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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We are a friendly and caring group of people who praise and glorify God and 
encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus. We seek to reach out 
and serve the local and worldwide community. 
 
Our vision is to see God changing people’s lives and transforming our local 
community and the world, and to play our part by sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and by expressing his word in love and action. 



1 Christ Church Lewes 

  FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I write on the day we learnt that Scotland has decided to remain within the 
United Kingdom. As expected this decision has been met with many 
different emotions. No doubt over the next few weeks there will be 
countless opportunities for the process and the decision to be analysed and        

debated. 
 

At the heart of the Independence vote was a real desire to break away from 
a political system that favoured a few but did not resonate with many 
within the United Kingdom. 
 

It was sad to observe that within hours of the result being declared we saw 
the arguments erupt over the traditional party lines in Westminster. 
Suddenly the political class were seeing their powerbase being challenged 
by the tumultuous events north of the Border. For me this “Business as 
Usual” was very disappointing. 
 

Jesus in his ministry challenged the established religious and political order 
because it didn’t seriously engage with many who were hurting and felt 
disenfranchised by normal society. In confronting what was important in 
terms of status and power Jesus drew unto himself a child. True peace and 
fulfilment is only achieved when we put ourselves at the bottom of the pile. 
“Want to be great?” Jesus asked, “Then you must become a servant to all”. 
 

My prayer is that we can within the United Kingdom forge a new way of 
equality among all the peoples of these great nations of ours. I hope we 
begin to see that there are greater issues at stake other than to maintain 
Party politics. 
 

The Scottish Independence Referendum has given us all a good shake. We 
need a new and better vision of what it means to be a caring democratic 
country. To return back to the safety and comfort of the old ways will be 
truly a missed opportunity. 
 

With every blessing. 
 

John Gordon 
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From the Secretary 
 
For me, this is my last letter to the congregation as the Church Secretary.  By the 
time you read this you will have heard at the Congregational Meeting on 28th 
September that I am now able to retire as Church Secretary, and am being replaced 
by two people. Neil Fisher is going to be the Church Secretary, and Lindsay Frost is 
going to be the Administrative Secretary. (You can find their titles and e-mail 
addresses on the inside of the Newsletter cover.) They will let you know how they 
are going to split the role, but I am sure that it will be a real help for them to work 
together.  It can be a lonely job!  
 
I have really enjoyed being Church Secretary - the people that you meet are always 
interesting, and it is good to feel part of both the United Reformed and the Methodist 
Churches. I have had opportunities to go to the URC synod, and to meet a wide range 
of ministers and also lay delegates. However I am now getting older, and more easily 
tired, and I feel it is time to do less in the church. We are also having more requests 
from our daughters to go and stay with them (sometimes involving looking after their 
children) and are beginning to feel that it might be a good idea to move nearer them, 
as they are now fairly fixed in their current homes. However in the meantime I hope I 
can continue to support the church.    
 
News of friends 
Sadly, in the last couple of weeks we have lost Angela Honeywood and Pam 
Clayton, both of whom attended church in the past.  The good news is that Michael 
Frost has got a place with funding at Aberdeen to do a PhD.   Ask him about what he 
is going to be researching!   We wish him all the best and hope to see him sometimes. 
 
Eleanor Smith 

A PIECE OF CAKE 
 
Thank you to everyone - both bakers and buyers - who supported our cake sale to 
help raise money for Embrace the Middle East, our overseas charity of the year, on 
Sunday September 21. 
 
Overall, we raised £116.50 from the cake sale which offered a wide range of 
beautiful cakes from fruit slices to sponges to chocolate cake to Polish poppy seed. 
 
Together with a separate financial donation received on the day, this takes us over 
our £2000 fund raising target for the year, which will enable Embrace to help the 
Palestinian Bible Society buy a new used car to carry out its work in the area from 
Bethlehem to Jericho . 
 
Thank you once again for your generous support. 

Global Concerns Committee 
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Missionary in Kenya 

 
Karen Terry 

 P.O. Box 76985 - 00620   Nairobi Kenya 
Email: kazjterry@live.co.uk 

Prayer Newsletter (No: 2) – August/September 2014 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
As some of you are aware I’m now serving as a Missionary with the NGO, ABC  
Children’s Aid Kenya.  ABC Children's Aid International was founded in 1988 in 
Iceland, as a charitable, non-profit organisation. It is a multi-national organisation 
and now raises money for the world's poorest children in Kenya, Uganda, Liberia, 
Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali, Asia and Europe. 
 
ABC Children's Aid finds its motivation from Christian principles, especially from 
the commandment to love your neighbour as you love yourself and to carry each 
other's burdens. It seeks to work in close partnership with local people across the 
developing world, empowering them to change their own communities by helping 
the next generation to step up out of poverty and lack of education. 
 
ABC Children´s Aid Kenya was founded in 2006 and is registered in Kenya and the 
UK. The focus is to help poverished children in the slums of Nairobi and from 2012 
also providing an Education for Maasai children in Lotokitok.  The heart of ABC 
also goes out to the street kids. Many of those kids are teenagers and have lost hope 
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in life as they have suffered through rejection, hunger and all kinds of abuse. The 
desire of ABC is to give them a new life by offering them a home, love and 
education. So many of them have amazed us by their turn around in life and their 
wonderful testimonies.  
 
I'm serving with the Child Sponsorship Team and Social Work Department.  We are 
out on the streets engaging directly with the street children giving words of hope and 
sharing the love of God.  We work with families in the community, the Children's 
Education Department, the Police and other agencies. We rescue street children and 
orphans and where possible we reunite children with their families. 
 
We Give God thanks for 

The renewal of my Missionary Permit for another 12 months 
 Sponsors of our children in the ABC Kenya Child Sponsorship Programme 
Talents that he has bestowed upon the children of ABC 
Completion of the first phase of the new school building and Children’s Home 

All these prayers have been answered by the Grace of God ‘ Matthew 7:7. Ask and it 
will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. 
 
Please Pray for: 

The staff at ABC to continue to have the vision and passion for their work 
The Health and wellbeing of the 1000 children under the care of ABC Kenya 
New sponsors to come forward and join the ABC Child Sponsorship programme 
Funds for the second phase of the new school building and Children’s Home 

 

I will be returning to the UK at the end of April 2015 and will be staying for 3 
months.  If you have any groups who would like me to come and give a brief talk I 
would be more than happy to oblige.  
 
ABC has a Mission House here in Nairobi and we can host both individuals and 
groups of up to 35 people.  If anybody is interested in volunteering and/or bringing a 
team, please contact me for further information. 
 
Details on ABC International and ABC Kenya can be found at 
www.abcchildrensaid.org/kenya: and on Facebook ABC-childrens’s-aid-kenya. 
God bless you and thank you for your continued prayers and support. 

 

Karen  now has a blog http://karenterry.weebly.com/  please feel free to pass the link 

on to anybody that you think might be interested to learn more about her work here. 

 

Stop Press! 

Karen some good news.  ABC Kenya has asked her  to do some work in the UK and 
so will be arriving back in Sussex and staying until Saturday 8 November.  She will 
come one Sunday soon to church whilst she’s staying in Lewes. 
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Prayers for October 
 
Listening God, 
Sometimes we pray confidently, trusting in your love. 
Sometimes we approach you fearfully, conscious of our own failure. 
Sometimes we are reluctant to pray, evading your call to us. 
Sometimes our prayer is a snatched moment in the hassle of activity. 
But always you hear us,  
Amen 
 
Prayers for the world 
Lord God, we pray for our world.    We pray for all the Arab countries where 
there is so much trouble these days.  Where different religions and different  
nationalities fight one another.  We pray that the fighting will stop between 
the Israelites and Palestinians.   We pray for the people in the Ukraine, as 
they try to become a free nation.  We pray for those around the world who 
are suffering from hunger or illness, and have no money to help themselves.  
We give thanks for the many charities who work throughout the world to 
alleviate hardship and illness, and for those who contribute either by 
working overseas or by making donations..  
 
Prayers for our church 
We thank you, God, for the things which have gone well in our church, but 
we are also conscious of things which we have not done, and probably 
should have done.   Help us to identify these omissions, and act on them.   
We thank you that we are ministering to so many families through the Tots, 
Messy Church and the Holiday Club.    Help us to minister also to others in 
need of our help and support..  Be with Lindsay and Neil, as they take over 
the job of Church Secretary.   May they enjoy the work of supporting the 
church in this way.  Be with us as we go forward as a church, not always 
sure what you want us to do, but trying to discern your will for us, and to 
carry it out.   
 
Prayers for members and friends 
Lord, we pray for all those who come to the church, either for Church 
activities or to enjoy themselves at activities using our premises.    Every 
week over 200 people pass through the building.   Be with them all, and 
help us to do all we can to make it a welcoming place, so that they feel 
encouraged and refreshed as they go from the church.   
 
We ask all these prayers in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 



 
6 Christ Church Lewes 

Happy Birthday to those with 
October Birthdays 

 
 

 
 

5 Jane Armstrong 

6 Roy Watkinson 

14 Pam Cleave 

21 Verena Smith 

  

Harvest Festival 
 

 
 
We shall be celebrating Harvest Festival at 10.30 am on 
Sunday 12 October, The church will be decorated the 
previous day, Saturday 11 October, from 10 am. Please 
contact Jeannette Swayne if you can help on the Saturday 
morning.   All help, flowers, fruit etc are welcome.  
 
The Harvest Gifts, both money and donations, are going to 
the de Montfort Food Bank.   Food should be non-perishable 
items, and there is a list of these on the Church 
noticeboard.   They will be brought up to the Communion 
table as part of the service. 
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TRAIDCRAFT STALL  
 

On Sunday 26th October we will celebrate: 

 the 35th anniversary of the founding of Traidcraft, the company which imports 
fairly traded goods and sells them on to Fair Traders to retail. 

 the 18th anniversary of the Christ Church stall under present management. 

 but chiefly, yourselves, who have been supporting our stall since some date in 
between, when Cliff and Phyllis Geering started it as a service to our church 
when we were the United Reformed Church. 

 
To celebrate, we will have fruit cake with your coffee made as far as possible with 
Fair Trade ingredients, launch the autumn catalogue from Traidcraft and display this 
year’s Christmas card designs which raise money for Christian Aid, CAFOD and 
SCIAF as well as Traidcraft. 
 
Please continue to support us. 

 

Wednesday 29 October 7.30-9 pm 
Dr Andrew Buxton 
The changing faces of public art 
 
Andrew Buxton obtained his first degree in chemistry at Oxford and a PhD in 
information science at Leicester.  For many years he worked as an 
information specialist in the Institute of Development Studies at the University 
of Sussex. Since his retirement in 2010 he has been able to pursue his 
interest in public art and runs classes for Lewes U3A focusing on art in 
different geographical areas. He will talk about how the nature and subjects 
of public art, particularly people, reflect society's changing values and will 
illustrate his talk with his own photographs. 

 

Sunday 2 November 6.30  
 
Our evening worship will include choral music from the 16th -20th centuries. 
We shall remember the centenary of the First World War in a modern setting 
of the words written in September 1914 For the Fallen. 
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 Church Calendar for October 2014 

 Fri 3 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Sheila Foreman  
 6.30 pm Evening worship led by Rev Amanda Roper  

 Wed 8 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 10 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 12 10.30 am Harvest Festival service with Holy Communion  
 led by Rev John Gordon 
 12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 13 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 15 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 17 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
 5.30 pm Book group 

 Sun 19 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Alan Crook  
 6.30 pm Evening worship with Holy Communion led by  
 Rev John Gordon 

 Fri 24 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 26 10.30 am 4th Sunday worship led by Rev Rose Westwood  

 Mon 27 7.45 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 29 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank: Dr Andrew Buxton - The                           
             changing faces of public art 

 Thu 30 7.30 pm - 9 pm Churches Together AGM at Southover  
 Church Hall, St James St 

 Fri 31 10.30 am - 11.30 am Messy Church 
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 NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 
Closing date for receipt of copy - Sunday 12 October at 12.30 pm 
 
Articles to - nick.armstrong@sky.com 
 
Photocopying from week commencing - Monday October 20 
 
Publication date - Sunday 26 October 2014 

ROTAS FOR  OCTOBER 2014 

 5 12 19 26 

Transport Robert Smith Lindsay Frost Alan Pett Neil Fisher 

Flowers Vacant Harvest Festival Vacant Vacant 

Flower  
Distribution 

Vreni Smith Pam Cleave Eleanor Smith Glenda Pett 

Communion 
Servers 

 
 

Gwyneth & The 
Frosts 

The Lunts 
 
 

 

Door  
Stewards am 

Joy Tasker & 
Irene Gannon 

Robert Smith & 
Linda Beddow 

Andrew Buxton 
& Pat  
Thompson 

Richard  
Partridge &  
Graham Purdye 

Door  
Stewards pm 

Richard Partridge  Robert Smith  

Vestry Stewards 
am 

Gwyneth  
Watkinson 

Gwyneth  
Watkinson 

Gwyneth  
Watkinson 

Gwyneth  
Watkinson 

Vestry Stewards 
pm 

Andrew Buxton  The Lunts  

Coffee Alan & Glenda Liz, Tom & the 
Boys 

Brenda &  
Norman 

Joy & Pat 

Powerpoint Irene Tom Robert Graham 

Sunday Club Glenda &  Anna Irene & Liz Graham & Irene 4th Sunday 
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SUNDAY 10.30 am Morning Worship and Children’s Club. 
Holy Communion on the second Sunday 
of the month. Fourth Sunday Worship. 

 6.30 pm Evening Worship, first and third Sundays 
only. Holy Communion is celebrated on 
third Sunday 

   

FRIDAY 9.30-11.30am 
 

Christ Church Tots (Term Time only) 

 8 pm Choir Practice  

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

For a more detailed diary for the month please see 
inside the Newsletter and the weekly Church Notice 

Sheet 
 

© This Newsletter is copyright reserved 

 


