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Our Minister writes: 

Dear Friends, 
 

Three of my all-time 
favourite films are still 
Peter Jackson’s The Lord 
of the Rings, a faithful 
representation of the 
trilogy written by 
J.R.R.Tolkein. In the story 
we follow the adventures 
of the hobbits Frodo 
Baggins and Sam 
Gamgee, together with 

others who form a fellowship of nine on a long journey together. 
Their mission is to take the “One Ring”, forged in the fires of 
Mount Doom, and to return it to its place of origin and destroy it. 
Needless to say, with a destination of such a name, Frodo and 
Sam and their companions face many perils and much danger in 
moving closer to the goal of their journey. In the course of their 
journey, and the 3 films, we see the inner nature of each 
character tested and revealed, both the good and the bad. It is in 
grappling with the task they have set out to perform that we really 
discover who they are and what it is that makes them the people 
(or rather hobbits) they are. 

What makes us who we are? The 26th February this year is Ash 
Wednesday and marks the start of Lent. This is characteristically 
a period in the Church’s calendar where Christians can make 
time to reflect on who they are and who they are called to be. The 
two don’t always match up! When we take time in the presence of 
God to ask who we are, and who we are called to be, we realize 
that it is often through testing and difficult times that we discover 
this. That is not to say that we seek to find or force hard times 
upon ourselves, but that it is in those very times and events that 
we would not wish to go through or face that we in fact find out 
who we really are.  
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The Gospels record the start of Jesus’ ministry with time spent in 
the wilderness of the Judean desert. After his baptism by John in 
the River Jordan, Mark 
records how “At once 
the Spirit sent Jesus 
out into the desert, and 
he was in the desert for 
forty days, being 
tempted by Satan. He 
was with the wild 
animals, and angels 
attended him.” (Mark 
1:12-13). This was a 
discomforting time for Jesus, yet leads into a ministry which 
ushers in the reign of God’s Kingdom into people’s lives. 

The URC Southern Synod has a set of Mission Criteria 
(www.southernsynodurc.org.uk/mission-criteria) to encourage 
every church to reflect on its life. The first mission priority says 
that “This Church is outward looking and is actively seeking to 
reach new people for Jesus Christ.” At the heart of the Gospel, of 
Jesus’ understanding of who he is and what his ministry is to be, 
is the reaching out of the Kingdom of Heaven to touch people’s 
lives and to make a difference. The encounters Jesus has in his 
ministry rarely seem comfortable, and yet it is through the 
discomfort that amazing transformations occur. As we journey 
together, bound in a fellowship (to Christ, rather than by the “One 
Ring”!), the challenge of Lent for us is to move out of our comfort 
zones and to live up to the first of the Synod’s Mission Criteria – 
to be a people who work and witness together so that others may 
discover Jesus Christ for themselves.  

May Lent be a time of deep reflection for you and a time when we 
allow the Holy Spirit to stir us in the depths of our being to follow 
Jesus Christ more faithfully, that through our shared witness 
others may become companions with us on The Way of Christ. 

Yours in Jesus’ name, 

Andrew 

 
 

http://www.southernsynodurc.org.uk/mission-criteria
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 

We are now well into the New Year and settling back into 
"normal" routine after the festive season. 

Thanks to everyone for all the extra work which went into 
arranging and delivering our programme of worship and special 
events over the Advent and Christmas period. Most events were 
well attended. We were sorry that both Andrew and Ruth were 
laid low by a very nasty viral bug over much of December, but 
very pleased to see them both back in harness for the church 
service on a brilliantly sunny Christmas morning.   

We have all been very concerned to hear of Gwyneth's recent 
eye problem, where she has been receiving specialist treatment 
at a hospital in Oxford. She hopes to complete the current round 
of treatment and be back home in Lewes around the end of 
January. She has passed on her thanks for the "get well" card 
from Christ Church folk  

Church Council met on January 8 and received a number of 
reports on the progress of various initiatives: 

• Fitzjohn's Food Bank had a very busy time over Christmas 
and was able to provide a large number of seasonal packages 
to needy local families. They are very grateful to Christ Church 
for the assistance they received in accommodating the 
unexpected avalanche of donations which they received. We 
have also learned that Helen Chiasson is stepping down from 
her role as a trustee of the food bank and we will be marking 
her huge contribution to its establishment and growth at the 
Messy Church service on Sunday March 8.  

• After a successful pilot period, Lewes Open Door is now more 
than halfway through its planned season (to the end of March) 
providing a winter night shelter for homeless people. We will 
continue to host the shelter on Saturday nights through to 
Sunday morning, and have been very impressed with the 
organisation and operation by LOD. After the very efficient tidy-
up after each night of operation, when we arrive for worship on 
a Sunday morning, there are no signs that the night shelter has 
actually been on the premises. However, Open Door does still 
need more volunteers, particularly to provide overnight cover 
for guests    
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• Ideas are being worked up to improve the Church's image 
and how it is communicated to users of the building and 
passers-by. These will be presented to future church meetings. 
Thanks to Judy and Ian Christie-Miller for their work in 
presenting attractive and eye-catching displays in the 
concourse 

• We are developing safeguarding guidelines in connection with 
use of social media   

• A programme of Lent study groups will be arranged as part of 
our "Holy Habits". Watch out for more details soon.  

• The Church Annual Meeting will be on Sunday April 26. 
Several members of Church Council are coming to the end of 
their current terms, and elections will be held in March and 
April. If you are interested in standing for a place on Church 
Council and would like more information, please speak to us 

• A number of property works have been undertaken, including 
new carpets on the concourse widening works on the driveway 
leading up to the car park. Our energy purchasing 
arrangements are up for renewal in March and we are 
exploring "green" energy sources which will further reduce our 
carbon footprint. 

• The Methodist Church is currently reviewing its position on 
"Marriage and Relationships”, particularly in connection with 
same sex partnerships. Please see the letter from Rev Irena 
Byron, Methodist co-chair of the CSUA, on page 7, which 
explains the CSUA’s approach to the consultations. 

Best wishes 

Neil Fisher, Church Secretary 

Lindsay Frost, Administrative Secretary  
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World Day of Prayer 
Friday 6 March 11 a.m.  
at St. Michael’s Church, High Street, Lewes 

 
This year’s service has been prepared by the women of Zimbabwe, and 
will be followed by a ploughman’s lunch as usual. 

Women, men and children of all ages are called to « Rise, take your 
mat and walk ».   We are encouraged to reflect on the considerable 
difficulties and unrest that have plagued Zimbabwe over so many years.  
We share the challenges they have met and the hopes they have for 
the future, as they continue their, often turbulent, journey towards full 
reconciliation. 

We hope you will join with the other churches in Lewes and more than 
170 countries worldwide in celebrating the annual World Day of Prayer.   
And if, as a singer or musician, you would like to be part of the ad hoc 
choir, led by Stella Hull (rehearsal 10.15 a.m.), please let Hazel know by 
the end of February. 

There is a poster on the Church door, and a few copies of the order of 
service are available at the back of the church.   More information can 
be found on the WDP website:  www.wwdp.org.uk. 

 
 
 

ThinkTank 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday  19 February 2020, 
when Dr Susan Conway will be speaking on: 

Religion and Society in Myanmar 

Susan Conway is a research associate at the Institute of 
Development Studies and leader of a project for the protection, 
conservation and preservation of the Theravada Buddhist 
material in the Shan State of Myanmar. She will talk about how 
society and religion are shown in documents and artefacts that 
form a significant part of world heritage as well as national culture 
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Rev Canon Richard Moatt 

Rev Canon Richard Moatt, the Rector of Lewes and vicar of St. Anne’s 
church, will be retiring at the end of March. Richard has been at St. 
Anne’s since November 2013, when he came to Lewes after almost 
three decades in Eden (the Crossfell group of parishes on the East 
Fellside of Eden in NE Cumbria). He was originally a teacher in East 
Sussex before studying for the priesthood. Since his arrival, replacing 
the Rev Phillip Hamilton-Manon, he has become a good friend of Christ 
Church, particularly with our joint evening services, Lent study groups 
and Carols on the Green, particularly over the last few years when we 
have been without a minister during our interregnum and then 
Andrew’s illness. There will be a farewell Evensong service at St. Anne’s 
at 6:30 pm on Sunday 23rd February, followed by drinks and nibbles. 
Members of our congregation are invited to join our friends at 
St.Anne’s for this occasion. 
 

Also departing 

We have also learned that Julian Haddow, the Mohican-haired Mission 
Director at Brighton and Hove City Mission since 2014, is moving on. 
We got to know Julian (who lives in Lewes) and his team when they 
stepped in to provide support for our summer holiday club when John 
Gordon left us a few months before it was due to start in 2017, and 
they again provided similar support in 2018.  
Julian writes: “Over the last few years we have really made every effort 
to work alongside you to better reach this city together for God's 
Kingdom. I hope, as a church … you have been able to take advantage 
of the training we now offer on schools work, Open the Book, 
Bereavement, and Working in Rest Homes, as well as our three Network 
forums. I also trust that you have seen a difference in our approach to 
going into local schools, rest homes, and running the food bank, with 
you the church. We seek to build the church in a united approach, and it 
has been wonderful to partner with so many churches and areas in and 
around Brighton and Hove.” 
We wish Julian the very best in the future, and also Brighton and Hove 
City Mission as they seek to find a replacement to enable them to 
continue their work to enable Kingdom growth in the city.  
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Methodist Report on Marriage and Relationships: 

‘GOD IN LOVE UNITES US’ 

This Report, as the title indicates, is an opportunity to discuss the 
relationships we have with each other. It is bigger than one type 
of relationship, however, there has been much focus on the 
aspect of same-sex marriage and, indeed, this particular 
relationship has implications both theological and practical. 

As a United Ecumenical Area, we are grateful that the URC has 
withheld its implementation of its own decision until this report 
has been agreed at Methodist Conference. 

The 2019 Methodist Conference directed that the report be 
commended for study and prayerful discussion. The resolutions 
shown at the end of the report are to be debated through 
Circuits/United Areas and Synod. It is this that will be the focus of 
our discussions to decide what amendments we might want 
made to the Report. Our CSUA response, to be agreed at the 
Area meeting on 25th March, will then be sent to SE District 
Synod, who in turn will send to Methodist Conference. 

Although URC members may feel that they have had the 
discussions already, all congregations are encouraged to 
participate in the discussions over the next weeks in order that 
we may have a valid and representative reflection. 

Dates have been set at different times and venues to allow as 
many as possible to participate. Please make every effort to 
attend one or more. 

Crowborough  Sat 25 Jan 10-12am 

CrossWay, Seaford  Wed 12 Feb 1.30-3.30pm  

St.Barnabas, Eastbourne Tue 28 Jan 7-9pm 

Haywards Heath MC  Sat15 Feb 1-3pm 

To make these discussions as meaningful as possible, please 
read the report! What is required is that we consider any 
amendments we may wish to make to the proposed resolutions in 
the report, the link online is www.methodist.org.uk/MandR19  
There are some printed copies available in your churches. 

May we be one in Christ, understanding of his purpose and 
supportive of each other as we seek God’s way forward. 

Blessings, Rev Irena Byron 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/MandR19
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CHRIST CHURCH WALKS  
or "MUD, MUD, GLUTINUOUS MUD"   

We have continued our programme of walks through the very wet 
autumn and winter of 2019-2020. All too often, the paths have 
looked like the picture below, but we have negotiated our way 
around the mud and puddles and got everyone back home safe. 

On Sunday December 8, we did a walk from South Hill Barn on 
Seaford Head. Although we were lucky with dry weather, it was 
extremely windy, and we kept well away from the cliff edges as 
we walked down to Hope Gap and Cuckmere Haven. The sea 
was very rough indeed. Much of the riverside area at the Haven 
was flooded, but we were rewarded with the sight of hundreds of 
Canada geese out on the soggy fields. 

January 1 saw our traditional New Year’s Day morning walk over 
the Malling Downs to Mount Caburn. Once again, it was dry. 
However, there was thick cloud which restricted visibility from the 
Downs after the long slog around to Caburn and then back down 
to Lewes. 

We were back to our monthly "third 
Sunday" routine on January 19 with 
a walk in brilliant sunshine from 
church out over Kingston Ridge, 
past the windmill, and then back 
through Southover. Despite best 
efforts to avoid the worst of the mud, 
the fields between Kingston and 
Spring Barn were a real quagmire 
and all of us got pretty muddy. 
Perhaps, we should have noticed 
the clue in the first word of "Spring 
Barn"  

Our next walk is on Sunday 16 
February. We are hoping a spell of 
dry weather opens up some walking 
options that will avoid the mud. 
Failing that, a seafront walk might 
be our best bet 

Lindsay Frost 
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HOMELINK 

 
 
The final total of money raised by the Gala Concert at 
Glyndebourne on 17th November was over £35,000, which could 
help 35 families into housing. In addition, HOMELINK is currently 
working to obtain grants from a number of charitable organisations 
in order to finance additional part-time staff to enable it to be more 
sustainable by growing the supporter and volunteer base. As with 
many voluntary organisations, HOMELINK is finding it difficult to 
recruit younger volunteers and supporters which are vital if it is to 
continue its work into the future.   

 

 

 

 

News of Karen and Vivian 

It was good to see Karen and Vivian when they visited us over the 
Christmas period. They seem more settled now following the 
uncertainties about their future over the last year. Karen is hoping 
that Vivian who, as a result of the upheavals in her life when she 
was younger rather than through a lack of ability, is a couple of 
years behind academically, will obtain a place in the Rift Valley 
Academy, a Christian boarding school a couple of hours outside of 
Nairobi. If she is successful, this should enable Vivian to obtain the 
qualifications that she will need in later life. Karen is also hoping to 
assist with student and family counselling at a new school being set 
up in Nairobi. Please continue to remember them in your prayers. 
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Lewes Passion Play 2020 

Preparations for Lewes Passion Play 2020 are now well in  
hand. They write:  
 
Rehearsals have now started and we are delighted at the number of new 
people who have already come on board with the Passion Play, from 
across the town and beyond. 
  
We are still waiting in faith for people to play the roles of the disciples 
Matthew and James the Younger. 
  
The Prayer Group will continue to meet on Mondays at 3pm  
at 43, Warren Drive, Lewes BN7 1HD on the following dates: 
27 Jan, 10 Feb, 24 Feb, 9 Mar, 23 March 
Please join them, either in person or in prayer on these dates.  
Spread the word, or feel free to set up other groups elsewhere around the 
town.  
  
Each week are compiling a number of points for particular focus for 
prayer, which we are sharing with people we know are actively supporting 
the project in prayer. Current prayer points are:  

- For helpers to make costumes  
- Cast required: 2 disciples, Roman soldiers, an angel and a pilgrim  
-  Crowd members 
- That the team will continue to grow together in fellowship 

 
If you would like further information about the Passion Play, please have 
a word with Graham Purdye. 
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Meeting Dates 2020

Church Council at 7:30 pm 
(usually 2nd Wednesday alternate) 

8 January  
(12 February) 
12 March (Thursday) 
(1 April) 
13 May 
(11 June, Thursday) 

8 July  
9 September  
(7 October) 
11 November 
(9 December) 

 
 

Congregational Meeting at noon 
(4th Sundays) 

26 January 
26 April (AGM) 
26 July 
25 October 

 
 

Think Tank at 7:30 pm   
(3rd Wednesday) 

15 January  
19 February 
18 March 
20 May 
17 June 
15 July 
16 September 
21 October 
18 November 

Messy Church  
(Friday of Holiday week) 

21 February  
17 April 
29 May 
28 August 
30 October 

 

 
Holiday Club (Messy Church)  
 

30 July - 1 August  
 

 

Tots terms  
(Fridays, school term time) 

10 January to 14 February 2020 

28 Feb to 3 April 

24 April to 1 May 

15 May to 22 May 

5 June to 17 July 

11 September to 23 October 

6 November to 18 December 
 

 
Pastoral leaders meetings 
 

4 March 
1 July 
4 Nov 
 
 

Easter Day 12 April 2020 
CSUA Area Meeting Wed 25 Mar  
CSUA Area Meeting Thu 18 June  
CSUA Area Meeting  Wed 23 Sept   
CSUA Area Meeting  Thu 10 Dec   
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Church Calendar for February 2020 

 Sun 2 10.30 am Morning worship led by Dr Graham Campling 

 Mon 3 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Thu 6 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 7 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 9 9.30 am Messy Church 
  10.30 am Messy Sunday Worship 

 Mon 10 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Wed 12 2 pm Discussion on Methodist document on Marriage and 
Relationships at Cross Way 

 Fri 14 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 15 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at t.b.a. 

 Sun 16 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Bell 
  12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 17 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Wed 19 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank 

 Thu 20 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 21 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  10.30 am Messy Church 

 Sun 23 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Mr 
Peter Ingram 

  6.30 pm Evensong and farewell to Rev.Richard Moatt at 
St.Anne's 

 Mon 24 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 
  7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 26 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 28 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 1 10.30 am Morning worship  
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Rotas for February 2020 

 February March 

 2 9 16 23 1 

 
  Messy Church   Communion   

Transport  Lindsay Alan Neil Lindsay Brenda 

Flowers            

Flower 
Distribution  

          

Welcoming 
Brenda Vance 

& Linda 
Beddow 

Andrew Buxton 
& Ian Christi-

Miller 

Joy Tasker & 
Hazel freeman 

Graham Purdye & 
Linda Fisher 

Janet Cooper & Rod 
Owens 

Vestry 
Stewards am 

Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Brenda Vance Gwyneth 
Watkinson 

Lindsay Frost 

Coffee  
Viv & Lindsay Rod & Aly Beattie & 

Graham 
Brenda & Norman Neil & Linda 

PowerPoint  Graham Andrew/Neil Irene Andrew/Neil Graham 

Sunday Club  Glenda   Alison Irene Glenda 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

    Linda Beddow     

Organist Norman David Norman David Norman 



 

 
 
  

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


