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Our Minister writes: 

Dear Friends, 
 
It’s no wonder the world thinks us odd as Christians. What 
sense does it make to celebrate when a dear friend moves 
away from us so that we cannot see them anymore? Yet 
that’s exactly what happens to the first disciples as the 
risen Jesus is taken out of their sight.  
 
“Jesus led the disciples out to the area of Bethany, lifted 
up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing 
them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then 
the disciples worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy.”   (Luke 24:50-52) 
 
For Christians this year Thursday 30th May marked this 
event, which we know as Ascension Day. It is a day when 
we remember that Jesus is no longer physically located in 
one place at any given time, but rather through his Spirit is 
able to be present with all his people, in all places. It is 
possible for people to encounter the risen Jesus Christ 
where they are. It is possible for the Church across the 
world to join with those early disciples in worship knowing 
that Jesus is present in their midst. 
 
Sunday 9th June gives us cause for celebration this 
month. In Luke’s continuing account, where he moves on 
to describe the life of the early Church, he describes what 
Jesus said to the first disciples: 
 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
 
Pentecost is an opportunity for the Church to worship and 
rejoice this month. In Luke’s account what began as a 
small enterprise in a backwater of the Roman empire is 
about to explode into all parts of the world. The challenge 
to the Church through the ages has always been to be that 
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sort of people who look outwards to where God is calling 
us to be. Being a Pentecost people allows us to depend 
on the enabling power of God to work through us – where 
God puts us, to be the right person, in the right place, at 
the right moment. An increasing openness to the working 
of God’s Spirit allows us to hear more clearly from God as 
to what he can do through our lives to bring transformation 
in his creation. 
 
For the Church and all Christians these two moments 
have an enduring significance. As with our celebration of 
God’s power at work in the resurrection of Jesus so every 
Sunday is a special occasion to know in a fresh way that 
Jesus is present with us and all his people, in a tangible 
way, and that he longs to refresh us with the gift of his 
Holy Spirit. God longs to bless us and to give us his good 
gifts for the building up of His people, and to empower us 
to do the work of his Kingdom right where we are. 
 
We may seem odd to the world but I can live with that. In 
our worship and celebration (whether together or on our 
own) let’s praise God for his Son, Jesus Christ, and for his 
Holy Spirit. Let us remember that it’s through our oddness 
that God has chosen to offer new Life to everyone.  
 
This month please pray for our pastorate: 

• Cross Way Church (Seaford) as we seek ways to 
develop in our mission and discipleship 

• Christ Church (Lewes) and the growth in relationships 
through Messy Church 

• The Old Chapel, Alfriston, and the continuing prayer, 
conversations and thinking about its mission potential. 

 
I hope that this month you experience the Spirit of Christ 
more closely with you – wherever you are. 
 
Yours in Christ’s love, 
 
Andrew 
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FROM THE SECRETARIES 
 
Welcome to the June edition of Christ Church Link. 
 
The last month has been overshadowed by the deaths of 
two of our long-standing members. At the start of the 
month came sudden and untimely death of our friend and 
colleague, Richard Partridge. He was a member of the 
church for over 40 years. Richard served on Church 
Council - where his skills as a lawyer often helped us, and 
he also contributed to many other areas of church life, 
particularly as a friendly and welcoming figure at Christ 
Church Tots and Messy Church.  Richard was also very 
active in many other areas of Lewes life and associated 
himself with many worthy causes and cultural activities in 
the town, as well as the struggles of Brighton & Hove 
Albion FC down the road in Falmer. He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. 
 
Our sympathy and condolences go to his sons, John and 
Tim, and the rest of the family. There will be a family 
service at a crematorium in Brighton, followed by a 
Service of Thanksgiving for his life on Wednesday 12 
June at 3 p.m. at Christ Church, followed by light 
refreshments. All are welcome. 
 
At the end of month, we were sad to learn of the death of 
Jill Cane, who, with her late husband Peter, had been a 
member for over 48 years. She regularly attended worship 
with Peter until his death two years ago. In her working 
life, Jill was a trained nurse, working for many years at 
Lewes Victoria Hospital. Her hobbies were very much craft 
oriented - she enjoyed patchwork, quilting and spinning 
wool (which she collected from bushes and fences on the 
downs). In the life of the church, she served on the social 
committee and helped with Friendship lunches (making 
the coleslaw with a shredder that Peter bought her 
specially) and Friendship evenings, ran the handicraft stall 
at church fairs and made costumes for nativity plays and 
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helped produce the Christ Church Embroidery. Along with 
this, she supported Peter in his many church activities.  
 
Our sympathy and condolences go to her children Sally, 
Drew and Cathy (who were by her side in Parris Lawn 
nursing home when she died) and their families. No details 
of funeral arrangements are currently available.  
 
Looking forward, we are continuing to make progress on 
various other areas of church life, with support and an 
input of fresh ideas from our new Minister.  
 
Our second quarterly meeting with Fitzjohn's Food Bank 
was held on May 21. These meetings are very useful in 
exchanging information and in building trust and 
confidence. We are working up a new set of documents to 
manage use of parts of the church buildings by the Food 
Bank and its new venture of a raised vegetable garden 
beside the top car park.  The beds are now sprouting with 
plants and we are all looking forward to seeing the crops 
growing through the summer. 
 
At Church Council on May 8, Andrew prompted us to think 
beyond a new replacement sign on the road frontage 
outside the church, to consider the way in which the 
church presents itself to the wider community.  This means 
a wider look at how we communicate our Christian 
message to the many people using our buildings and 
passing by them every week.  We will be taking up this 
discussion over the next few months,  including at the 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday July 14, where we are 
hoping the URC Southern Synod Moderator, Rev. Nicola 
Furley-Smith (preaching here that day) will be able to chip 
in with ideas from her experience across the region.  
 
We would greatly welcome any ideas you may have  
 
Neil Fisher  Church Secretary 
 
Lindsay Frost   Administrative Secretary 
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Think Tank 

The next meeting is on Wednesday  19 June 2019, when 
Dr John Parry will be speaking on: 

Open spaces in urban environments 

John Parry is a graduate of Reading and Sussex 
Universities and has worked for many years as a teacher. 
He is currently senior teaching fellow in education at 
Sussex where his special interests are in sustainable 
development, environmental education, and social 
inclusion. He is a founder member of the Lewes Railway 
Land Wildlife Trust and  worked with others to build the 
Linklater Pavilion. He was awarded an MBE in 2017. In his 
talk he will discuss the challenges and importance of open 
spaces in towns. 

 
 

The following sentences actually appeared in church 
bulletins! (Thanks to Joy Tasker for this contribution) 

THE FASTING & PRAYER CONFERENCE INCLUDES 
MEALS. 

THE SERMON THIS MORNING: “JESUS WALKS ON 
WATER”. 
THE SERMON TONIGHT: “SEARCHING FOR JESUS” 

DON’T LET WORRY KILL YOU OFF – LET THE 
CHURCH HELP. 

LADIES, DON’T FORGET THE RUMMAGE SALE. IT’S A 
CHANCE TO GET RID OF THOSE THINGS NOT 
WORTH KEEPING AROUND THE HOUSE. BRING 
YOUR HUSBANDS. 

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE CHILDREN AND 
DON’T KNOW IT, WE HAVE A NURSERY DOWNSTAIRS. 
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The Time Is Now 

Join the mass lobby and be part of a summer of climate 
action. 

On 26 June, thousands of people will come together in 
London’s Westminster to celebrate our faith in action, 
lobby our political representatives, pray together and 
energise one another for the challenges to come. 

The time for action on climate change is now 

You can help ensure every single MP hears the message 
loud and clear: that the time for action on climate change 
is now. 

Sign up today and join thousands of other concerned 
citizens and people of faith for this unforgettable day of 
action. 

For more information, go to: 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate-
change/thetimeisnow. 

 
 
 

Music and Prayer service 

There will be a Music and Prayer service led by the choir 
on Sunday 2 June and 6:30 pm. All are welcome. 

 
 

 
 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/thetimeisnow
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/climate-change/thetimeisnow
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Night Shelter in Lewes 

The worst of winter may be behind us, but Lewes’ own 
homeless charity, Lewes Open Door (LOD), is already 
making plans to offer a much-needed night shelter service 
to support homeless people through next winter’s hours of 
darkness and months of cold.  Local churches, including 
Christ Church, have been quick to offer the physical 
accommodation: now, LOD is seeking volunteers to run 
the night shelter that will provide warmth, security and hot 
food when it's most needed. 

The team running the night shelter project have identified 
the need for two very different kinds of volunteer.  First, 
there’s the night shift trio who will actually deliver the 
service to the shelter’s guests, from the welcome hot drink 
on arrival to breakfast the following morning. Then it’s the 
turn of the pack-up crew to take over, shifting camp beds 
and all other equipment to the next Lewes church on the 
night shelter circuit.  Naturally, each team will need a 
leader – someone who is good at working with people, 
both other volunteers and the guests and has good admin 
skills. LOD will be offing full training to all volunteers and 
will help night shift volunteers obtain a DBS cert, which is 
a must.   

LOD’s volunteers have already discovered that working 
with the charity can be a life-changing and life-affirming 
experience – for themselves as much as for the guests.   

To find out more about the Night Shelter, please join us at 
the Night Shelter Mid-Summer Event, on Thursday 27th 
June at 6.30pm at Harvey’s rear yard off Cliff High Street. 
Come and hear all about the night shelter, how it will run 
and the roles of the volunteers. Come and join us for 
drinks, food and live music and the night shelter team will 
be on hand to answer all your questions.  

If you would like to find out more about the night shelter 
project, please speak to Michael Frost, who is our Night 
Shelter Ambassador. 
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 HOMELINK 

As previously reported, this year, HOMELINK celebrates 
20 years of “helping people into housing”.  

 

The AGM and Anniversary celebration were held at the 
Phoenix Centre on 19 May. The meeting started with the 
lighting of 20 candles around a 20th birthday cake, and 
included guest contributions from Revd Neil Weston, 
HOMELINK’s first Chair, David Griffiths, Chair of Lewes 
Open Door, Cllr Stephen Gauntlett, Chair of LDC, Maria 
Caulfield, MP and Peter Field, the Lord Lieutenant of East 
Sussex.  

You will also be seeing a new logo (below) and an update 
of the website, as HOMELINK has recognized the need, if 
it is to continue its success in the future, to appeal to a 
wider audience and a younger demographic, who would 
be more likely to respond to an updated website which 
had facilities to find information quickly and to also make 
donations on-line.  
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Fund raising events are an important part of the 
anniversary, the next event being an Open Garden at 
Barrack Cottage, Bishopstone, BN25  2UD on Saturday 
20th July from 1.30 pm to 5 pm 

Also as part of the anniversary activities, there will be a 
grand fund-raising concert at Glyndebourne later in the 
year, which will include local, national and international 
performers. Please put the date (Sunday afternoon, 17 
November) in your diary.  

Tickets can be booked online from Friday 14 June at 
www.glyndebourne.com.   

 

 

www.glyndebourne.com
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Passion Play 2020 

We have a number of forthcoming activities planned as we 
move up a gear in preparations for 2020. We look forward 
to people becoming more involved as we move forward.  
  
Saturday July 20th: The Launch - Sign up Saturday at 
Fitzroy house from 10 am to 1 pm. 

This is an opportunity to find out more about the 2020 
production and sign up to become involved. 
  
Saturday July 27th: Garden Party at Castle Lodge, 
Lewes 2.30-5pm  

Enjoy the gardens with music, cream tea and much more!  
 
 

Refugee Tales – Saturday 7 July at 7 pm 

Since 2015, the Refugee Tales project has walked in 
solidarity with Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Immigration 
Detainees. As the project walked it reclaimed the 
landscape of South East England for the language of 
welcome, and everywhere it stopped it was met with 
hospitality and enthusiasm. Working directly in 
collaboration with those who had experienced the UK 
asylum system, it seeks to show, what indefinite detention 
means. 

This year, the walk will be from Brighton to Hastings over 5 
days, and we will be hosting the walkers overnight and the 
event on Saturday 6 July at 7 pm. The event comprises 
story telling and music by or inspired by detainees : 

Host – Tim Robertson 

Prologue – David Herd 

The Orphan’s Tale – David Constantine 

Tale spoken by a former detainee with Shobu Kapoor 

Music : Rihab Azar, Syrian oud player 

All are welcome. 
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Christ Church Walks 

Our walk in May was a circular walk of just over 3 miles, 
starting at Offham, then heading to Cooksbridge and down 
to Hamsey, and back across the Offham fens. We included 
a diversion to Hamsey Church, and were surprised to find 
the church open which gave us the rare opportunity to 
view the interior (below). Our next walk will be on Sunday 
16 June.  
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Church Calendar for June 2019 
 
 Sun 2 10.30 am Morning worship led by Dr Graham Campling 

  6.30 pm Music and Prayer 

 Thu 6 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 7 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 9 10.30 am Pentecost worship led by Rev Andrew Mills 

 Wed 12 3 pm Thanksgiving service for the life of Richard Partridge. 

 Fri 14 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 15 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at t.b.a. 

 Sun 16 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr Richard Goldring 

  12.30 pm Church Walk 

 Wed 19 7.30 pm - 9 pm Think Tank 

 Thu 20 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 21 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 23 9.30 am Messy Sunday 

 Mon 24 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 26 1 pm - 4 pm 'The Time is Now!' lobbying at Westminster 

  8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Thu 27 6.30 pm Night Shelter Mid-Summer Event at Harvey's Yard 

 Fri 28 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 30 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Roger Wood 

 Wed 3 7.30 pm Church Council 

 Thu 4 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 

 Fri 5 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 6 7 pm Refugee Tales event 

 Sun 7 10.30 am Morning worship led by Rev Dr Richard Goldring 
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Rotas for June 2019 

 June June June June June July 

 2 9 16 23 30 7 

 
 

Communion 
 

4th Sunday    
Messy Church 

 
 

Transport  Alan Lindsay Brenda  Graham Neil Lindsay 

Flowers  
    

 Viv 

Flower 
Distribution  

    
 Viv 

Welcoming Andrew Buxton  
& Pat 

Thompson 

Linda Beddow 
& Linda Fisher 

Joy Tasker & 
Janet Cooper 

? & Graham 
Purdye 

Brenda Vance 
& Hazel 

Freeman 

Andrew Buxton 
& Linda Fisher 

Vestry 
Stewards am 

Helen Chiasson Helen Chiasson Helen Chiasson Helen Chiasson Helen Chiasson Graham Purdye 

Coffee  Glenda & Alan Viv & Lindsay Neil & Linda Brenda & 
Norman 

Linda B & Janet Jane & 
Elizabeth 

PowerPoint  Irene Andrew/Neil Graham Neil Irene Graham  

Sunday Club  Glenda Irene Alison 
 

Graham Glenda 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

  
Irene Gannon 

 
 

 



 

  

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


