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Our Minister writes: 

Dear Friends, 
 
John Wesley preached 
over 40,000 sermons – 
an amazing number. But 
he also rode his horse(s) 
over 250,000 miles 
which is akin to 
circumnavigating the 
equator 10 times! 
Wesley famously 

declared that there was only one book for him – the Bible. 
Yet he also spent 5 hours every day reading, often having 
a book open in front of him as he rode, and said, 
 

“It cannot be that the people should grow in grace 
unless they give themselves to reading. A reading 
people will always be a knowing people.”  

 
This autumn as we consider the Holy Habit theme of 
Biblical Teaching our focus is on our reading of the Bible, 
and its place in forming us as God’s people and renewing 
us as we read together. The disciple John, in his Gospel, 
writes: 
 

“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name.”   (John 20:31) 

 
What time do you give to reading 
the Bible each day? What else 
do you give yourself time to read 
through the week? Do you ever 
discuss what you’ve read with 

someone else? Do you find that something you have read 
in the Bible crops up in a conversation you’re having? 
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The place of Biblical Teaching in the life of the Church has 
always been something more than a personal spiritual 
discipline, or even an activity for a group. The lay preacher 
and New Testament scholar, James D.G.Dunn, writes in 
his commentary on the Acts of the Apostles that: 
 

“The apostles are the medium and the guarantors of 
the teaching focused on fresh interpretations of the 
scriptures and beginning to order the memories of 
Jesus’ teaching and ministry into forms suitable for 
instruction, worship and proclamation.” 

 
The proclamation is a key part of our fulfilling the Great 
Commission of Jesus, when he said “Go and make 
disciples of all people….teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 
In 2017 the Church remembered the importance of the 
Reformation 500 years earlier. One of the tutors in the 
URC’s Northern College in Manchester, the Revd Dr 
Graham Adams, wrote a hymn for the occasion. This is the 
first verse: 
 

Reforming Christ – God’s living, loving Word –  
the Scriptures cradle and attest to you; 
speak to us now, shed tears and light again: 
for you are making us and all things new! 

(sung to the tune Woodlands) 
 
May we constantly and continually be renewed by the 
working of God’s Spirit as he speaks through his Word of 
the one who is the Living Word, Jesus Christ. And as we 
come to know more of Christ may we make him known 
even more through our lives. 
 
May God grant you wisdom, insight, and blessing in all 
your reading. 
 
Andrew 
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
We are now moving into October and our new worship 
arrangements are starting to bed in, with Messy Church on 
the second Sunday of the month and the Holy Communion 
service on the fourth Sunday, together with the occasional 
Sunday evening service focusing on music and prayer. We 
welcome comments from the congregation on these new 
arrangements. 
 
We have begun the "Holy Habits" programme. This was 
developed by the Bible Reading Fellowship, who provide a 
range of resources to support those following it. Their web 
site says "it is a way of life for those exploring or already 
actively living out the call of Jesus to ‘follow me’. It is a 
way of life for all ages and cultures; a way of life based on 
Luke’s portrait of the community of followers of Jesus that 
we see in Acts 2:42–47; a way of life that nurtures whole-
life, missional discipleship; a way of life that, when lived 
faithfully day by day and fruitfully , both personally and 
collectively, encourages others to join the adventure of 
following Jesus".  
 
We started "Holy Habits" on Sunday September 22 and 
will be looking at further themes on two other Sundays 
through the autumn .In addition , Andrew will be leading 
three Wednesday morning sessions (10.30 a.m. to noon ) 
over the autumn ( Weds 2 October, 13 and 27 November) 
to help us reflect together on the Bible themes introduced 
during worship. all are welcome to join these sessions 
 
As mentioned at the service on September 15, we have 
received some very disappointing news on Karen Terry's 
efforts to secure legal adoption or guardianship for Vivian 
in the Kenyan courts. The most likely outcome of the case 
is that alternative arrangements will have to be made for 
Vivian's future care and that Karen will have to leave 
Kenya. This is heartbreaking for them both. Please 
remember them in your prayers. 
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Lewes Open Door have now committed to a pilot 
programme of providing winter shelter for homeless 
people in Lewes, after confirming that they have sufficient 
people and resources to deliver the service. The pilot will 
run in November and December 2019 and is being 
supported by several churches in Lewes, each of which 
will act as host one night a week. Christ Church will cover 
Saturday nights. The church buildings will be clear in time 
for our Sunday morning services. 

Church Council met on September 11. We have set up a 
small group to look at how the church communicates its 
mission through its buildings. They will be looking at a 
range of possible initiatives and bring a preferred package 
of measures back to Church Council and a future 
Congregational Meeting. The next Congregational Meeting 
is on Sunday October 27 , immediately after the service 
ends , An agenda will be distributed a week in advance . 
We hope you can attend.  

The Children and Families Worker post is currently 
being advertised on church web sites and social media . 
the closing date for applications is October 15 and we 
hope that we can attract suitable candidates for interview . 
More news on this next time. 

Neil Fisher - Church Secretary 
Lindsay Frost - Administrative Secretary  

 

From the Treasurer 
There is little to report this month as there was no major 
expenditure over the summer.  The major work this 
summer was clearing and resorting the loft. 

As at 25th September, our income for 2019 is £43,910 and 
our expenditure is £41,184.  I am holding over £750 for 
various charities.  We are still on target for a small deficit 
at the end of the year. 

Irene Gannon, Treasurer 
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Lewes Passion Play 2020– Be Part of It 

Are you interested in costume design or making? 
Technically minded? Want to help backstage? Find out 
more  Sunday 6th October 2.30-4.30pm here at Christ 
Church 

Script Reading Sessions – Read a role or two, or just 
come and listen 

Sunday 20th October, 2.30-4.30 (Christ Church) and  

Friday 8th November, 7-9pm (Eastgate). 

Please spread the word and invite everyone - aspiring 
actors, crowd participants, or supporting 'behind the 
scenes' workers, to come along to any one of these.  

Contact thelewespassionplay@gmail.com   
or phone 07971 398146 

 
 
 
ThinkTank 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 16 October 2019, 
when Canon Dr Andrew Wingate OBE will be speaking on: 

Inter-faith understanding: International and British 

Andrew Wingate is an Anglican priest. He has been 
involved in theological education and inter-faith dialogue in 
South India, Birmingham and Leicester. In Birmingham he 
was Principal at the Selly Oak colleges, and lecturer at the 
University. He then spent 15 years in Leicester, living in 
the most multi-religious area of the city, and founded the 
internationally known St Philip’s Centre for Study and 
Engagement in a Multi-Faith Society, which has close links 
with Europe. Upon retirement, he spent a year in Sweden, 
and his involvement there continues. He is now an Adviser 
in Interfaith Understanding in the Diocese of Chichester.    

 

mailto:thelewespassionplay@gmail.com
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 HOMELINK 

 
The highlight of the HOMELINK 20th anniversary activities 
is the grand fund-raising concert at Glyndebourne on 
Sunday, 17 November at 3 pm, which will include local, 
national and international performers.  

Tickets are still available and can be booked online at 
www.glyndebourne.com.  

Navigating the website may not be obvious. Go to the very 
bottom of the home page and click on More Events. You 
will find HOMELINK Gala among the list of events, and 
you can find out more about who will be appearing and, 
more importantly, book your tickets.  

Also coming up, on 3 December, is the annual Ashdown 
Singers Christmas Concert at the church of St Thomas 
More in Seaford on Sunday 8th December at 3 pm, an 
there will be coffee and mince pies to follow afterwards. 
There will be a retiring collection for HOMELINK funds. 

This is one of the best ways to prepare for Christmas. 

 
 
 
Churches Together in the Lewes Area 

The Churches Together AGM will take place on the 21 
October at 7:30 pm at Eastgate Church. There will be a 
speaker and refreshments will be available from 7 pm. 

Everyone is invited to this meeting..  

www.glyndebourne.com


3 

CHURCH WALKS 
 
The September walk was blessed with beautiful sunny 
conditions, as our lucky run with the weather in 2019 

continued. Unfortunately, the 
date clashed with various other 
commitments for several of our 
"regulars”, so only a small band 
of us set off from Alfriston for a 
walk of just over five miles on 
September 15. The walk took us 
onto the top of the downs above 
the village and then down into 
the Cradle Valley, where we 
walked through Rathfinny 
vineyard, which stretches all 
along the valley and is now the 
largest in the UK. The vines 
were approaching maturity in the 
warm late summer sunshine. We 
then walked up to High & Over, 
for wonderful views down the 
Cuckmere Valley to the sea, b                                       

before dropping down to the river and back to Alfriston. 
We will repeat this walk at some stage, so others can 
enjoy it. 
 
 
The next walk is on Sunday October 20. Once again , we 
will start from the main car park at the north end of 
Alfriston village . This time , we will follow the South 
Downs Way , climbing up to Windover Hill ( for good 
views, if the weather is nice) and then down to Litlington 
and back along the river . Contact me if you would like 
more details. 
 
Lindsay Frost  

Vines at the Rathfinney Vineyard 
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Church Calendar for October 2019 
 Wed 2 10.30 am - 12 noon Holy Habits study session - Biblical 

Teaching 

  7.30 pm CSUA Area Meeting 

 Thu 3 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 4 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 6 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Steen 

 Mon 7 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Fri 11 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 13 9.30 am Messy Church 
  10.30 am Messy Sunday Worship 
  11.45 am Congregational Meeting 
  1 pm Church Lunch 

 Wed 16 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank 

 Thu 17 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 18 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 19 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at t.b.a. 

 Sun 20 10.30 am Morning worship led by Dr Graham Campling 
  12.30 pm Church Walk 
  2.30 pm Passion Play 2020 Script reading at Christ Church 

 Wed 23 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 24 7.30 pm Churches Together AGM at Eastgate 

 Fri 25 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 27 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev 
Andrew Mills 

 Mon 28 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Fri 1 Nov 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church 

 Sun 3 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Michael Davies 
  6.30 pm Music and Prayer service 
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Rotas for October 2019 

 October November 

 6 13 20 27 3 

  Messy Church  Communion   
Congregational 

Meeting 

 

Transport  Alan Lindsay Brenda Graham Neil 

Flowers       

Flower 
Distribution  

     

Welcoming 
Linda Beddow 

& Andrew 
Buxton 

Graham Purdye 
& Janet Cooper 

Joy Tasker & 
Hazel freeman 

Linda Beddow & 
Pat Thompson 

Brenda Vance & 
Andrew Buxton 

Vestry 
Stewards am 

Alison Byrne Alison Byrne Alison Byrne Alison Byrne Irene Gannon 

Coffee  
Beattie & 
Graham 

Linda B & Janet Viv & Lindsay Jane & Elizabeth Brenda & Norman 

PowerPoint  Neil  Andrew/Neil Irene Andrew/Graham Irene 

Sunday Club  Glenda  Graham Irene Alison 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

  Helen Chiasson   

Organist David Norman David Norman David 



 

  

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


