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Our Minister writes: 

Dear Friends, 

 

What a difference a week (or even a 
day) can make. One moment I was 
enjoying an early morning coffee and a 
spot of “urban sketching” from our 
balcony overlooking the Piazze Delle 
Erbe in Verona. The next week in self-
isolation due to symptoms that might be 
associated with the Covid19 virus. 

Of course nobody quite knows what’s 
going on (try speaking to the person on 
the end of 111 to find this out!), and 
even when they appear to another 
bulletin comes out by the end of the day 
as the goal posts move. Indeed, one of 

my positive actions is NOT to watch most of the news each day – it is 
repetitive and cumulatively depressing. 

I have been acutely aware of the impact of such self-isolation: for 
instance, others have had to cover some of my work (thank you to all 
who have); the frustration of limited movement, even though in familiar 
surroundings; the effect of isolation on our mental health; and more. In 
particular I have viewed in a slightly different light the impact of 
isolation for those who are refugees or held against their will. In some 
small way maybe I have glimpsed what it is to try and stand in 
someone else’s shoes, whether refugees who have fled across the 
border from Syria, or those who are political prisoners - as for example 
Terry Waite when held for 5 years in the 1980s. 

As we enter Holy Week this year there is a sense of the unknown, 
especially about any advice to do with public gatherings. The first Palm 
Sunday saw a crowd follow Jesus into Jerusalem with cries of “Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord” (Mark 11:9). In the course of 
the week those cries of “Hosanna” turned to murderous cries of “crucify 
him”, as Jesus was deserted by his friends and left alone to face the 
cross. Yet Easter Sunday brings a different acclamation, “He is not 
here. He has risen!” As Christians we are charged with a Gospel which 
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proclaims Hope to the hopeless, Peace to those disturbed, and 
Comfort to those who dwell in darkness. Let us be Easter Christians in 
2020,  loving and caring for our neighbours with the love of God in 
these disorientating and isolating times.  

One contemporary hymn writer, Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, has just 
written a hymn for the world as we face the growing pandemic. As we 
journey through the remainder of Lent and on into Holy Week the 
words offer a means for reflection and prayer: 

 
God Whose Will is Health and Wholeness 
Tune: IN BABILONE 8.7.8.7 D  
(Traditional Dutch tune, "There's a Wideness in God's Mercy") 
 
God whose will is health and wholeness, hear your people as we pray: 
Many now are facing illness; more face sickness every day. 
As we lift our song toward heaven, may we use the gifts you give  
Science, justice, and compassion — to help others safely live. 
 
Jesus taught that your commandments call for us to use the mind. 
May we use the gifts of science to seek health for humankind. 
Bless the ones who work for healing; bless the ones who seek to be 
Builders of a health care system that protects society. 
 
God, you call for love and justice, yet our laws are far from wise: 
Many don't have good insurance; lack of health care threatens lives. 
Many workers must keep working, sick or not, to pay the bills. 
Turn us round when we have sanctioned greed that leads to greater ills. 
 
Loving God, we ask your blessing on the sick and those they love, 
And we pray for those now grieving as they lift their cries above. 
There is trouble all around us; illness causes pain and fear. 
Give compassion, love and kindness as we serve your people here. 
 
Yours, in our risen Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Revd Andrew Mills 
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 

For obvious reasons, this edition of the Link is somewhat slimmer 

than normal. If you have any news or stories which could be included 
in the next edition, do email them to us.  

We are now well into Lent and will soon be at the most important part 
of the Christian calendar when Easter will be upon us.  

We had so many plans for this time of year - our Holy Habits 
programme with a series of discussion meetings on Wednesday 
mornings, the Lewes Passion Play, with its series of open air 
performances around the town between Palm Sunday and Easter Day, 
the Good Friday Procession of Witness organised by Churches 
Together, our Messy Church celebration on Easter Day, our Church 
AGM at the end of April, and Christian Aid Week at the beginning of 
May. All of these events have been cancelled or postponed. 

But we must try to continue as best we can or are allowed. The Church 
Council is contuning to meet, holding eMeetings using the Internet. 
These have so far proved very successful, which proves what a 
blessing the internet can be in the situation we find ourselves. We will 
also be using email to send out devotional material on a regular basis. 
This will include a 2020 version of the Church Prayer Diary, and a 
copy of He rose again from the dead, a commentary on the lectionary 
readings for the Easter season. Thanks to David and Marion Smith for 
their hard work in producing that. We hope that, at some point, we may 
be in a position to print and distribute copies of both these to members 
of the congregation who do not have access to the internet. 

We are still trying to compile an Annual Report on the church's 
activities over 2019, which would normally go to the AGM. We will be 
chasing up church leaders to seek draft written material to go in the 
report. The eThumbscrews are ready.    
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At our Messy Church service in March, we were pleased to mark the 
contribution that Helen Chiasson has made to the set-up and running 
of the Fitzjohn's Food Bank and its work to benefit many local families 
in need. We were pleased to welcome Food Bank volunteers and 
clients to our Messy Church celebration. After three years of hard work, 
Helen is winding down her involvement at the Food Bank.  

The Lewes Open Door project to provide a winter shelter for homeless 
people in the town has now concluded for the winter. The project has 
managed to provide warm and dry overnight accommodation almost 
every night since early November at churches around the town, 
including Christ Church. In fact, the project ended a month early as, in 
February, the three main clients were found permanent 
accommodation by the local council.  Which is good news. A full review 
will take place before deciding whether to continue next winter.  

We are all facing a very uncertain future, not knowing when or if things 
will return to normal, or whether there will be a new normal and what 
that will be. And we are facing it without the usual support mechanism 
of friends and family around us. So it is very important for us as a 
congregation to keep in contact with each other, by phone, or email, or 
eMeetings, to support each other and maintain our fellowship so that 
when this strange time does come to an end, we can regroup and go 
onward “to proclaim the Gospel and serve the community around 
us”.    

Praying that you will all stay healthy 

Neil Fisher, Church Secretary 

Lindsay Frost, Administrative Secretary  

 
 



 

 

 
 
  

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


