 Time:  12 noon 
 Tickets: You don’t need a ticket 
 
If you are interested, please contact Neil Fisher. 

THINKTANK 

Wednesday 24 June 2015 7.30 - 9 pm 
Professor Robert Harwood 
Climate change: can technology fix it? Should it? 

Bob Harwood is a member of the Society of Friends and has recently moved to 
Lewes. He is Emeritus Professor of Atmospheric Science at the University of 
Edinburgh and has led a number of research projects on atmospheric composition 
and dynamics. He has written widely in this area and has participated in the 
preparation of several influential international reports. 
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Prayers for June 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for all the blessings you give us. Help us learn to be 
generous in blessing others, trusting in your faithfulness and provision.   
 
We pray for people who have lost their homes through disaster, for people 
experiencing the violence of war or facing death. We think especially of Nepal, 
Syria, Iraq, Libya, Kenya, Nigeria, Ukraine and Yemen and ask that you would bring 
comfort, hope and opportunities for reconciliation. We think of the millions of 
refugees all over the world and share their prayers for mercy and safety. Lord, where 
transformation is needed, let it be. 
 

We pray also for those providing food and aid to people in need, who are working 
for peace or just trying to be a good neighbour.  Lord, help us to do our part too. 
 

We pray for the people and places that together make our town of Lewes. We lift to 
you the communities, schools, businesses, services and churches and ask your 
blessing on each one.  We pray especially for people who are vulnerable or lonely, 
for those in Lewes prison and for families going through difficulties. Lord, help us to 
be your hands and feet in our town and to see your glory in every person and place. 
 

We pray for all who are suffering in body, mind or spirit, and for those who are 
grieving the loss of a loved one. God of all grace, comfort them in their distress, and 
be their very present help in time of need. 
 
Thank you for Christ Church. We pray for church members and those on the edges of 
our church and ask that we would all know the love and mercy of Jesus. We thank 
you for the children who come to Tots, Messy Church and Holiday Club. Be with 
them and their families and help us to bless them through our work and prayers.   
 

This Pentecost we pray that through us, who are thy church, thy Holy Spirit, which 
shone through Jesus, may shed light in the world, light by which others may walk 
without fear. Thou art with us; of what need we be afraid? 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
At 18 May our receipts stand at £34,534 and payments at £27,072.  We received £742 
from Hailsham Methodist Church as their contribution to Minister’s and Manse 
expenses, £117 in interest, a credit of £287 from EDF for recalculation of our fuel 
bills, and £300 for wedding fees.  We bought a new(ish) car for John as the old one 
needed so much spending on maintenance and that cost £10,295.  Hailsham are 
paying their contribution monthly and we have received the first two instalments. The 
water bill was £731 and electricity £477.  We paid £600 up-front for gardening this 
year and £300 for a repair to the toilet window in the hall.  Following the appeal for 
victims of the (first) Nepal earthquake, I was able to send a cheque for £425 and now 
have some further contributions to send on. 
 

Andrew 



5 Christ Church Lewes 

A SUMMARY OF HOMELINK’s 
ANNUAL REPORT  
 
Our SERVICE MANAGER, 
JAMES GARDNER reports 

2014 was another busy year. We interviewed 259 applicants, an increase of 82 
compared to the previous year. A big thank you to all the volunteers who made this 
possible. HOMELINK received many more applications from people in full-time 
work and people who are over fifty. The latter group will be at high risk of 
homelessness, as anyone retiring with just a state pension will find a tenancy difficult 
to sustain, because the high rents in the private sector are rarely covered by housing 
benefit. 
 
A Message from our Chair Joan Wignall 
Many thanks to James for his kind and thoughtful approach and his good 
organisational skills. 
Many thanks also to the people in our churches and communities who support 
HOMELINK  in a practical capacity, or financially, or both. 
Please visit our new website and our Facebook account. 
New information sheets, leaflets and flyers can be downloaded from  http://
tinyurl.com/nelfatu. 
The special funding for our Service Manager’s post runs out in 2016, so we will 
concentrate on renewing this. At our Service of Thanksgiving and Commitment, we 
heard about homelessness here and nationwide. Rev. Judith Egar, from St Anne’s, 
spoke on the theme of Hope. 
Please pray for the work of HOMELINK and for those who need our help. 
  
Our Treasurer John Howes reports: 
HOMELINK made 81 new loans to tenants in 2014, amounting to over £108,000. 
This is almost a 50% increase on 2013. Loan repayments by the majority of our 200 
current tenants have increased to £4,000 every month.  We received our usual grant of 
£12,000 from Lewes District Council and for the second year a generous grant from 
the Discretionary East Sussex Support Scheme.  We are truly grateful for all the 
support received, whether from individuals, Churches, local authorities or other 
organisations. 
  
RIP Vreni  
We remember Vreni, who was one of HOMELINK’s founding trustees and helped in 
so many ways: as Assistant Secretary; as a wise Trustee; as a Hostess for meetings; as 
instigator of HOMELINK’s first Garden Party. Importantly, she was a very generous 
donor when needed.  Vreni was widely known, loved and respected. She has made a 
unique contribution to housing the homeless. 
 
Please come to the Annual Meeting on Thursday 11th June, at 7.30 pm, at 
Friends Meeting House, Friar’s Walk, Lewes BN7 2LE.  We will hear from 
James, from Home Works, and from the Bishop  
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 CHRIST CHURCH CRAFT 
 
This group meets on alternate Wednesdays at 9.30 and 19.30.  The plan is 
that the session is for 1½ hours but we often over-run because people have 
become so focused on what they are doing. 
 
We have tried various craft activities, some of which have been tried and 
tested by myself and some which have been suggested by the 
“crafters”.  These include tote bags with appliqué, sleeveless tops and 
recently children dresses.  
 
We have been flexible when Sylvia was faced with a request from school to 

provide aprons for the twins the very 
next day.  We postponed the 
completion of the work in progress to 
concentrate on the making of the 
aprons.  These were made from two tea 
towels and are pictured here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been inventive when Julia made a 
skirt for her daughter from the 2 legs from her 
mother’s trousers. 
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We have been very 
frugal and resourceful 
in our materials. Again 
Sylvia has made a 
teepee for the children 
from a duvet cover.  
 

Do you have a spare 
sewing machine that 
you do not use and 
would be prepared to 
let us use?  We could 
offer to do any repairs 
for you in exchange for 
the loan. 
 

Do you have an ironing 
board you could let us 
use ..... unfortunately 
the offer of doing your 
ironing is not available 
with this request. 
 

But more importantly, 
why not come along 
and join us.....you do 
not have to come every 
session but you could get hooked!!!        Linda Fisher 

TRAIDCRAFT 
 
By public request we have restocked with decaffeinated tea, strawberry jam and 
runny honey. This last was  a “special offer” as it had a short date — but honey does 
not go off though it does go a bit sugary at the bottom (yum yum but with the tea 
spoon) and at nearly half price it seemed worth stocking. Enjoy! 
 
Mavis 

CHURCH BARBECUE 
 
We will be holding a church barbecue at the Manse in Hailsham on Saturday 
13 June, starting at 4pm. Our friends at Hailsham Methodist Church will also 
be there.  13 June is actually John’s birthday, so do come along and help him 
celebrate. Transport will be available if you need it. 
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 Church Calendar for June 2015 

 Wed 3 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 

 Thu 4 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 5 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 7 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Stuart Dew 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 Wed 10 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Thu 11 7.30 pm Homelink AGM at Friends Meeting House 

 Fri 12 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 13 4 pm Church Barbecue at the Manse 

 Sun 14 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Tom Lunt and Eleanor Smith 

 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Wed 17 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 12 noon Christian Aid  'For the love of...' demonstration  
 in Westminster 

 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 
 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 18 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 19 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 21 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Geoffrey Gordon 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 22 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 24 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank.  Professor Robert Harwood 
Climate change: can technology fix it? Should it? 

 Fri 26 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 28 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am 4th Sunday worship led by Rev John Gordon 
 12 noon Congregational Meeting 
July   
Wed 1 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 

 Fri 3 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Martin Miller 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield 
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 JULY/AUGUST NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 14 June at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 22 June 
 
Publication date - Sunday 28 June 

ROTAS FOR  JUNE 2015 

 

Transport 

Flowers 

Flower  
Distribution 

Communion 
Servers 

Door  
Stewards am 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Coffee 

Powerpoint 

Sunday Club 

 

7 14 21 28 

Alan Pett Lindsay Frost Neil Fisher Eleanor Smith 

    Mickie Lodge Joy Tasker 

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

  
Lindsay Frost & 
Janet Cooper 

Janet Cooper   

Joy Tasker & Pat 
Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Robert Smith 

Andrew Buxton & 
Irene Gannon 

Richard Partridge & 
Graham Purdye 

Robert Smith   Richard Partridge   

Janet Cooper Janet Cooper Janet Cooper Janet Cooper 

Lindsay Frost   Janet Cooper   

Jill and Peter 
Alan and     
Glenda 

Pam & Geoffrey 
Congregational 
Meeting 

Irene Graham Robert Irene 

Graham & Eleanor Irene & Anna Glenda & Graham 4th Sunday 

Happy Birthday to those with 
 June Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

7 Jeannette Swayne 

12 Margaret Halstead 

13 Linda Fisher 

25 Liz Lunt 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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