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Our Minister writes: 

Dear Friends, 
 
“It’s the saviour of  
…….pay-as-you-go!”  
 
So goes the 
advertising line on the 
radio for a certain 
phone company. I 
often feel that I am 
juggling concepts 
when I talk in a 

variety of contexts, between ancient biblical texts and modern 
patterns of speech. Even modern patterns of speech are a blend 
though of inherited “parental” forms of language and the 
constantly evolving vocabulary of modern-day language – some 
of which would shock my grandparents if they were alive, and 
some of which they would not understand at all as we add new 
words to the OED each year, with over 1,400 updates in 2019! So 
it was reassuring to feel that perhaps the word “saviour” still has 
some currency – the idea that a “saviour” somehow redeems a 
poor situation, rescues an ailing product form, brings hope of 
renewed life (& revenue stream) to a company.  
 
The word saviour is prominent at this time of year, especially 
through the nativity account in the Gospel when the angels 
appear to shepherds on a Judean hillside: 
 

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 

Luke 2:10 – 12 

Our celebrations remind us of the joy of which the angels spoke – 
that in Jesus Christ as Saviour there would be hope for all the 
world, a Redeemer who would transform lives, a Rescuer who 
would lift us up from the mess of our own making, and a Saviour 
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who would bring light into the darkest places of our world. Both in 
our Christmas celebrations and our prayers as we enter into 2020 
we can thank God for the gift of his Son, born to be that Saviour 
of the world.  
 
During Advent we will be holding a series of 3 sessions called 
“The Purpose of Christmas.” These will be an opportunity to 
reflect on the reason for the season. Please do try and join in 
some of these sessions (even if it is just one) and the many other 
things going on, which will help us to reflect more deeply on the 
significance of the Saviour born for us and the world. Do also 
think and pray about who you will invite to some of the events 
that we have organized this year, such as the carol service and 
Christmas Day – so that our celebrations can be enriched by their 
presence. 
 
May you have a Joy-filled Christmas, and a Peace-ful New Year. 
 
Yours, in Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
Andrew 

 
 

New Methodist co-leader for CSUA 

As you may be aware, Rev Irena Byron, the Methodist co-leader 
of the CSUA and minister of Hailsham and Chyngton churches 
will be retiring next summer. The following announcement 
regarding her replacement has been made by Carol Jewell, the 
Senior Methodist Area Officer: 

We were fortunate to receive a match from the first meeting of the 
Stationing Committee and last weekend the Invitation Committee 
and members from Chyngton, Cross in Hand, Gamelands and 
Hailsham churches had the opportunity to meet with Rev’d 
Barbara Evans-Routley and her wife, Catherine. 

Following consultation at the end of her two day visit it was 
decided to invite Barbara to join CSUA as Superintendent and 
Co-Leader from 1st September 2020.  She has graciously 
accepted this invitation and we very much look forward to 
welcoming her to the Area. 
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 

Welcome to this bumper issue of “Christ Church Link” which 
covers both December 2019 and January 2020, and so sees us 
move into the third decade of the 21st century. 

We have been working on a special programme of events for the 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons, which we hope will 
move us into the New Year on a bright and optimistic note. All the 
details of these events are set out elsewhere in this newsletter. 
Please come along and you will feel something of the real 
meaning of Christmas and a break from the commercial excess 
which sometimes threatens to drown it out.  

As well as worship and other seasonal events, look out for the 
booklet “ An Inexhaustible Fountain” produced by the Mission 
Committee as a set of scripture readings for the season . Special 
thanks to David Smith (and Marion) for the hard work and 
scriptural insights which have gone into its production. Copies are 
available in the church . 

It has been a good year for the church, with the arrival of Andrew 
as our new Minister, and the new ideas and initiatives that he has 
brought. We are hoping that these will bear fruit in terms of a 
more confident, vibrant and outgoing church over the coming 
months.  

It has been very encouraging over 2019 to see our congregation 
bolstered by a number of new regular attenders and for initiatives 
such as Christ Church Tots, Messy Church, the Food Bank, Holy 
Habits Bible Study, and the Winter Night Shelter for Homeless 
People to develop and grow. It is also very good to see that 
Christ Church is building a bigger profile in the local community 
and we are developing new policies to make sure we use our 
buildings wisely to develop this role even further. Our hosting of 
Churches Together in Lewes’ “Parliamentary Election Hustings” 
on November 27 was another opportunity to welcome large 
numbers of people to the church. 

Andrew has emphasised the importance of our pastoral care 
arrangements for members of the Christ Church congregation. 
This was covered at a meeting in early November where we 
discussed a number of initiatives, including better arrangements 
for keeping in touch and setting up a dedicated pastoral fund in 
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our budget. We are also updating our safeguarding arrangements 
to cover issues arising from the widespread use of social media 
and hope to arrange training later in 2020. 

The team reviewing the church’s image has begun its work. In 
particular, it is looking at the church buildings and grounds to see 
how we can make them more attractive, accessible and 
welcoming. A number of ideas are being worked up and costed 
and will be presented for wider discussion early in the New Year. 

One disappointment has been our failure to appoint a Children 
and Families Worker after a third round of recruitment in the early 
autumn. We have met to discuss what we can do next and have 
decided to explore other possible recruitment avenues such as 
working with bible colleges or other local churches. We will 
pursue this further in the New Year and report back. 

The Central Sussex United Area Superintendent, Rev. Irena 
Byron is leaving her post at the end of August 2020. The 
Methodist Church’s Stationing Committee has done its “matching” 
work, and the local invitation committee have now offered the 
post to Rev. Barbara Evans-Routley. She has accepted and will 
join CSUA in September 2020. 

With best wishes for a Peaceful and Happy Christmas season 

Neil Fisher - Church Secretary 
Lindsay Frost - Administrative Secretary  
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Holy Habits - Advent 

Our “Holy Habits” programme continues in Advent. There are 
further sessions on Wednesday mornings 3, 11 and 18 December 
from 10.30 a.m. to 12 noon. These sessions will help us reflect on 
Bible themes introduced by Andrew during Sunday morning 
worship. All are welcome.  

 

 

Looking forward to Advent and Christmas 

Wed 3 Dec at 10:30 am Holy Habits study session – Advent 1 

Sun 8 Dec at 3 pm HOMELINK Christmas Concert with the 
Ashdown Singers at St.Thomas More, Seaford 

Wed 11 Dec at 10:30 am Holy Habits study session – Advent 2 

Sun 15 Dec at 2:30 pm Carols on the Green on Nevill Green 

Wed 18 Dec at 10:30 am Holy Habits study session – Advent 3 

Fri 20 Dec at 6 pm Family film in the church: 
‘Nativity 2: Danger in the Manger!’ 

Sat 21 Dec at 5 pm Candlelit Carols at Alfriston URC  
(see below) 

Sun 22 Dec at 4 pm Christ Church Carol Service 

Wed 25 Dec at 9:30 am Family Service for Christmas Day  
led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 

Candlelit Carols at Alfriston URC 

Saturday 21st December 2019, 5 – 6pm  

This will be a wonderful setting to join together with others in 
singing favourite carols and reflecting together and celebrating 
the birth of Jesus, the Light of the World.  

To be followed by festive refreshments  

All are very welcome to join with us. 

For any further information please speak to Andrew. 
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Election Hustings  

  

A packed Christ Church with the German TV crew on the left, the candidates in the apse (Oli 
Hnman, Paul Cragg, KateChappell, Johnny Denis, Maria Caulfield) and chairman Lindsay Frost 

Around 250 people, plus a news crew from the German national 
broadcaster ARD, packed the church and the main hall on 27 
November for an election hustings meeting organised by Churches 
Together in the Lewes Area.  

Doors opened at 7 o’clock, and it soon became obvious that extra 
seating in the hall would be needed. All five candidates arrived, 
including Paul Cragg, the Independent candidate, who was a bit of 
a mystery item (and proved still so by the end of the meeting), and 
were led to the Green Room (aka small hall) to be briefed by 
Lindsay Frost, who had kindly agreed to follow up his gig at the 
2016 referendum hustings by hosting this meeting.  

After the formalities, the candidates introduced themselves with a 
short speech, and then followed the questions which had been 
submitted in advance by members of the public. Lindsay kept the 
candidates (and the audience at times) well under control, but it 
was no surprise that the meeting overran its intended finishing time.  

It was good to see and hear all the candidates in person, and for 
people to be able to vent their concerns, but whether it changed 
anybody’s voting intention – who knows.  

Thanks to Caroline Pybus of Churches Together for organising the 
event, and to Lindsay for agreeing to chair it, and to all those who 
helped on the day, especially those who helped with the setting up 
and clearing up. 
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ThinkTank 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday  15 January 2020, when Dr 
Elizabeth Craig will be speaking on: 

Northern Ireland and Europe 

Elizabeth is a member of the congregation at South City Church, 
Portslade. She was awarded a degree in Law with German at 
Sheffield in 1997, and a doctorate at Queen's University Belfast in 
2006. Since 2014 she has been a senior lecturer at the Sussex 
Centre for Human Rights Research.  She has special interest in 
minority rights and has advised governments on minority issues. 
The place of Northern Ireland in European history has been a 
subject of both controversy and hope, and crucial in tension 
between the UK and the EU.  Elizabeth will share some of her own 
personal experiences of growing up near the Irish border and reflect 
on some of the human rights challenges posed by Brexit in the 
Northern Ireland context.   
 
 
Epiphany service 

There will be a joint Epiphany service with St.Anne’s led Rev 
Andrew Mills and Canon Richard Moatt, with contributions by the 
choir, on Sunday 5 January at 6:30 pm. All are welcome. 
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 Christmas 2019 

Dear Friends, 

All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth! At the October [URC] 

Synod Together meeting in October we said farewell to Revd Nicola 

Furley-Smith after 8½ years as Moderator of [URC] Southern 

Synod. We wish her well as she takes up her new role as 

Secretaries to Ministries in the URC nationally. She has certainly 

left a gap in our lives and for now that gap is being filled by the two 

of us (Revd Bridget Banks and Revd George Watt) supported by 

Revd Paul Dean covering the Ecumenical work of the Synod. We 

hope that someone will be in post by the summer next year. Please 

pray that the right person would be found to permanently fill the 

gap. 

But there is something endearing about the smile of someone 

missing their two front teeth! It makes you aware of the other teeth 

which are every bit as important as the front ones. And we would 

remind you that the Synod is also made up of the Office and Field 

Staff, the Ministers, Local Church Leaders, Elders and all the 

members and adherents of our local churches – all playing our part 

in the mission of the Church. Let us smile broadly and celebrate 

each other. 

As Christians what we long for isn’t shiny new incisors but more of 

God’s kingdom. At Christmas we celebrate the coming of Christ to 

fill the gaps in our lives and in our world. He comes to bring light in 

our darkness, hope in our despair and peace in our troubled world. 

We are invited to come and gaze on the baby born in a humble 

stable. He was the one that had been longed for and wished for to 

rescue and to save. 

But it wasn’t a one-off event. Christ comes afresh to the present 

troubled world to bring light, hope and peace. At the time of writing 



9 

this letter we are preparing for a General Election and politicians 

are promising how to cure the ills of the present world. Promises 

can sound very easy, the hard thing is making it a reality. We 

rejoice that God didn’t just promise us that he would love us but he 

showed it in a very tangible way by sending Jesus into the world. As 

unbelievable as it may sound this was part of God ‘s plan to change 

hearts, minds and the whole world. As John Bell & Graham Maule 

from Wild Goose put it:  

Who would think that what was needed 

To transform and save the earth 

Might not be a plan or army, 

Proud in purpose, proved in worth? 

Who would think, despite derision, 

That a child should lead the way? 

God surprises earth with heaven, 

Coming here on Christmas Day. 

This is the Good News that we will be celebrating in our churches 

when there is so many challenges and so much uncertainty in our 

world today.  

But we are also invited to join in with this work. We all have a part to 

play. At the recent LICC (London Institute of Contemporary 

Christianity) day we were encouraged to avoid saying ‘I am just a…’ 

as though we have no part in God’s work. So, we should avoid 

thinking that we are just a florist, bin man, accountant, grandparent. 

We all have a part to play in filling the gaps in our world today. We 

can be the answer to our own prayers ‘All I want is…’ As we rejoice 

in God sending his Son into the world may we discover how he 

sends us to continue the work that he began.  

We would like to wish all of you in local churches a happy and 

peaceful Christmas. And may you faithfully proclaim that Christ has 

been born amongst us bringing light in our darkness, hope where 

there is despair and peace where there is unrest.  

God bless.  

 

  

Revd Bridget Banks  Revd George Watt 
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News of Karen and Vivian 

Some happier news this month about Karen and Vivian. Karen 
writes: 

“Over the last 12 months, the number [has] increased of 
children/families I worked with at Faith Ventures School. I have 
seen a great improvement in the children and thank God it’s a real 
privilege to stand alongside them. My ministry is also expanding 
from February to include another two schools here in Nairobi.  Once 
all this has been finalised I can give you more details. 

I have been busy with weekly Kiswahili language lessons. I think 
the term is work in progress. I have finished now and will pick it up 
again next year. 

Vivian is good and considering 
things have been in a turmoil, she 
has done well at school both in 
academics and sports. We feel the 
time has come to place her in 
another school for her secondary 
education. We continue to explore 
various options and will keep you 
posted. 

She closes school on Thursday. If 
the weather improves, we will then 
make the long journey up country to 

visit her Grandmother. Also she has church camp in two weeks. 
This is part of a year long ROPES (Rights of Passage Experiences) 
program she has been participating in. This is for children transiting 
from primary to secondary school. 

We will be home for Christmas and look forward to spending time 
with you and our friends at Christ Church. We will be arriving in the 
UK on Monday 16 December and returning to Nairobi on Saturday 
25 January.” 
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Lewes Open Door Night Shelter 

The trial period of the night shelter in November has gone well, and 
it has been agreed to continue to the end of March 2020. The 
shelter provides accommodation on a rota basis in four Lewes 
churches – King’s Church, Southover, Westgate and ourselves, and 
is much appreciated by the guests, whose number varies from 2 to 
5, although on one occasion, there was only one guest arrived, and 
he insisted on leaving the shelter to sleep rough as he didn’t think it 
fair that 3 volunteers should lose a night’s sleep just for him. 
Although the project has sufficient volunteers to continue, new 
volunteers are always welcome. Please contact.  Claire Bell, 
cebell9@gmail.com, 07725 592658, if you would like to help 

 
 
 
 

HOMELINK 

 
The concert at Glyndebourne on 17th November was a tremendous 
success. A packed auditorium enjoyed a programme of the best of 
Sussex talent including classical greats, upcoming young 
performers and community choirs, with a host of national and 
international celebrities who introduced the acts and also, more 
importantly, highlighted the work that HOMELINK does in helping 
homeless people into housing.  The final total of money raised is 
still awaited.   

Next up, at 3 pm on Sunday 8 December, is the annual Ashdown 
Singers Christmas Concert at the church of St Thomas More in 
Seaford.. There will be coffee and mince pies to follow afterwards 
and there will be a retiring collection for HOMELINK funds. 

“This is one of the best ways to prepare for Christmas.” 
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CHURCH WALKS 
 
We did not have a church walk in November, as the date clashed 
with the “Homelink Gala Concert” at Glyndebourne, where a 
number of us had tickets and Glenda Pett was singing in a gospel 
choir. As has been the case for most of our walk dates this year, the 
sun was shining that afternoon.  
We are hoping our luck with the weather continues for our last date 
of the year which will be on Sunday December 8 (brought forward 
from December 15 to avoid a clash with Carols on the Green). We 
will be doing a walk of 3-4 miles from South Hill Barn at Seaford 
Head, which should give us nice views of the coast and the 
Cuckmere Valley if the weather is kind. The start time will be 12.30 
pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         
 
We also have our traditional “blow off the cobwebs” walk on New 
Year’s morning, January 1, meeting at the Cliffe Corner car park at 
11.00 a.m. and then heading up onto Malling Downs and around to 
Mount Caburn and then back down to Cliffe. 
 
Lindsay Frost  
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Church Calendar for December 2019 

 Sun 1 10.30 am Advent Sunday worship led by Rev Roger Wood 

 Mon 2 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Wed 4 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits study session - Advent 

 Thu 5 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 
  7.30 pm Mission Committee 

 Fri 6 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 7 10 am - 12.30 pm 'The Art of the Nativity' at Alfriston URC 

 Sun 8 9.30 am Messy Church 
  10.30 am Messy Sunday Worship Rev Andrew Mills 
  12.30 pm Church Walk 
  3 pm HOMELINK Christmas Concert with the Ashdown Singers 

at St.Thomas More, Seaford 

 Mon 9 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Wed 11 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits study session - Advent 

 Fri 13 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 15 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Liz Bates 
  2.30 pm Carols on the Green 

 Mon 16 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Wed 18 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits study session - Advent 

 Thu 19 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 20 6 pm Film in the church 'The Nativity' 

 Sat 21 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at t.b.a. 

 Sun 22 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev 
Andrew Mills 

  4 pm Carol Service led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 Mon 23 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 
  7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 25 9.30 am Christmas Day Family Service led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 Fri 27 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

 Sun 29 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Bell 

 Mon 30 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 
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Church Calendar for January 2020 

 Wed 1 11 am New Years Day Walk 

 Thu 2 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Sun 5 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr Richard Goldring 
  6.30 pm Joint Epiphany service with St.Annes 

 Mon 6 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Fri 10 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 12 9.30 am Messy Church 
  10.30 am Messy Sunday Worship 

 Mon 13 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Wed 15 2 pm Property Committee 

 Thu 16 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 17 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 18 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at t.b.a. 

 Sun 19 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr Richard Goldring 

  12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Mon 20 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 

 Wed 22 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 24 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 26 10.30 am Covenant Service led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 Mon 27 10 am - 4 pm Fitzjohns Food Bank 
  7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Fri 31 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 2 10.30 am Morning worship led by Dr Graham Campling 
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Rotas for December 2019 

 

December 

 

1 8 15 22 25 29 

 

Advent Sunday Messy Church   Communion Christmas Day   

Transport  Brenda Neil Alan Graham   Lindsay 

Flowers  Jeanette   Janet       

Flower 
Distribution  

    Viv       

Welcoming 
Linda B & Pat 

Thompson 

Andrew Buxton 
& Graham 

Purdye 

Joy Tasker & 
Hazel freeman 

Janet Cooper & 
Judy Christie-

Miller 

Linda Fisher & 
Brenda Vance 

Linda B & Pat 
Thompson 

Vestry Stewards Irene Gannon Neil Fisher Irene Gannon Neil Fisher Neil Fisher Neil Fisher 

Coffee  Glenda & Alan 
Jane & 

Elizabeth 
Viv & Lindsay Glenda & Alan   

Brenda & 
Norman 

PowerPoint  Irene Andrew/Neil Irene Andrew/Neil Andrew/Neil Irene 

Sunday Club  Irene   Alison     Graham 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

    Irene Gannon       

Organist David Norman David Norman David David 
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Rotas for January 2020 

 

January February 

 
5 12 19 26 2 

  Messy Church  Communion  

Transport  Alan Graham Neil Brenda Lindsay 

Flowers  
     

Flower 
Distribution  

     

Welcoming 
Janet Cooper & Ian 

Christie-Millar 
Andrew Buxton & 

Aly Owens 
Joy Tasker & Hazel 

freeman 
Linda Fisher & Judy 

Christie-Millar 
Brenda Vance & 
Linda Beddow 

Vestry 
Stewards 

Glenda Pett Glenda Pett Glenda Pett Glenda Pett 
Gwyneth 

Watkinson 

Coffee  Beattie & Graham Linda B & Janet Neil & Linda Jane & Elizabeth Viv & Lindsay 

PowerPoint  Graham Andrew/Neil Irene Andrew/Neil Graham 

Sunday Club  Irene  Alison Graham Glenda 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

  Glenda Pett   

Organist Norman David    
 

 



 



 

 
  

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


