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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 
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FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

The LORD says, “When Israel was a child, I loved him and called him out 
of Egypt as my son. I was the one who taught Israel to walk. I took my 
people up in my arms, but they did not acknowledge that I took care of 
them. 
 
I drew them to me with affection and love. I picked them up and held them 
to my cheek: I bent down to them and fed them”. (Hosea 11: vs. 1, 3-4) 
 

We are struck by the passion and the love of God’s words and care 
towards his people. The intimacy is strongly evident. Yet there is a real 
problem that God’s chosen people keep wandering away from the God 
who loves them so much. This is a source of pain and anguish to God and 
we see God’s feelings being tipped over into righteous anger as his own 
turn away from him to false gods and idols. 
 

This pain of rejection was all too familiar to Hosea who in his own 
marriage had to deal with the indignity of an unfaithful wife. This placed 
Hosea in a special place to discern the importance of trust and fidelity in 
all relationships. 
 

It would only be human that having been hurt over and over again to turn 
our back on the person who was the cause of so much pain. Sadly, this has 
been a familiar situation to many of us. 
 

But when it comes to God we encounter a deeper love and more profound 
patience from the divine heart than any of us as humans could ever muster. 
 

Instead of leaving us God simply declares, “How can I give you up, Israel? 
How can I abandon you? ….my heart will not let me do it! My love for 
you is too strong”. 
 

How can we fail to respond to such love? 
 

Every blessing, 
 

John Gordon   
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FROM THE SECRETARIES   
 
This seems to be a time of important anniversaries..... the 50th of Churchill's death  
100th of the outbreak of the First World War, 200th of the Battle of Waterloo and 
800th of Magna Carta. 
 
We have our own big anniversary in November 2016. It is 200 years since the 
Tabernacle Church, the predecessor of Christ Church, opened down in what is now 
the pedestrian precinct by the river. Since that time, our congregation has been 
continually renewed, eventually moving up here to Prince Edwards Road in 1954 to 
serve a growing part of the town. 
 
The 200th anniversary is only eighteen months or so away, so it’s time to think about 
how we mark this important milestone in our church's witness in Lewes. We will - of 
course - want a special service here at Christ Church to mark the anniversary in the 
autumn of 2016 and are already putting out feelers for a date in the crowded diaries 
of senior URC figures (the URC being the successor to the Congregational Church). 
It might also be good to mark the anniversary in other ways. 
 
One idea is that we complete the long stalled project to complete a book on the 
history of our church. One of our former secretaries, Cliff Geering, did a lot of work 
on this and drafted a history up to the late 1860’s. There is still a large batch of 
historical papers for later years which need someone, or a group, with the drive and 
commitment to complete the task.  
 
Lewes Town Council is seeking National Lottery money to restore, and research the 
history of, several historical paintings in their possession at the Town Hall. One of 
these paintings commemorates the visit of King William IV and Queen Adelaide to 
Lewes in the early 1830’s. Amongst the local dignitaries meeting the royal visitors 
are several men who were prominent in the establishment of the Tabernacle Church a 
few years before. There might be some mutual benefit in working with the Town 
Council, or the Local History Group, and we are currently doing some soundings. 
Another approach might be to do something practical for the anniversary, which will 
have some public benefit. We could raise funds for a seat in a public park (which we 
have done before with a seat at the Grange Gardens), fund other environmental 
improvements, or carry out a project for a worthy local cause. 
  
If you have any ideas, please let us know. Church Council will be discussing ideas 
and, if necessary, setting up a small task group of interested people to carry things 
through, over the coming months. However, it may be that, in the end, we decide we 
have to devote our limited resources into activities looking to the future of Christ 
Church rather than the past. 
 
Neil Fisher   Church Secretary 
Lindsay Frost   Administrative Secretary  
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Prayers for Lent 
 

In these prayers, we are looking at Lent as a time of spring-cleaning.  They are taken 
and adapted from John Pritchard’s book “Intercessions in Worship”. 
The response to each section is “Lord of Lent – renew our lives”. 
 

Lord of Lent, come to your Church and ask us your hard questions.  Challenge us, as 
Jesus was challenged during his time in the desert, and indeed throughout his 
ministry.  Are we faithfully proclaiming your gospel?  Are we demonstrating in our 
life together the justice of your Kingdom?  Have we welcomed the weak, given 
prominence to the poor, and been there for those marginalised in our society? Come 
to your Church, and to Christ Church especially, to spring-clean our ways of life, our 
structures, our priorities.  Point out to us the cobwebs, the dirt, the extravagance and 
the waste.  Direct us to those areas we are reluctant to tackle.  And create in us all a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 
Lord of Lent renew our lives. 
 

Lord of Lent, look with compassion on those whose minds are full of anxiety and 
bewilderment.  We remember people who are lonely, imprisoned, despairing and 
humiliated.  Clear away from them all unnecessary feelings of fear, guilt and self-
hatred. Help them to know that they are not defined by what they have done, but by 
how you see and know they can be.   Assure them that when you spring-clean our 
hearts and minds you know what you are doing, for you have been there, one of us, 
and you are to be trusted. 
Lord of Lent, renew our lives. 
 

Lord of Lent, turn your healing love towards those who are sick and in pain today.  
We have in our hearts some known to us, some know to the Church and some known 
only through the news – too many, Lord, for us to know how to respond to 
individually.  We bring them to mind now... we hold them up to you, who are with 
them in their pain and sorrow, as you are with us at all times.  Clear away from them, 
we pray, those things that hurt, harm and hinder them from being able to see your 
love, even in the darkest places.  May your healing touch rest on them. 
Lord of Lent, renew our lives. 
 

For ourselves, Lord, we pray that your spring-cleaning would be thorough this Lent.  
Show us those effortless sins we no longer even notice, and help us to address the 
sins which sit on our shoulder every day, our constant companions.  Give us both 
discipline in dealing with some faults and gentleness in dealing with others, and help 
us to know the difference.  Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us. 
Lord of Lent, renew our lives. 
 

Lord of Lent, as we participate in or support those involved in the Lewes Passion 
Play this Easter, may we be prepared to fling wide the windows of our beliefs and 
allow your Holy Spirit to blow through our different churches, so that we take into 
our town your love for all and are not afraid to witness to it.  May we show that Jesus 
Christ is very much alive today and demonstrate his message afresh, and its relevance 
for us in Lewes right now. 
 

Renew our Church, renew our world, renew our hearts, our cleansing Lord of Lent.   
Amen. 
 
Pam and Geoffrey 
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Happy Birthday to those with 
March Birthdays 

 
 

FROM THE TREASURER 
The 2014 accounts are with the Independent Examiner and I shall be submitting the 
claim for our Gift Aid tax refund shortly. 
So far in 2015 our receipts are £3,591.  This includes £120 interest for the last quarter 
and a refund of £535 from Hailsham Methodist church for minister’s expenses.  Our 
payments come to £1,607.  We paid £166 for replacements to the emergency lighting and 
£549 for the car service and associated repairs. 
 

Andrew 

THE CAR THAT CHRIST CHURCH HELPED TO BUY  
 
Our overseas charity of the year was Embrace the 
Middle East.  
 
Embrace (formerly Biblelands) works with 
communities in Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, the Palestinian 
Territories and Egypt to spread the Christian message 
and to promote health and education projects. 
 
The focus of our fund raising efforts was to help the 
Palestinian Bible Society to buy a used car to enable it 
to do its work in the Bethlehem and Hebron areas of 
the Palestinian Territories. It helps shuttle PBS workers between the towns, which are 
about 40 miles apart in hilly country with a very fragile security situation. 
 
Purchase of the white Mazda saloon in the picture was assisted by £2000 of funds from 
Christ Church. 
 
Simon Azazian of the PBS sends his thanks. You can find out more about PBS work 
at http://www.embraceme.org/partner/palestinian-bible-society 
 
Thank you too from the Global concerns Committee. There will be news of the launch of 
the 2015 overseas charity fund raising - for the Women’s Christian Hospital in Multan, 
Pakistan - in the next couple of months. 
 
Lindsay Frost   

12 Marcus Bloomfield 

13 Mary Oughton 

18 Graham Purdye 

27 Neil Fisher 

30 Sally Buxton 

30 Colin Bourne 

31 Margaret Townend 

http://www.embraceme.org/partner/palestinian-bible-society
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Betty Brown (1916-2015) 
We are sorry to record the passing of Betty Brown, our oldest member, who died on 
Monday 2nd February at Copperbeech Nursing Home in Uckfield. Following a private 
cremation, and the burial of her ashes in the Ringmer parish burial ground (where her 
husband Bill’s ashes are buried. Bill died in 1989.), there will be a service of 
thanksgiving for her life on Monday 2 March at 2:30 pm at Christ Church, followed by 
refreshments in the church hall. With the passing of Ringmerites Vreni, Doris and now 
Betty in a matter of a few months, this seems like the end of an era. Please remember 
Betty’s family, especially her daughter Catharine. 

Neil Fisher 

News from Churches Together in the Lewes Area. 
The Churches Together website has recently been updated and contains details of 
Churches Together events together with links to many other websites. Do check it out. 
The address is www.churchestogetherlewes.org.uk. 
If you have any items you wish to be included in the website, please email them to 
CTLAwebmaster@gmail.com 
Date for your diary. 
Churches Together are holding a hustings for all the General Election candidates in the 
Lewes parliamentary constituency at 7:30 pm on Thursday 23 April at Kings Church, 
Brooks Road, Lewes. 

Neil Fisher 

Wednesday 25 March 2015 7.30 - 9 pm 
THINKTANK 
Lindsay Frost 
Handling a major emergency. The Lewes floods of October 2000 
Lindsay worked in town planning in Kent and North Yorkshire before coming to Sussex 
in 1997 as Director of Planning and Environmental Services for Lewes District Council. 
He was in office when the River Ouse flooded in 2000 and played a prominent role in 
handling the flood emergency and the lengthy recovery period. He is now an independent 
consultant specialising in planning and development, and flood and coastal erosion risk 
management. 

Sunday 1 March 2015 6.30 pm CHORAL EVENING SERVICE 
led by Revd Rose Westwood 
Our worship will include short pieces of Lenten music by Palestrina, Schutz, Bach, 
Mozart, Mendelssohn and Tchaikovsky. 

Church Meeting on Same Sex Marriage 
Twenty one members attended the extra Church Meeting on Saturday 7 February to 
give their view on the question posed by the URC General Assembly, namely 
“Should local URC congregations who want to offer and host same-sex marriages 
services be allowed by the Church to do so?”. The meeting was led by Rev John 
Gordon, and after a free and frank discussion, there were 19 Yes votes, 1 No vote 
and 1 abstention. Our views will now be forwarded to the General Secretary of the 
URC, to be considered along with the views of the other councils and churches of the 
URC. 
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Church Community Roll January 2015 
 

The new Church Community Roll was distributed at the end of January. If you have 
not yet received your copy (it was issued to all members and adherents), please 
contact me. There is currently just one correction to make, for Pat Thompson. Her 
address is 1 Clevedown (not 5 Clevedown) and her phone number is  07591  
606 91. 
 

Neil Fisher 

Traidcraft 
 

Global Concerns suggest another “Big Brew” to raise money for Traidcraft Exchange 
and their “Fair Necessities” Appeal. If Church Council approves, we will hold it on 
Sunday 8 March at coffee time. This happens to be the last day of Fairtrade Fortnight 
so you may have heard or read about it in the media. We will have goodies made 
with Fairtrade ingredients for sale and the new spring catalogue to browse.  

For more than 30 years, Traidcraft has been offering the training, skills, knowledge 
and investment to enable smallholder farmers to finally escape the poverty cycle they 
are stuck in and grow more, earn more and eat more. And right now you have an 
amazing opportunity to double the impact of your donation. 
Smallholder farmers grow 70% of the world’s food, but make up 50% of the world’s 
hungriest people. Many smallholder farmers and their families are unable to access 
the most basic of life’s essentials, like nutritious food, adequate shelter and 
education. We believe this is unjust, and something we have to act upon to change. 
For over 35 years, Traidcraft has been committed to helping smallholder farmers in 
developing countries work and trade their way out of poverty. We trade directly with 
smallholder farmers around the world and thanks to fair trade this is changing 
thousands of lives. In addition, we work with many thousands more smallholder 
farmers (who we are not able to trade with) to provide them with the knowledge, 
skills, investment and confidence to grow more, earn more and eat more. Our Fair 
Necessities appeal will help some of the world’s poorest smallholder farmers to 
support their families and communities for years to come.  
Until 3rd April 2015, if you live in the UK, for every pound you give to our Fair 
Necessities Appeal the UK Government will give a pound as well, up to £5 million. 
Donate now to help twice as many smallholder farmers across the developing world 
grow more, earn more and eat 
more. 
You can give by supporting 
our “Big Brew” or visiting 
www.traidcraft.co.uk/donate-
now. 
 
Mavis Elliott 
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 Church Calendar for March 2015 

 Sun 1 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Peter Rayson 
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev Rose Westwood  
 with items by the choir. 

 Mon 2 2.30 pm Service of Thanksgiving for the Life of Betty Brown. 

 Wed 4 9.30 am - 11 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 

 Fri 6 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
 11 am Women's World Day of Prayer at Eastgate Baptist 

 Sun 8 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev John Gordon 

 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 9 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 11 7.30 pm United Area Meeting at Christ Church 

 Thurs 12 2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 13 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 14 10 am - 5 pm Synod Together at East Croydon 

 Sun 15 10.30 am Mothering Sunday worship led by Rev Rose  
 Westwood 

 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev John Gordon 

 Wed 18 9.30 am - 11 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 20 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
 5.30 pm Book group 

 Sun 22 9.45 am Prayer Meeting in the Quiet Room 
 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Christine Sweet 

 Mon 23 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 25 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank.  Lindsay Frost - Handling a  
 major emergency.  The Lewes floods of October 2000 

 Thurs 26   2.15 pm Grange Housegroup 

 Fri 27 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
 
 Sat 28 2 pm Induction of the Rev Keith Morrison at Lindfield   

Sun 29 10.30 am Palm Sunday worship led by Rev Sheila Foreman 
 2 pm – 4 pm Lewes Passion Play, starting at St Annes. 
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Lewes Passion Play 2015 
As I hope you are aware, the first act the Lewes Passion Play 2015 will be commencing at the 
end of this month, on Palm Sunday, 29 March. The Easter Story will be acted out on the streets 
of Lewes, in a rather unique way. Whilst most Passion Plays act out the drama of the events of 
Holy Week in a single performance, the Lewes Passion Play acts out the significant events on 
the days on which they occurred, from Palm Sunday to Easter Day. The Play is acted out on 
stage and behind the scenes by members from most of the churches in the town, along with non
-church goers who are drawn to portray the Easter story. The full schedule for the Passion Play 
is: 

Because of the performance on the evening of Maundy Thursday, we will be forgoing our usu-

al Maundy Thursday joint service. But the traditional Good Friday Procession of Witness from 

St Anne’s/St Pancras’ to the Mount will be going ahead as usual at 6pm on Good Friday, 

April  

Wed 1 9.30 am - 11 am Christ Church Craft meeting 
 7.30 pm - 9 pm Christ Church Craft meeting 

Thu 2 8 pm-9.30 pm Lewes Passion Play at Grange Gardens 

Fri 3 10.00 am Good Friday worship led by Rev Geoffrey Gordon 
 3 pm – 4 pm Lewes Passion Play, starting at the Precinct. 
 6 pm  Churches Together Walk of Witness 

Sun 5 10.30 am  Easter Day worship with Holy Communion  
 led by Rev John Gordon 
 2 pm – 4 pm Lewes Passion Play, at Priory Ruins (tbc) 
 6.30 pm  Evening worship led by Rev Geoffrey Whitfield 

Palm Sunday Sunday 29 
March 

2pm-4pm St.Annes, Precinct,  

Harveys Yard 

Maundy Thursday Thursday 2 
April 

8pm-9.30pm Grange Gardens 

Good Friday Friday 3 April 1pm-3pm Precinct, Mount 

Easter Day Sunday 5 
April 

3pm-4pm Priory Ruins 
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 1 8 15 22 29 

Transport Lindsay Frost Robert 
Smith 

Alan Pett Lindsay 
Frost 

Robert Smith 

Flowers Janet Vacant Linda 
Beddow 

Vacant Vacant 

Flower  
Distribution 

Vacant 
 

Pam Cleave Eleanor 
Smith 

Glenda Pett Vacant 

Communion 
servers 

 Andrew 
Buxton & 
Janet 
Cooper 

Lindsay Frost   

Door  
Stewards am 

Joy Tasker & 
Pat  
Thompson 

Linda 
Beddow & 
Robert 
Smith 

Andrew  
Buxton & 
Irene Gannon 

Robert 
Smith & 
Graham 
Purdye 

Linda 
Beddow & 
Hazel  
Freeman 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Richard  
Partridge 

 Robert Smith   

Vestry  
Stewards am 

Richard  
Partridge 

Richard 
Partridge 

Lindsay Frost Richard 
Partridge 

Richard  
Partridge 

Vestry  
Stewards pm 

Lindsay Frost  Lindsay Frost   

Coffee Viv & Lindsay Congregational 
Meeting 

Jill & Peter Alan & 
Glenda 

Brenda & 
Norman 

PowerPoint Irene Robert Graham Tom Irene 

Sunday Club Graham & 
Anna 

Liz & Irene Glenda & 
Michaela 

4th Sunday Irene & Anna 

ROTAS FOR MARCH 2015 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
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