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Our Minister writes: 

Dear Friends, 
 
How often do you reflect on your actions or words? How often do 
you reflect on how you will act or speak? I suspect that if you are at 
all like me then it is not often enough, nor carefully enough. 
 

On Sunday 10th this 
month we once again 
join in marking 
Remembrance Sunday. 
Although in the churches 
where I have served I 
never knew personally 
the names of those read 
out during the services it 
was always for me a 
poignant moment in the 
connection being made 
between those 

individuals (who left family and friends behind) and those millions 
who served and died during the First World War, and other wars 
since.  

 
A few years ago the poet Carol Ann Duffy was given the task of 
gathering poems together written in response to something else that 
occurred or written at the time of the Great War. Her own response 
was to the poem “The Send-off” written by Wilfred Owen. Owen was 
to become one of the casualties of the war, the tragic reality of which 
his poem speaks in its opening lines: 
 

Down the close darkening lanes they sang their way 
to the siding-shed, 
and lined the train with faces grimly gay. 

 
Their breasts were stuck all white with wreath and spray 
as men’s are, dead…. 
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A few of Duffy’s own opening lines in her poem “An Unseen”, written 
in response, echo the harsh reality faced by many: 
 

I watched love leave, turn, wave, want not to go, 
depart, return; 
late spring, a warm slow blue of air, old-new. 
Love was here; not; missing, love was there; 
each look, first, last. 
 
Down the quiet road, away, away, towards 
the dying time, 
love went, brave soldier, the song dwindling;… 

 
The First World War, of all wars perhaps, reminds us that there is no 
glory in death and carnage. The familiar words of Jesus, embedded 
within most Remembrance Day services, are read from John’s 
Gospel (15:12-14): 
 

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” 

 
The paradox of those words of Jesus remind us of how far removed 
war is from the ways of the Kingdom of God and yet how, within the 
arena of war, there may be individual acts or words that hint at the 
truths of the Kingdom of which Jesus speaks.  
 
The challenge of Jesus’ words needs to be seen on an everyday 
basis, not just in heroic acts occasioned by the tragedy of war. As we 
begin each day how much do we reflect and pray about the words 
and actions that will come from us in the course of the day ahead? 
Indeed, how far do we pray for the words and actions that will come 
to us from others who we meet in the course of the day? If the truth 
of the Kingdom of God is to be experienced then it needs to begin 
with those who know Christ most well, and in the discipline of our 
daily lives work to allow the Kingdom of God to break through. The 
writer to the Hebrews (12:12-13) has words to encourage the Saints 
(an appropriate reading in Hebrews 12 as I write this piece 
approaching All Hallows Day, a day for remembering those in Christ 
who encourage us – both from the past and in the present): 
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“Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees! 
Make level paths for your feet, 
so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.” 

 
What we do and say to one person ripples out to touch the lives of 
others. The potential is for Christ to touch the lives of many 
through us, in the ways we act and speak. Surely that is something 
worth reflecting on and praying about. 
 
Your fellow companion in seeking to walk more closely with Jesus, 
Andrew   

 
 

FROM THE SECRETARIES 

Welcome to our November newsletter. This month sees the start of 
the Lewes Night Shelter, an important new community initiative 
supported by Christ Church as part of our Christian Mission. This is 
explained more fully elsewhere in this magazine.  

Despite our best efforts to publicise the post, and to attract suitable 
candidates, through social media, we are sorry to report that we 
did not receive any suitable applications for a Children and 
Families Worker. Thank you to Ruth Mills for all her efforts to 
spread information online and to direct potential candidates to all 
the application information on our web site. We will meet again 
soon with our colleagues from Cross Way to discuss where we go 
next.  

Lastly, we are having problems with hall users keeping food in our 
kitchen fridges and then apparently “forgetting “about it. This has 
left us with some nasty messes to clear up. We will be considering 
some new arrangements to prevent this happening in future. 
Thank you to Glenda Pett for clearing things up and drawing our 
attention to this problem. 
 
Neil Fisher - Church Secretary 
Lindsay Frost - Administrative Secretary  
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Holy Habits 

Our “Holy Habits” programme continues in November. There are 
further sessions on Wednesday mornings 13 and 27 November 
from 10.30 a.m. to 12 noon. These sessions will help us reflect on 
Bible themes introduced by Andrew during Sunday morning 
worship. All are welcome. There will be further sessions during 
Advent, with more information in the December newsletter. 

 

 

Looking forward to Advent and Christmas 

Sun 8 Dec at 3 pm HOMELINK Christmas Concert with the 
Ashdown Singers at St.Thomas More, Seaford 

Wed 11 Dec at 10:30 am Holy Habits study session - Advent 

Sun 15 Dec at 2:30 pm Carols on the Green on Nevill Green 

Wed 18 Dec at 10:30 am Holy Habits study session - Advent 

Fri 20 Dec at 6 pm Family film in the church 'The Nativity' 

Sat 21 Dec at 5 pm Candlelit Carols at Alfriston URC  
(see below) 

Sun 22 Dec at 4 pm Christ Church Carol Service 

Wed 25 Dec at 9:30 am Family Service for Christmas Day led by Rev 
Andrew Mills 

 
 

Candlelit Carols at Alfriston URC 

Saturday 21st December 2019, 5 – 6pm  

This will be a wonderful setting to join together with others in 
singing favourite carols and reflecting together and celebrating 
the birth of Jesus, the Light of the World.  

To be followed by festive refreshments  

All are very welcome to join with us. 

For any further information please speak to Andrew. 
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ThinkTank 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday  20 November 2019, 
when Professor Julian Dunne will be speaking on: 

Decarbonising road transport: what can be done? 

Julian Dunne is Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the 
University of Sussex. His expertise is in dynamics and control of 
machines and vehicles and the challenge of decarbonising road 
transport is a particular research interest. His talk will explain in 
non-specialist language what can be done by governments and 
individuals to reduce carbon emissions from road transport – by 
far the largest source of carbon dioxide emissions in the UK. 
Julian regular attends St Pancras Church, and is part of the 
Lewes-Brighton Soup-Run Team.  

 
 
 
Music and Prayer service 

There will be a Music and Prayer service led by the choir on 
Sunday 3 November at 6:30 pm. All are welcome. 

 

 
 
IBRA Bible Reading Notes and  
URC Prayer Handbook 

I shall shortly be ordering copies of these for anyone who would 
like to take them.  

Fresh from the Word will cost approximately £11 and the URC 
handbook will cost about £7.50 including postage.  

Please would you me know by Sunday 24th November if you 
would like me to order either of these publications for you. I can 
provide further information if you would like to know more. 

Janet Cooper 
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News of Karen and Vivian 
 
As mentioned in last month’s Link, we received some heart-

breaking news on Karen Terry's efforts to secure legal adoption or 
guardianship for Vivian in the Kenyan courts in order that they could 
have the option of moving back to this country. However, the 
Kenyan Government has put a total ban on foreigners adopting. 

As a result, they don’t know what lies ahead for them. Vivian’s 
family are not in a position to take her and there are genuine safety 
and social concerns if she was to return to their village to live with 
them. 

As “mother and daughter” they want to find a way to make things 
work, but it is very unsettling for both of them.  

Because Vivian is thirteen and a half, the first thing now is to enrol 
her in a secondary school.  Here lies a number of issues. They have 
investigated the different systems and spoken to educational 
specialists and decided that the Kenyan system is definitely not 
right for her. She’s approximately two years behind because of past 
circumstances and needs to find a school that can offer additional 
support and can offer a much broader curriculum with 
extracurricular activities that could set her on the right path for her 
future and give her a lot more career opportunities and possibly the 
chance to study abroad when she’s older. Frustratingly, there is an 
international school right next door to them which would give her 
what she needs but that would be too costly. 

They are having to consider boarding and have had an appointment 
at Rift Valley Academy. It’s a boarding school run by American 
Missionaries for children of missionaries. This is the only school 
they’ve looked at so far and is the cheapest. It’s with a view to 
Vivian starting in August 2020. For her to be accepted Karen has to 
be serving within Africa. The school appears to have a good 
reputation and is about a two hour drive from Nairobi. If Vivian goes 
boarding, Karen could move to a smaller place or alternatively 
Karen could move closer to which ever school she goes to and see 
if she can serve in some way. They are just not sure at this moment 
if they will be able to meet some or all of her educational needs. 
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The appointment at the Rift Valley Academy was intended to last 
just one hour but Vivian enjoyed it so much that they ended up 
staying for nearly four hours and had lunch there too. Vivian did 
them proud - she was polite, courteous and spoke with great 
enthusiasm. The Admissions Officer was impressed with her 
organisational skills and passion for learning. 

The school don’t provide running but focus on other sports. Vivian 
seems okay about this. There is a 30 to 40 percent annual staff 
turnover but that’s because it’s run by Missionaries. This sort of 
staff turnover does not appear to be that unusual in an international 
school. 

If they decide to apply, they will be informed next April if they have 
been successful in securing a place for August 2020. 

Before then, Karen and Vivian will be home for Christmas, thanks to 
the generosity of a couple from an Eastbourne church who have 
offered to pay for their flights. 

As Vivian will be at a church camp the first week of December, they 
will arrive on 16th December and return to Nairobi on 25th January.  
Karen felt it was important to have a proper break and a chance to 
reflect properly on what’s happened and hopefully to find a way to 
move forward. 

They’re looking forward to seeing all their friends at Christ Church. 
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Lewes Open Door 

Lewes Open Door (which has just received confirmation of its status 
as a charity from the charity commission) feeds up to 8 homeless 
and vulnerable people every day of the week.  This means we need 
people to supply us with home cooked mains and puddings in 
individual portions that we can keep in our freezer for heating up in 
the microwave each day.  We are trying to devise a regular rota of 
meal supplies.  If anyone would like to provide us with say six 
portions of a main meal on a regular weekly or fortnightly basis, that 
would be very gratefully received.  We can provide plastic single 
meal containers and I am happy to collect meals on a Sunday at 
church.  Please contact me if you would like to help.   

Claire Bell, cebell9@gmail.com 07725 592658 

 
 
 
 

HOMELINK 

 
The grand fund-raising concert at Glyndebourne on Sunday, 17 
November at 3 pm, which will include local, national and 
international performers, is now SOLD OUT! The organizing team 
have been working extremely hard to ensure that this major event is 
a success and runs smoothly.  

Following that, on 1 December, is the annual Ashdown Singers 
Christmas Concert at the church of St Thomas More in Seaford on 
Sunday 8th December at 3 pm. There will be coffee and mince pies 
to follow afterwards and there will be a retiring collection for 
HOMELINK funds. 

This is one of the best ways to prepare for Christmas. 
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Lewes Passion Play 2020 

Be Part of It! 

Get involved in this unique Community Production 

Tell the Easter Week Story day by day across the town 

The production of the Passion Play is now stepping up a gear and 

recruiting actors and behind the scenes staff. If you are interested, please 

come along to one of the sessions listed below. 

Script Reading Sessions – Read a role or two, or just come and listen 

Fri 8th Nov 2019 7 pm - 9 pm Eastgate Hall, Eastgate Street 

Open Casting – Try out for a major or minor role, or join the crowd 

Sat 23rd Nov 2019 10 am - 12 noon Chapter House, Southover Church 

Sun 24th Nov 2019 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm Eastgate Hall, Eastgate Street 

Mon 25th Nov 2019 7 pm - 9 pm Eastgate Hall, Eastgate Street 

Fri 29th Nov 2019 7 pm - 9 pm Chapter House, Southover Church 

Behind the scenes 

Meet the stage manager, see what you can offer – painting, design, 

sewing, technical 

Fri 29th Nov 2019 7 pm - 9 pm Chapter House, Southover Church 

For more information, check out the website: 

https://www.lewespassionplay.org/ 

Most importantly, the Passion Play is still searching for a Jesus – see the 

advert opposite. 

But if none of these roles are for you, perhaps you know someone who 

might be interested.  

And the Passion Play group will always welcome your prayers of support.  

 
 

https://www.lewespassionplay.org/
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Night Shelter 
 

We are one of the Lewes churches which will be 
participating in the winter night shelter scheme which is 
being organised by Lewes Open Door. The aim of this 
scheme is to provide basic shelter over the winter for 
people who are homeless and would otherwise be 
sleeping rough in tough winter conditions.  

Lewes Open Door already runs a lunchtime drop-in centre 
in Westgate Chapel, which provides support and a hot 
meal on a daily basis for homeless people. The night 
shelter scheme will provide overnight accommodation for 
“guests” at different churches in the town, on a weekly rota 
basis. The scheme will start with a one month trial, 
beginning on Saturday 9 November at Christ Church, and, 
if all goes to plan, on Saturday nights thereafter to the end 
of March 2020. 

Christ Church has offered its premises for use on a 
Saturday night. The guests are known to the organisers, 
and have undertaken to present themselves appropriately, 
are aware of the rules for the use of the shelter, and a 
behaviour check will be carried out on arrival. There will be 
a maximum of five guests on any evening Guests will 
arrive at 7:30 pm, and will depart at 8 am the following 
morning. The sessions will be supervised by trained 
volunteers. We will keep you posted on progress, and ask 
for your forebearance for any hiccups in the opening 
weeks while the shelter gets started 
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CHURCH WALKS 
 
On Sunday October 20, our church walk took us once again to 
Alfriston. The weather conditions were sunny, but with blustery 
winds. This time, there were just three of us. 

 
On leaving the High Street, a 
problem with our proposed route 
was soon evident: the Cuckmere 
River was in flood and the water 
meadows around the village were 
all under water. However, we  
found a narrow strip of dry – but 
pretty muddy - land between the 
flood waters to get us upstream to 
Long Bridge and then onto higher 
ground . We were then able to 
climb steadily up onto the downs, 
where the chalk, flint and grass 
underfoot gave us easier 
conditions as we climbed up to 
Wilmington Hill. We reached the 
top at 702 feet above sea level, 
from where there were extensive 
views, west along the downs 
towards Lewes, north over the 
Weald, east towards Eastbourne, 
Bexhill and Hastings, and south to 
the sea. 

 
We returned by the same route and found that flood levels had 
eased a little, allowing easier walking back to the village car park. 
 
Our next walk is on Sunday November 17 (which unfortunately 
clashes with the Homelink concert at Glyndebourne on that 
afternoon). I can offer some walk suggestions for those who are 
available on the day  
 
Lindsay Frost  
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Church Calendar for November 2019 

 Fri 1 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church 

 Sun 3 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Michael Davies 
  6.30 pm Music and Prayer service 

 Thu 7 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 
  7 pm Pastoral leaders meeting 

 Fri 8 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 
  7 pm - 9 pm Passion Play 2020 Script reading at Eastgate 

 Sat 9 6 pm - 8 am Sunday. Night Shelter opens at Christ Church 

 Sun 10 9.30 am Messy Church 
  10.30 am Messy Sunday Worship for Remembrance Sunday 

 Wed 13 10.30 am Holy Habits study session - Biblical Teaching 
  7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 15 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 16 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at t.b.a. 
  6 pm - 8 am Sunday. Night Shelter at Christ Church 

 Sun 17 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Bell 
  12.30 pm Church Walk 
  3 pm HOMELINK Gala Concert at Glyndebourne 

 Wed 20 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank 

 Thu 21 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 22 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 23 6 pm - 8 am Sunday. Night Shelter at Christ Church 

  6:30 pm “Bethlehem Calling” Advent Concert at Emmanuel 
(Greenfield) Church, Eastbourne. 

 Sun 24 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev 
Andrew Mills 

 Mon 25 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 27 10.30 am Holy Habits study session - Biblical Teaching 
  8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 29 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 30 6 pm - 8 am Sunday. Night Shelter at Christ Church 

 Sun 1 10.30 am Advent Sunday worship 
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Rotas for November 2019 

 November December 

 3 10 17 24 1 

 
  

Remembrance 
Sunday           

Messy Church 
  

Communion    
Baptism 

Advent Sunday 

Transport  Alan Neil Lindsay Graham Brenda 

Flowers  Mickie   Joy  Daphne Jeanette 

Flower 
Distribution  

Glenda   Viv Glenda    

Welcoming 
Brenda Vance 
& Ian Christie-

Miller 

Andrew Buxton 
& Viv Frost 

Joy Tasker & 
Hazel freeman 

Brenda Vance & 
Linda Fisher 

Linda B & Pat 
Thompson 

Vestry 
Stewards am 

Neil Fisher Irene Gannon  Irene Gannon Irene Gannon 

Coffee  
Brenda & 
Norman 

Beattie & 
Graham 

Neil & Linda Linda B & Janet Glenda & Allen 

PowerPoint  Graham Andrew/Neil Graham Andrew/Neil Irene 

Sunday Club  Alison   Graham Glenda  Irene 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

    Irene Gannon     

Organist David Norman David Norman David 



 



 

 
 



 

 
 
  

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


