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Our Minister writes: 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

The image of a sailing boat in 
many ways mirrors the calling 
of the Church. The purpose of 
a boat is to be on water, to be 
purposefully moving towards 
a destination, and to welcome 
those who will come onboard 
to share in that journey. In 
Jesus’ own ministry boats 
feature from time to time. As 
with this contemporary picture 

of a boat on the Sea of Galilee from one visit in 2017, Jesus also 
used a boat to move with his disciples from one side of the lake to 
the other. The transition to the other side was to be a time of 
challenge and growth, as well as experiencing the healing work of 
God in new places (Mark 5:1-2). Jesus sat in the boat just out from 
the shoreline to teach the crowds (Mark 4:1-11) about the coming of 
God’s Kingdom in a way which offered that Kingdom to all who would 
stop and listen. Nature itself was under the authority of the Son of 
Man, with the calming of the sea (Mark 4:35-41), and faith required a 
focus to be maintained on the Son of God, as Peter realized when 
he had to dry off his feet (Mark 6:45-53). 
 
As we continue to journey through Lent (albeit on land) it provides us 
with an opportunity to reflect, as many have done down through the 
centuries, on our pattern of discipleship with Jesus and our journey 
as Christians together. I hope that you will make the most of the 
opportunity to reflect during this period, and to join us in our focus on 
Prayer – one of the themes highlighted by the denominations focus 
on Holy Habits. You can find the dates and details of these sessions 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 
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Please continue to pray for our pastorate, in particular: 

• for Cross Way Church as it moves closer towards the proposed 
development of the building, and especially for the final push needed 
in grant applications. 
• for Christ Church and Lewes as the preparations for the significant 
Lewes Passion Play are well under way; for all the actors as they 
rehearse; and for the practical arrangements and promotion of the 
event. 
• for Alfriston as Andrew prepares material for an event on the 
Wednesday of Holy Week which will be promoted widely across the 
region. 
 
Your fellow traveller with Christ Jesus, 
 
Revd Andrew Mills 
 
 
 
FROM THE SECRETARIES 

We are now moving into Lent and will soon be at the most important 
part of the Christian calendar, as we work up to Easter. 

During Lent, we will continue our "Holy Habits" programme with a 
series of discussion meetings on Wednesday mornings from 10.00 
a.m. to 12 noon, followed by a simple soup and roll lunch . The dates 
are Wednesdays March 4,11,18,25 March and 1 April. The meetings 
will be led by Andrew and will be on the theme of "prayer".  There will 
also be an ecumenical study group meeting on a Tuesday evening at 
King’s Church. Further details of both of these courses can be found 
else where in this newletter. 

We have the Church AGM on Sunday April 26, and this will include 

the election of members of Church Council. Janet Cooper, Brenda 
Vance and Gwyneth Watkinson have come to the end of their first 
term, and Lindsay Frost has come to the end of his second term. All 
will be eligible for re-election, as will any other church member not 
currently on Church Council. Following the untimely death of Richard 
Partridge last year, there is also an additional vacancy, so there will 
be five vacancies in all to be filled, if possible. We ask all church 
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members to prayerfully consider who in the membership they think 
could fulfil one of these important posts in the life of the church, and 
to encourage them to agree to stand. Nomination forms are available 
from the Church Secretary. The closing date for nominations is 5 
April.  

Papers for the AGM will include preparation of an Annual Report on 
the church's activities over the last year. We will be in touch with 
church leaders later in March to seek draft written material to go in 
the report. The thumbscrews are ready.    

We are continuing our regular liaison meetings with Fitzjohn's Food 
Bank and had another good discussion with them early in February 
.Helen Chiasson is standing down from her involvement with the 
Food Bank, and we will be marking her contribution in setting it up , 
and working to benefit many local families in need , at the Messy 
Sunday session on Sunday 8 March at 9.30 a.m. Please join us, if 
you can. 

The Lewes Open Door project to provide a winter shelter for 
homeless people in the town is now moving into its final month. The 
project has managed to provide warm and dry overnight 
accommodation almost every night since early November at 
churches around the town, including Christ Church. A full review will 
take place before deciding whether to continue next winter.  

Best wishes 

Neil Fisher, Church Secretary 

Lindsay Frost, Administrative Secretary  
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World Day of Prayer 
Friday 6 March 11 a.m.  
at St. Michael’s Church, High Street, Lewes 

 
This year’s service has been prepared by the women of 
Zimbabwe, and will be followed by a ploughman’s lunch as 
usual. 

Women, men and children of all ages are called to « Rise, take 
your mat and walk ».   We are encouraged to reflect on the 
considerable difficulties and unrest that have plagued Zimbabwe 
over so many years.  We share the challenges they have met and 
the hopes they have for the future, as they continue their, often 
turbulent, journey towards full reconciliation. 

We hope you will join with the other churches in Lewes and more 
than 170 countries worldwide in celebrating the annual World Day 
of Prayer.   And if, as a singer or musician, you would like to be 
part of the ad hoc choir, led by Stella Hull (rehearsal 10.15 a.m.), 
please let Hazel know by the end of February. 

There is a poster on the Church door, and a few copies of the 
order of service are available at the back of the church.   More 
information can be found on the WDP website:  
www.wwdp.org.uk. 

 
 

ThinkTank 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 18 March 2020, when Dr 
Ian Carter will be speaking on: 

How do we decide what research to fund? 

Research and innovation are considered to be important to the 
health, wellbeing and prosperity of our society, but how do we 
deal with the many parties involved, their conflicting interests, the 
related ethical and moral questions, and the technical details? Ian 
will guide us through this maze. He has 30 years’ experience in 
research management and is now an independent consultant 
based in Lewes. He attends St Anne's Church. 
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Lent Study Groups 

There will be two Ecumenical Lent Study Groups in the town during 
Lent this year, with one group meeting on a Tuesday evening, and one 
group meeting on a Wednesday morning. 

The Tuesday evening group, organised by Churches Together, will be 
meeting in Room 1 at King’s Church from 7:30 pm - 9 pm (refreshments 
from 7 pm), beginning on Tuesday 3 March and ending on Tuesday 31 
March. We will be using the York course for 2020, which is marking the 
50th anniversary of the musical ‘Jesus Christ, Superstar’. The resources 
are user-friendly and designed for use by busy people who have little 
time for preparation! The approach is ecumenical, and this is reflected 
in the choice of contributors to the course. More information about 
the course can be found at www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/superstar. 
Course members will each need a booklet, and you are asked to 
contribute £5 to cover the cost of the shared materials and 
refreshments. For more details, please contact: Gretel Scott on 01273 
473904 or 07712 660337 or email: gretel.scott@btinternet.com 

There are (limited) parking spaces on site as well as on the surrounding 
streets, but please do not park at Homebase. 

The Wednesday morning group, organised by Christ Church, will be 
looking at Prayer, which is one of the themes identified by the Holy 
Habits book (developed by both the Methodist Church and the United 
Reformed Church). The meetings will take place at Christ Church on a 
Wednesday, with coffee from 10 am, running from 10:30 am – 12 
noon, followed by a simple soup and roll lunch, with donations at the 
lunch going to support the work of Christian Aid. 

The opening session on Wednesday 4 March will be a special session 
on “Contemplative Prayer” led by Mr Alan Fox (a church member at 
Cross Way Church, Seaford). Subsequent sessions, on 11, 18, 25 March, 
and 1 April, will be led by our minister, Revd Andrew Mills.  

All are welcome at either course. 

http://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/superstar
mailto:gretel.scott@btinternet.com?subject=Ecumenical%20Lent%20Study%20Group%20
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CHRIST CHURCH WALKS  

Our February walk on Sunday 16 was cancelled as Storm Denis 
blew its wet and windy way through Sussex. The walk has been 
postponed to the following Sunday, February 23, and hope that the 
weather will be kinder. The recent rains mean that most rural paths 
are very boggy indeed, so we will go for a coastal promenade walk 
instead. 

The March walk will be on Sunday March 15. I will be away that 
weekend, but I am sure that others will have some good ideas for a 
walk. Good luck with the weather. 

Lindsay Frost 

 

 

 

Lewes Passion Play 2020 

Preparations for Lewes Passion Play 2020 are now well in  
hand.  
 
The Lewes Passion Play presents the greatest dramatic events the 
world has ever seen-in the streets and gardens of our historic town. 
It will next be performed around Easter 2020, on Palm Sunday (5 
April, afternoon), Maundy Thursday (9 April, evening), Good Friday 
(10 April, early afternoon) and Easter Day (12 April, afternoon). For 
more information, see the Lewes Passion Play website 
 
If you would like further information about the Passion Play, please 
have a word with Graham Purdye. 
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News of Karen and Vivian 

 
Now back in Kenya after her Christmas break in England, Karen 
writes in her Newsletter:  
 

GOODBYE ENGLAND 

It was sad to leave our family and friends in England. Below is 
Vivian and myself with my parents, brother and sister-in-law. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELLO KENYA 

We were welcomed back to Kenya by our friends here. The 
seasons in Kenya are changing and we came back to very heavy 
rains and storms. Now though the sun is out and as I write this, I 
can hear the nearby cockerel, dogs barking and children playing.  

5 YEARS TOGETHER 

On 17th February we celebrated our 5 year anniversary together. It 
has been a journey of laughter and tears, highs and lows. We’ve 
held each other’s hand and walked the bumpy road. Vivian’s 
optimism and love of life has helped us navigate the bends in the 
road. She’s forever singing around the house. We have set 
ourselves the daunting task of fundraising for her secondary 
education, which keeps me motivated and focused. I know many of 
us can’t wait to see what she will grow up to become. I’m now back 
in school working with the children and their families. Pastoral Care 
work can be challenging but the skills that I have developed during 
my 7 years of living and working here have been vital.  
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WHAT DOES VIVIAN GET UP TO?  

Vivian is in Grade 7 now and on a Thursday does a cookery club. In 
her first week she came home with delicious guacamole which she 
made. As she gets older the homework is increasing, so weekends 
are taken up with school projects and learning. When we get some 
down time we like to go for walks especially in our local forest which 
is abundant with several monkeys, mammals and over 200 species 
of birds 

HOW CAN YOU HELP?  

Vivian will be joining secondary school here in September. We have 
applied to the International Mission School and following her 
entrance test and two positive visits, we are now waiting to hear if 
she has been accepted. The annual cost is £6000, which we are 
now starting to fundraise for. There are many advantages to her 
attending an international school such as exposure to new cultures, 
growth in personality, participation in more extra-curricular activities 
and more importantly gaining a wider range of career opportunities.  
If you are interested in learning more of Vivian’s story and/or you 
feel you want to contribute towards her secondary education, 
please email me, karenterry14@icloud.com. We also welcome 
prayers as we wait patiently. A big thank you to those that have 
kindly contributed so far. To date we have raised £410 which is a 
good start. We are most grateful to those that have supported us 
throughout her primary years. We look forward to sharing our 
journey with you again in June.  

Karen & Vivian x 



10 

Church Calendar for March 2020 

 Sun 1 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr John Berryman 

 Tue 3 7 pm - 9 pm CTLA Lent Study Group at King's Church 

 Wed 4 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits Lent Course  

  7 pm Pastoral leaders meeting 

 Thu 5 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 6 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

  11 am World Day of Prayer at St. Michael’s Church, High St. 

 Sun 8 9.30 am Messy Church 

  10.30 am Messy Sunday Worship 

 Mon 9 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Tue 10 7 pm - 9 pm CTLA Lent Study Group at King's Church 

 Wed 11 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits Lent Course  

 Fri 13 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 15 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr Richard Goldring 

  12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Tue 17 7 pm - 9 pm CTLA Lent Study Group at King's Church 

 Wed 18 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits Lent Course  

  7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank 

 Thu 19 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

  7.30 pm Mission Committee 

 Fri 20 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 21 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at Trinity Chapter House, 
Cockshut Road 

 Sun 22 10.30 am Mothering Sunday worship with Holy Communion 
led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 Mon 23 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Tue 24 7 pm - 9 pm CTLA Lent Study Group at King's Church 

 Wed 25 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits Lent Course  

  8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 27 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
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 Sun 29 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr Peter Ingram 

 Tue 31 7 pm - 9 pm CTLA Lent Study Group at King's Church 

 Wed 1 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits Lent Course  

 Thu 2 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 3 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Bell
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Rotas for March 2020 

 March April 

 1 8 15 22 29 5 

 
  

Messy 
Church 

  
Mothering 

Sunday 
Communion 

  
Palm 

Sunday 

Transport  Brenda Graham Alan Neil Brenda Graham 

Flowers  Janet       Joy   

Flower 
Distribution  

Glenda       Viv   

Welcoming 
Janet 

Cooper & 
Rod Owens 

Andrew 
Buxton &  Viv 

Frost 

Joy Tasker 
& Hazel 
freeman 

Ian & Judy 
Christie-Miller 

Janet Cooper 
& Hazel 

Freeman 

Rod & Aly 
Owens 

Vestry 
Stewards am 

Lindsay 
Frost 

Lindsay Frost Lindsay 
Frost 

Lindsay Frost Lindsay Frost Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Coffee  
Neil & Linda Glenda & 

Alan 
Rod & Aly Linda B & Janet Jane & 

Elizabeth 
Glenda & 

Alan 

PowerPoint  Graham Andrew/Neil Irene Andrew/Neil Graham Irene 

Sunday Club  Glenda   Graham Alison Irene Graham 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

    Janet 
Cooper 

      

Organist Norman David Norman David Norman David 



 



 

 
 
  

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


