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Our Minister writes: 

Dear Friends, 

In 1998 Westminster Abbey, London, unveiled 10 new 
sculptures of modern martyrs who reflected a level of 
Christian discipleship. One of these statues depicts the 
Lutheran pastor Dietrich Boenhoeffer who was executed 
by the Nazis at Flossenbürg concentration camp on the 

eve of liberation by the allied armies. 
With his death the Church was 
robbed of someone who wrote 
scholarly works on ethics and 
discipleship as well as works such as 
his “Fiction from Tegel Prison”. 
Foremost, though, was that he was a 
Christian pastor who modelled what 
being a disciple of Jesus looks like, 
and in turn trained others to be 
pastors within the Confessing Church 
(who took a stance against the rise of 

Hitler and his abusive use of the national church) through 
the underground seminary at Finkenwalde. 

The Christian denominations in Britain have all returned to 
placing an emphasis on the importance of being disciples 
of Jesus. Bonhoeffer states very starkly that “Christianity 
without discipleship is always Christianity without 
Christ.” Part of that emphasis is on understanding what 
discipleship looks like in the 21st century and how as a 
church we foster a growth in disciples today. 

Within the United Reformed 
Church the banner which 
underlines our focus on 
discipleship is Walking the Way: 
Living the life of Jesus today. 
Like all slogans it is easy to 

remember. But it also points us towards the depths of what 
is needed today for the whole Church, and for our society 
in order to see the Good News of Jesus lived out through 
our lives.
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To help us in looking at what 
it means to be Living the 
life of Jesus today the 
United Reformed Church 
and the Methodist Church 

have partnered with the Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) 
to provide resources around the theme of “Holy Habits.” 
We will be making use of these resources in 3 ways.  

• on 3 Sundays during the autumn we will focus in our 
services on just one of the themes, Biblical Teaching 
(see in Acts 2:42). 

• I will be leading 3 sessions across the autumn on a 
weekday morning to help us reflect together on 
aspects of this theme. (Wednesday mornings, coffee 
from 10am, start at 10:30am until 12noon, on 2nd 
October, 13th and 27th November) 

• we will consider at our Church Council and 
Congregational Meeting how this theme can be 
emphasized in what we do together as a church 
community. 

I do hope that you will 
feel able to join in 
whatever parts you can 
(if it’s only one of the 
mornings then that’s 
great) to help both you, 
and us together as a 
Church, reflect on our 
own path in Walking the Way of Jesus. Let’s pray and 
look for signs and stories of our growth as Jesus’ disciples 
so that we can encourage one another and help others to 
see how they can be Living the life of Jesus today. 

May we draw closer to God, be united in our discipleship 
in Jesus Christ, and anointed by the Holy Spirit as we 
focus on Holy Habits. 

Yours in our risen Lord Jesus, 
Andrew 
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
The days are starting to get shorter. The school summer 
holidays are nearly over. Thankfully , its not as hot now as in the 
record breaking July heatwave .We are now moving into the 
autumn and another set of renewed activity at Christ Church. 

Looking back to early August, our new format of two "Messy 
Family Fun Days" , followed by a BBQ in the church garden on 
the third day, worked very well  .It  was much enjoyed by the 
families who came along . The event involved a great deal of 
work for Andrew, Ruth , Glenda , Alan and Linda and our many 
other helpers, but was more manageable than running a 
"Holiday Club". We will discuss it in more detail at Church 
Council on September 3 and note down the lessons for future 
years. 

 

 

Messy Family Fun morning 
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We have now agreed the arrangements for recruitment of a 

part-time Children and Families Worker and we will start our 

search for a suitable candidate later in September . This time, 

we will be using digital media ( the internet, social media and 

online recruitment sites) rather than print media , as the likely 

candidates are much more likely to use the former, via their 

phones,  rather than the latter. Please pray that a suitable 

candidate comes forward to help us carry forward this 

important part of the church's ministry . 

During the autumn , Andrew will be leading us through a "Holy 
Habits" programme, combining Sunday services and 
Wednesday morning discussion groups . He is also planning an 
Advent Study programme on Wednesday mornings in 
December. More details are set out elsewhere in the newsletter. 

There was a lively discussion at the Congregational Meeting on 
July 14 on how the church presents itself through its image, 
signing, and communication. There was general agreement that 
we could do more to bring the church's mission to both users of 
the building and passers by in the streets alongside the 
building. Church Council will set up a small group to look at the 
options in more detail and bring some worked up ideas back to 
a future meeting for all church members to see and discuss. 

Our church walk programme has been very well attended this 
year and the next one is on Sunday September 22. There is 
more information elsewhere in this edition 

 
Neil Fisher - Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost - Administrative Secretary  
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From the Treasurer 
 

We need to talk about money - a letter 

From: The United Reformed Church Finance Committee  
To:  The members and friends of each local URC 
congregation 

 ‘THANK YOU’ for what you help us achieve together in God’s 
name 

The purpose of this letter is to say ‘Thank you’ to each and every 
one of you for all that you do for the Church and, especially, for 
your help in raising over £19 million in 2018 for the URC Ministry 
and Mission Fund.  For Christians, any giving of ours is in response 
to the amazing generosity of God in pouring out his love through 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus and through his risen life in 
the world and the church today, through the Holy Spirit.  
Nevertheless, it is important to say ‘thank you’. 

The United Reformed Church is like a big family – about 46,000 
members in 1,400 churches served by just under 400 ministers.  In 
any thriving family, the members support each other and want the 
best for each other.  In the URC, we are all seeking to ‘Walk the 
way: live the life of Jesus today’ – and to enable others to do so as 
well. 

For most of us, this idea of the church as family is most easily seen 
in the life of our own local church.  That is where we regularly 
worship God and also seek to serve our own community and share 
God’s love with them.  There are 1,400 different ways in which this 
is happening and a colossal amount of worshipping and witnessing 
and working for the kingdom happening in URC congregations 
across our three nations.  ‘THANK YOU’ for all you do for the 
kingdom in your local churches. 

A crucial part of what your local church does, like any family, is 
support you in all that you do in your daily lives.  That is where we 
all ‘Walk the way’.  ‘THANK YOU’ for all you do for the kingdom in 
your daily discipleship. 

But the wider family of the United Reformed Church is more than 
the sum of its parts.  We belong to each other under God and 
through our sharing of resources as well as burdens, opportunities 
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as well as challenges, we achieve more together.  You can get a 
flavour of this from the reports of the last Mission Council on the 
URC website – from new resources for Pilots and children to 
disinvesting in fossil fuels; from the challenge to be better at 
safeguarding to the need for a new General Secretary.   
‘THANK YOU’ for all you do for the kingdom through the wider 
Church, including your giving which enables your church to give to 
the Ministry and Mission Fund. 

You might ask ‘how much should I give?’  That is a matter for you.  
The Church has sometimes suggested 5% of after tax income, but 
that is only a guide.  If your church is looking at ‘Holy habits’ then 
one of those covers giving.  If not, there are other resources on the 
stewardship pages of the URC website. 

The URC Finance Committee is responsible for the oversight of the 
finances of the central United Reformed Church.  Each year, our 
local churches raise more than £19 million for the Ministry and 
Mission Fund.  Over 80% of this money is used to pay for 
stipendiary ministers and church related community workers and 
their training. 

For a long time, the number of ministers in the United Reformed 
Church has been falling at roughly the same rate as the number of 
church members.  What has fallen more dramatically over the years 
has been the average size of URC congregations – now around 35.  
So, the challenge which is exercising people across the Church is not 
so much a shortage of ministers, but how to make the best use of 
the ministers we have got in the context of small, often widely 
dispersed, congregations.     

It is an extraordinary demonstration of commitment and generosity 
that the average giving per member to the Ministry and Mission 
Fund continues to go up each year.  Although the number of URC 
members has been going down by a few percent each year, the 
total amount raised has been going down much more slowly.  The 
total raised in 2018 was less than 0.5% lower than the total for 
2017.  These contributions are voluntary but they are not optional.  
They are an expression of our commitment to each other.  The 
United Reformed Church could not function without them.   
‘THANK YOU’ for your church’s contribution to the Ministry and 
Mission Fund. 
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NB: the contribution to the Ministry and Mission Fund requested 
from each local church is a matter for its Synod.  The central Church 
is not directly involved. 

If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter then 
please speak to your church treasurer, who has been provided with 
more detailed information.  If they are not able to help then they 
will get in touch with the finance team at Church House. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ian Hardie(Treasurer)    John Piper  (Deputy Treasurer) 

 
 
 
ThinkTank 

The next meeting is on Wednesday 18 September 2019, 
when Reg Lanaway will be speaking on 

Watching birds: lessons for society 

Reg Lanaway is a member of the congregation at St 
Pancras and has worked at Plumpton College since he 
joined it as a student in 1954. He is also a keen bird-
watcher, who has held a British Trust for Ornithology 
ringing permit since 1968. He will show how bird 
populations and migrations are affected by changes in 
human society and describe successes and failures in 
attempts to preserve the rich ornithological environment 
that the present generation has inherited.  
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Visitors to the church 

We are always happy to welcome visitors to Christ 
Church, and have been pleased to welcome Judy 
and Ian Christie-Miller and Alyson and Rod Owen 
to our church family in recent months. 

However, one of our church neighbours in Ferrers 
Road (in fact, Anne and Steve, our grandson 
Alfred’s other grandparents) has reported that we 
have had some other visitors, who most people are 
probably not aware of. Several times recently they 
have observed foxes on the church roof, something they 
have never seen before. The first time was a few weeks ago 
when Alfred was with them – on that occasion two foxes 
climbed right to the top and posed on either side of the cross. 
They have only seen one at a time since then and they can’t be 
sure if it is always the same one. The picture was taken just 
before 8 o’clock in the morning. 

The other picture was taken when Anne saw a sleeping fox from 
the bedroom window and waited with her zoom lens for it to 
wake up.  Here it is yawning and stretching moments before 
making off over the roof. Alfred has seen foxes on the roof on 
the last few occasions he has been with them, so they think he 
now expects to see a fox at the church whenever he stays with 
them and will be disappointed if there isn't a fox on the roof 
next time he's there! 

Neil Fisher 
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Ride and Stride 

This sponsored walk or cycle around the churches of 
Sussex in aid of the Sussex Historic Churches Trust will 
be taking place as usual this year on the second Saturday 
in September.. Our church will be open to sign in walkers 
and riders taking part, from 9 am to 5 pm on the 14th 
September.  

If you have an hour or two to spare on that day to help 
man (or woman) the sign-in at the church, Linda Beddow 
would be pleased to hear from you.  

You may even be tempted to support the event by walking 
or cycling. Again, please contact Linda.  

 

  

 HOMELINK 

 
HOMELINK held a very successful Open Garden at 
Barrack Cottage, Bishopstone, on Saturday 20th July as 
part of the fund raising its celebrating 20th anniversary of 
“helping people into housing”. Over £2,000 was raised for 
HOEMLINK funds. 

The highlight of the anniversary activities is the grand 
fund-raising concert at Glyndebourne on Sunday, 17 
November at 3 pm, which will include local, national and 
international performers.  

Tickets can be booked online at www.glyndebourne.com.  

Navigating the website may not be obvious. Go to the very 
bottom of the home page and click on More Events. You 
will find HOMELINK Gala among the list of events, and 
you can find out more about who will be appearing and, 
more importantly, book your tickets.   

www.glyndebourne.com
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Getting to know you. 

East Chiltington Church 

Lewes racecourse and the Downs 

Christ Church Walks 

We have two walks to report on this 
month. In July, seven of us drove out to 
Plumpton Station for a circular walk of 5½ 
miles. On a glorious summer’s day, we 
walked past the racecourse and on to 
Plumpton College, then back via the Half 
Moon (we didn’t call in) and East 
Chiltington Church. 

In August, a more select group of six 
walked from the church to the prison then around onto 
Cuckoo Bottom, following the old racecourse back round 

to the start. Despite earlier grey skies, it 
turned out to be another glorious 
summer’s day, providing a splendid 
panorama across the Downs and the 
along the coast. We were pleased to 
welcome Alyson and Rod Owen along on 
this walk. They “enjoyed the walk and 
[were] really glad to get to know a little 
more of our surroundings”.  

Our church walk programme has been very well attended 
this year . The next one is on Sunday September 22 and 
will start at Alfriston. The walk  will be a chance to see the 
beautiful Cuckmere Valley, Rathfinny - England's largest 
vineyard - as it approaches harvest time,  and , of course , 
our historic sister URC church at Alfriston, where you can 
learn about a "fracas" over a ministerial appointment in the 
1830's .  
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Fitzjohns Food Bank News 

The last few months have been busy ones for the food bank. The 
most important event has been the registering the Fitzjohns Food 
Bank with the Charity Commission as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO). With the growth of demand for the services 
of the food bank, this change will give the food bank a legal 
status and enable it to carry out activities in its own name, such 
as employing staff. In the previous situation it was not a legal 
body in its own right and so couldn’t enter into contracts in its 
own name. The new status will also give more protection to the 
trustees, who previously had to enter into contracts personally 
and could be liable if something went wrong and they were at 
fault The new CIO will have a board of trustees, who will be 
responsible for setting the strategic direction of the food bank, 
and they will delegate the day to day running to a management 
committee. Both the of these bodies will include representation 
from Christ Church. 

The food bank has also undertaken a survey to try to ensure that 
they are meeting the needs of their clients. The results will go to 
inform the request lists when they are handed out at Tesco. The 
survey results make interesting reading. 

From a list of 90 items, the top dozen were (in descending order): 
Pasta sauce, Cook-in sauce jars, Eggs, Rice, Toilet paper, Fresh 
Veg, Cook-in sauce packs, Hot dogs, Canned tomatoes, Meatballs, 
Pasata and Canned corn. The least popular items were 
Lentils/pulses, Chickpeas, Tinned bacon and Creamy sauce for 
chicken 

Amongst Helen’s observations are: fresh veg is near the top, 
which means that people really appreciate all the efforts to give 
as much fruit and veg as we do- most food banks do not do this; 
canned corn is the favourite canned veg, and most canned fruit 
(peaches, mandarins, pineapple) is not that highly rated:  

Thank you for your continued support. Neil Fisher 
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Lewes Winter Night Shelter 

Thank you to the sixty or so that came to our mid-summer 
event at Harvey’s Brewery yard put on by Lewes Open 
Door to recruit volunteers for the night shelter. It really was 
a 'Celebration of Kindness' from the supportive words of the 
Bishop of Lewes who kindly opened the evening and to all 
those who worked so tirelessly to make the event a success 
and it was a beautiful sunny evening into the bargain.  

Special thanks to the continuing support from our local 
churches, and particularly Christ Church, Kings Church, 
Westgate Chapel and Southover Church Trinity, who will be 
hosting the shelter 5 nights a week for the trial month of 
November. 

On the night about 30 people expressed interest in 
volunteering for the night shelter, so it begins to look like the 
project is viable, although more night shift volunteers are 
still needed. We shall be contacting these potential 
volunteers, with information about signing up in August and 
training dates in October. The minimum needed is 30 night 
shift volunteers and 20 pack up crew volunteers, and so the 
hunt is on for more volunteers as we need a big pool to 
draw on, to have a better chance of the shelter rolling out 
through the winter 

Plan is to start in November, with the opening night on 9 
November at Christ Church. More volunteers are still 
needed, so i you feel you can help please contact: 
www.lewesopendoor.org or our facebook page.  

Email: lewesopendoor@gmail.com;  
Twitter: @LewesOpenDoor or tel: 07806 777106. 

David Griffiths, Lewes Open Door, Winter Night Shelter. 
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Refugee Tales in Lewes   

LOSRAS (Lewes Organisation in Support of Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers), in collaboration with Refugee Tales, this summer 
organised an event at Christ Church attended by well over 200 
people. The tone of solidarity and welcome was set when 
arriving walkers were greeted warmly by Lewes a cappella choir 
Angels with Attitude. The LOSRAS chair Jody Harris opened the 
event, followed by readings from David Herd (Prologue) and 
David Constantine — the beautiful and poignant Orphan’s Tale. 
Actor Shobu Kapoor read The Applicant's Tale, written by F who 
has been helped by LOSRAS, to whom she generously paid 
tribute in her tale. These tales and many more are available in 
Refugee Tales Ill published this summer by Comma Press — 
definitely recommended reading. Last but not least was a 
stunning performance by renowned Syrian oud player, Rihab 
Azar. 

LOSRAS Newsletter 

[Since 2015, the Refugee Tales project has walked in solidarity 
with Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Immigration Detainees. As 
the project walks it reclaims the landscape of South East England 
for the language of welcome, and everywhere it stops it is met 
with hospitality and enthusiasm. Working directly in 
collaboration with those who had experienced the UK asylum 
system, it seeks to show what indefinite detention means. This 
year the walkers went from Brighton to Hastings over the five 
days.] 

 



14 

Look, no shed! 

Storm in a car park 

Shortly after 5 o’clock on the afternoon of 10 August, our cleaner 

reported that bits of corrugated metal were lying in the road and 

the car park. As Linda and I were in the vicinity, we headed for 

the church to find the car-park shed half way down the bank on 

Prince Edwards Road and metal sheets across the footpath. 

Everything had 

appeared in order when 

we had passed by a 

couple of hours earlier. 

In the car park, the 

contents of the shed 

was perfectly in place, 

but without the shed. 

Property convenor Alan was summoned and together we started 

to disassemble the shed so that we could move it to make the 

bank safe. We were joined by Brenda and Norman, who had just 

returned from a 

Christening, and 

together we managed 

to clear the bank and 

move the pieces to a 

place of safety out of 

the wind. Moving the 

pieces was no easy job 

given that the wind was 

still quite strong and 

the pieces were quite large. We were fortunate that the shed 

hadn’t blown any further and damaged the parked cars on Prince 

Edwards Road. And replacement of the shed will be added to the 

job list. 

Neil Fisher 
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Church Calendar for September 2019 
 Sun 1 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr Richard Goldring 

 Mon 2 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Thu 5 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 6 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

 Sun 8 9.30 am Messy Church 

  10.30 am Messy Sunday Worship 

 Wed 11 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Fri 13 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 14 9 am - 5 pm Sussex Churches Ride and Stride 

 Sun 15 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mr David Coleman 

  12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Wed 18 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank 

 Thu 19 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 20 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 21 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at t.b.a. 

 Sun 22 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion  
led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 Mon 23  7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 25 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 27 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 29 10.30 am Harvest worship led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 Mon 30 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Wed 2 7.30 pm CSUA Area Meeting 

 Thu 3 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 4 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 6 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Steen 
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Rotas for September 2019 

 September September September September September October 

 1 8 15 22 29 6 

  Messy 
Church 

 Communion Harvest 
Festival 

 

Transport  Lindsay Brenda Alan Graham Neil Alan 

Flowers  Joy      

Flower 
Distribution  

Viv      

Welcoming 

Linda 
Beddow & 

Pat 
Thompson 

Graham 
Purdye & 

Janet Cooper 

Joy Tasker & 
Hazel 

freeman 

Linda Fisher & 
Brenda Vance 

Brenda Vance 
& Pat 

Thompson 

Linda 
Beddow & 

Andrew 
Buxton 

Vestry 
Stewards am 

Andrew 
Buxton 

Andrew 
Buxton 

Andrew 
Buxton 

Andrew 
Buxton 

Andrew 
Buxton 

Alison Byrne 

Coffee  
Jane & 

Elizabeth 
Viv & Lindsay Brenda & 

Norman 
Glenda & 

Allen 
Neil & Linda Beattie & 

Graham 

PowerPoint  Irene Andrew/Neil Irene Andrew/Neil Andrew/Neil Graham 

Sunday Club    Glenda  Irene Alison Glenda 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

  Andrew 
Buxton 

   

Organist Norman David David David Norman David 



 



 

  

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


