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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

“Being found in human form, Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to 
the point of death – even death on a cross.” (Phil 2:8) 
 

The death of Terry Pratchett was announced this week. Sir Terry was a much 
loved author of Fantasy novels. In real life he struggled with an early onset of 
a rare form of Alzheimer’s disease. As a result of this he was a passionate 
advocate of assisted suicide. One assumes that knowing that you will slowly 
lose “control” of your mind and subsequent health the possibility of choosing 
the day of your death has some cathartic benefit and dignity to the person 
involved. 
 

Jesus found himself in human form. How different this must have been from 
what had gone on before: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through 
him, and without him was not anything made that was made.” 
 

The cosmic Christ finds himself fleshed in human form, constrained by flesh 
and bones. Many of us would have found this inhibiting to be transferred 
from the universe into such a “small” space of a human body. Jesus is not 
angry or resentful but is obedient to the purposes of God. He doesn’t find the 
frailties of his body to be a failing but a means of grace. Truly amazing! 
 

The Easter story is one of humility and personal trust. Jesus is placed in 
human form upon a cross upon which he is vulnerable to all the hate the 
world is able to hurl at him. 
 

Dead Jesus is placed in the tomb. In an enclosed cave the mystery of the 
universe, God’s eternal love is unwrapped once more. No longer bound by 
the chains of human mortality Jesus shows himself to be alive to those whom 
he loves. 
 

Without the human body of Christ we would have not known God’s eternal 
life. 
 

Wishing you all a Happy Easter! 
 

Reverend John Gordon 
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SECRETARIES’ NOTES  
 
Happy Easter.  As we celebrate Christ's resurrection, it is a time for thinking about 
new life and renewal. 
 
The URC has been giving a great deal of thought to its future in an era of growing 
secularism and falling church membership. Several years of discussion led to a set of 
reports to the URC General Assembly in 2014. In turn, this has led to the publication 
of a discussion booklet called " What is the Spirit saying to the Churches: the future 
of the URC - a study guide for churches” 
 
The booklet tackles the church's current problems head on: smaller congregations, 
declining confidence, and over-stretched ministers. It sees a danger that "the 
pressures of decline will lead to loss of confidence in the Gospel ". It says bluntly 
that "there are no easy answers, quick fixes or specific programmes". It urges church 
members to look beyond our immediate problems, think about what God is calling 
us to do, and to develop a clear vision for the church over the next 20 years, so that 
the URC can be reinvigorated. We have a supply of the booklets for you to read and 
discuss with other church members.  These have been distributed already to 
members of some housegroups. Please ask either of us if you would like a copy. It is 
also available online at www.urc.org.uk/urc-resources/faith-and-order  
 
Responses to URC's Faith and Order Committee are invited by 31 July. This has 
already been discussed at the recent Central Sussex United Area meeting, and also 
the Provincial synod on 14 March. The booklet could be a good focus for house 
group discussions over coming weeks. We hope you will take the time to read it and 
contribute to this important debate about the church's future. Church Council will be 
considering our response at their meeting in May, so please feed back your thoughts 
to Church Council before then. All views will be carefully considered before a 
further report goes to the URC General Assembly in 2016.  
 
We would also like to congratulate John Gordon on his recent appointment as the 
URC Co-Leader of the Central Sussex United Area, taking over from the Rev Robert 
Bushby. Rev Dr David Chapman continues as the Methodist Co-Leader.  
 
Last, but by no means least, four members of Church Council (Irene, Pat, Anna and 
Eleanor) will be standing down at the Church AGM on 24 May, so there will be an 
election to fill the vacancies. All members, apart from the existing members of 
Church Council, are eligible for nomination and the closing date for nominations is 
26 April. We ask you to prayerfully consider who God might be calling to this 
important role. Nomination forms are available from the Secretaries. 
 
Neil Fisher Church Secretary   
 
Lindsay Frost Administrative Secretary  
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Imagine with TLS 
Training for Learning and Serving (TLS) is launching its new period of 
enrolment by encouraging people to take time to imagine – a different world, 
a different church, and a different you – as part of a practical learning 
experience.   
 
By engaging with these ideas TLS aims to explore creatively how some of 
these possibilities may be a positive influence in a person’s life, church and 
community.  
 
Stanley Jackson, TLS coordinator, said: “In October 1971, John Lennon 
released his record ‘Imagine’. While some find the lyrics paint an over-
sentimentalised, unrealistic and unachievable ideal, others view them as 
offering a hopeful and inspirational vision for the future. Whichever way you 
see it, the song highlights the potential of human imagination, touching upon 
one of the most creative forces of existence.” 
 
“Imagine... a different world... a different church... a different you. If you can 
catch the vision and potential of such thoughts you will understand why 
Training for Learning and Serving is launching its new period of enrolment 
by focussing upon what possibilities there are if people start to use their God-
given imaginations.”  

 
TLS offers opportunities to:  

 
Examine your faith 

Enrich your discipleship 
Explore your calling 

To make a difference in your life, your church and your neighbourhood 
 
WHAT IS TLS? 
It is 

 A spiritual journey 

 A variety of courses on subjects related to Christian life and discipleship 

 A diverse learning experience with opportunities for 
 Reflective and practical work 
 Personal and group study 
 Local and residential gatherings 
A fellowship of friendly people 
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Happy Birthday to those with 
April Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

 

18 Patrick Frost 

24 Marietta Van Dyck 

 
YOU CAN DO TLS 

 Just out of personal interest, to help you be more understanding and 
effective in your Christian discipleship 

 To explore opportunities to serve God in the future 

 To help you acquire United Reformed Church Assembly Lay Preaching 
accreditation 
Because it doesn’t matter whether you have some academic experience or 
none. 
 
HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE? 
Watch the video at http://tinyurl.com/TLS-Video and then follow the adjacent 
links for more details, including this year’s Prospectus 
 

OR 
 
Contact the TLS Administrator, Mrs Heather Skidmore, at  

27 Yew Tree Road 
Elkesley,  
Retford 
Notts.  
DN22 8AY 
Tel: 01777 838634  
E-mail: tlsskid@btinternet.com 

who will be happy to send to you the TLS Prospectus and Application Form 
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Holiday Club 2015 
 
This year our Holiday Club will be held over 3 days from Wednesday 29 July to 
Friday 31 July 10.00am to 12.30pm. 
 
We will be using Scripture Union Material called ‘Space Academy’.  The activities 
will be based on stories from the book of Daniel: 
 
Day 1 The Difficult Dream – Daniel 2 
Day 2 The Heavenly Hand  – Daniel 5 
Day 3 In the Pit – Daniel 6 
 
The astronauts at Space Academy discover how God was faithful to Daniel and his 
friends as they tried to live for him in a foreign land that was so different it was like 
being on another planet! 
 
The programme contains up-front presentation and fun, bible story telling, drama, 
games, crafts, small group Bible discovery, songs, creative prayer time and more. 
 
There will be a presentation and barbecue on the morning of Saturday 1 August 
and we invite everyone at Christ Church to support this event even if you can’t 
help with the club itself. This is a great opportunity to come and meet the children 
and their families so please put it in your diaries and come and see what we have 
been doing.  
 
We are fortunate this year that John Gordon is able to lead our Sunday services 
before and after the Holiday Club (26 July and 2 August) when he will be using the 
Space Academy theme. 
 
Please support the Holiday Club Team with your prayers and offers of help. 
 
If you haven’t already offered and would like to help with the Holiday Club or 
want to know more please contact John Gordon or me. 
 
 
Glenda Pett. 
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FROM THE TREASURER 
 
Receipts this year stand at £19,074.  This is in large measure thanks 
to the Gift Aid tax refund of £9,070, of which £7,020 is due to Christ 
Church and the remainder to the other causes we supported last year.  
The “Big Brew” cake sale generated £115 and together with the tax to 
be refunded on donations I was able to send on £158 to Traidcraft 
Exchange.  Payments come to £4,488. We spent £110 on a CD of 
music from Singing the Faith and Council have agreed that this will 
come from the Legacies Fund. 
 
Andrew 

ON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN  
 
This new commentary on the Year 2 lectionary readings may enable 
you to find fresh insight, hope and encouragement in these passages 
of scripture, even if you have read them many times. 

THANK YOU! 
 
Thank you so much for the beautiful tulips I received in February, 
although I did however have to spend quite a long time on the phone 
beforehand convincing Linda that it should not be me who should be 
receiving them!  That didn't do my throat any good at all!! 
 
Anna  



7 Christ Church Lewes 

TRAIDCRAFT BIG BREW ( AND BIG BAKE)   
 
Thank you to all members of the church who baked a magnificent 
array of cakes, flapjacks, and biscuits for our Traidcraft Big Brew event 
after the Sunday morning service on March 8. The smaller cakes and 
biscuits accompanied our usual post-service  tea and coffee, whilst the 
bigger ones were for taking home after a suitable charitable donation.  
 
Thank you to everyone who donated generously to Traidcraft 
Exchange, which supports farmers and growers in the developing 
world and helps them get a fair price for their produce. Overall, we 
raised £158 for this very worthy charity. 
  
Lindsay Frost 

GENERAL ELECTION 2015 
 
Hustings meeting on Thursday 23 April 
 
Churches Together in the Lewes Area have arranged a Hustings 
meeting on Thursday 23 April at 7.30pm at King's Church (off Brooks 
Road, Lewes - near Homebase). All the candidates standing for the 
Lewes constituency will be present to answer questions supplied by 
the public. Questions will be addressed to all candidates.  
 
Questions should be sent to Caroline Pybus either by email to 
carpyb@gmail.com, or to her at Flat 4, Cliffe Leas, Farncombe Road, 
Lewes, BN7 2UH, to be received by Saturday 18 April. 
  
Questions should be clear and concise, and the person sending them 
must attend the Hustings meeting in order to put the question. Please 
include your name, the name of your Church or organisation (if any) 
and your question. 
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 Church Calendar for April 2015 

 Wed 1 9.30 am - 11 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 

 Thu 2 8 pm Lewes Passion Play at the Priory Ruins 

 Fri 3 10 am Good Friday worship led by Rev Geoffrey Gordon 
  1 pm Lewes Passion Play at Cliffe Precinct and the Mount 
 6 pm CTLA Walk of Witness 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Easter Day worship with Holy Communion led by 
 Rev John Gordon 
 3 pm Lewes Passion Play at the Priory Ruins 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield 

 Thu 9 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 10 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 10.30 am - 11.30 am Messy Church 

 Sun 12 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr David Coleman 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 13 2.30 pm Ringmer Housegroup at Pam and Geoffrey's 

 Wed 15 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 17 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 19 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Jim Thorneycroft 
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev John Gordon 

 Mon 20     8.00 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Thu 23 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 
 7.30 pm CTLA Election Hustings at Kings Church 

 Fri 24 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 26 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am 4

th
 Sunday worship led by Rev John Gordon 

 3 pm Homelink Concert at the Church of the  
 Immaculate Conception, Peacehaven 

 Mon 27 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Fri 1 May 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 3  10.30 am Morning worship led by Ms Carmen Davies 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev John Gordon 



9 Christ Church Lewes 
 

MAY NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 12 April  at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - christchurchnewsletter@btconnect.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday 20 April  
 
Publication date - Sunday 26 April 

ROTAS FOR  APRIL 2015 

 5 12 19 26 

Transport Neil Fisher Geoffrey Cleave Robert Smith Lindsay Frost 

Flowers Vacant Vacant Vacant Glenda 

Flower  
Distribution 

Vacant Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

Communion 
Servers 

Eleanor Smith & 
Neil Fisher 
 

 Richard 
Partridge 

 

Door  
Stewards am 

Joy Tasker & Pat 
Thompson 

Robert Smith & 
Linda Beddow 

Andrew Buxton 
& Irene Gannon 

Richard  
Partridge &  
Graham Purdye 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Richard Partridge  Robert Smith  

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Eleanor Smith Richard Partridge Gwyneth  
Watkinson 

Tom & Liz Lunt 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Neil Fisher  Richard  
Partridge 

 

Coffee Liz, Tom & the 
boys 

Joy & Pat Robert &  
Eleanor 

Jane & Irene 

Powerpoint Robert Irene Graham Irene 

Sunday Club Glenda &  
Eleanor 

Liz & Michaela Irene & Anna 4th Sunday 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


