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Our Minister writes: 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Jim Crace, in his Booker Prize shortlisted novel 
Quarantine, powerfully paints the backdrop scenery to the 
quarantine of Jesus in the wilderness for 40 days as his 
ministry begins. “The salty scrubland was a lazy and 
malicious host. Even lizards lifted their legs for fear of 
touching it too firmly. Why should it, then, disturb itself for 
human travelers?” The backdrop offers a harsh reality to 
the period of intense self-reflection, not only by Jesus but 
also by other characters drawn into the wilderness near 
the Dead Sea. The journey which the different figures in 
Quarantine undergo, with one exception, represent a 
reduction, a stripping away, a minimalising which aids 
much self-reflection. Within the tensions of this self-
reflection emerges the wrestling and jostling around 
connections forged with the other characters. Even in the 
desolation of the wilderness there is not complete isolation 
– and for us too our Lenten journey is experienced as we 
are part of a Christian community of fellow pilgrims.  
 

The painting of Christ in the 
Wilderness: The Scorpion (1939), by 
Stanley Spencer, was one of an 
intended series of 40 paintings. 
Spencer never completed the series. 
In this painting Jesus accepts and 
holds the thing that is feared and that 
could kill him: the scorpion. Here in 

the place of temptation by the devil Jesus confronts all that 
would make him less than God had made him to be. 
Several years later Jesus would kneel in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and pray “Father, not my will but yours be 
done.” (Luke 22:42), with the resulting acceptance of his 
Father’s will. Our journey through the remaining days of 
Lent continues to be an opportunity to sit in the presence 
of Christ, to strip back some of what clutters our vision of 
Christ and hinders us from giving time to listening to his 
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Voice. Like the Christ in Spencer’s painting we too can 
open our hands to receive what God offers, even if at 
times this may cause us to walk in a path not of our 
choosing, but one in which we willingly rise and follow as 
Christ leads. 
 
The Dutch Catholic priest Henri Nouwen, who later in his 
life became a pastor to a L’Arche community in Toronto, 
tells a moving story about an old man and a scorpion. “An 
old man sees a scorpion trapped on a root in a fast-flowing 
river, unable to free itself. The man reaches out to save 
the scorpion, but every time his hand comes near the 
scorpion it stings him. ‘You stupid old man,’ says a passer-
by. ‘Don’t you know that the scorpion will kill you?’ ‘Why be 
angry because I am generous?’ replies the man. ‘It is the 
scorpion’s nature to sting. It is in my nature to save.’” 
Spencer’s painting of Christ holding a scorpion, which has 
the power to inflict grievous and even fatal wounds, casts 
a shadow across his years of ministry which lead towards 
Calvary: it is in His nature to save – and that salvation 
comes at a price through the wounds inflicted. 
 
At the end of Lent, later in this 
month, our journey brings us to 
the procession of Holy Week. 
Palm Sunday - with its shouts of 
acclamation recognizes the 
coming of a King, not only a king of Jews but a King who 
is the Lord of all creation. However even as Jesus enters 
Jerusalem the shadows that have been cast across his 
ministry begin to lengthen, and we approach our own 
Worship Services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
to reflect once again on the meaning of this time and our 
own response to Christ. Our joyous celebrations on Easter 
Sunday are of those who also wonder at the meaning of 
the empty tomb, and who can share in resurrection hope 
as we live to see this world transformed by the glorious 
light of the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 
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As we journey together as a pastorate and support one 
another in prayer, please pray for: 

• Alfriston URC, and for fruitful conversations with St 
Andrew’s Anglican Parish Church. 

• Cross Way Church (Seaford) with thanksgiving for 
the path ahead in the development of the building 
now that the sale of one site is finally completed. 

• Christ Church (Lewes) for the growth in relationships 
with all who become involved in the witness and 
worship of Messy Church. 

 
May Christ shine his light on your path, and fill you with 
His Joy and Peace. 
Wishing you a blessed Easter, 
Revd Andrew Mills 
 

 

 

Manse Open House 

Our minister Andrew, and his wife, Ruth, have invited the 
congregations at Christ Church and Cross Way to an 
“open house” at the manse on Saturday 27 April, from 10 
am to 1 pm. The manse is at 147, Princess Drive, Seaford 
BN25 2QT. All are welcome. If you would like attend and 
need transport, or if you will be attending and can provide 
transport, please see Neil or Lindsay.  
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From the Secretaries 

Our new Minister is now settling in. We have had several 
meetings over recent weeks where Andrew has been 
finding out more about the life and mission of the churches 
in his new pastorate and some of the challenges they 
face. In turn, he is giving us a fresh perspective and the 
benefit of his experience in different churches. This is 
helping us as we start to work through many different 
issues such as our pastoral care arrangements at Christ 
Church , our future work with children and families, 
opportunities to work with other churches in the pastorate , 
summer holiday activities, and how we best use our 
buildings to further the church's mission. 

The Annual Church Meeting (ACM)  is on Sunday April 14 
(Palm Sunday) , prior to which there will be elections for 
the three vacancies on Church Council . Please remember 
to vote . The agenda for the ACM and the annual report on 
our activities , and the financial accounts, will be available 
on Sunday April 7. Please make every effort to attend. 

With best wishes and joy for the Easter season 

Neil Fisher  Church Secretary 

Lindsay Frost , Administrative Secretary   

 

Monthly Newsletter 

You may notice a number of blank areas in our new 
monthly newsletter. These areas are available for your 
contributions, so please send your items for inclusion to 
the Secretary by the Wednesday before last Sunday of the 
month. Thank you 
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4th Sunday worship 

It is just over a year ago that our service on the fourth 
Sunday moved to a 9 a.m. start (later moved to 9:30 am) 
and became Messy Sunday. We know that a number of 
the congregation find that time too early and as a result 
are unable to attend worship here on a fourth Sunday, 
which is not a good thing and means we have had, to 
some extent, a divided congregation. Andrew, our new 
minister, has become aware of this and so we have 
arranged that the worship time at Messy Church will start 
at 10:30 a.m., our normal start time. What will then follow 
is a shortened worship service (or celebration to use the 
Messy Church term) led by Andrew. This will be for about 
30 minutes and will be followed by coffee as we normally 
do. Messy Church with breakfast and craft activities will 
still take place at 9:30 am, but we do hope that those of 
you who haven’t been able to come to services on the 
fourth Sunday will now be able to come along at 10:30 am 
and join us so that the whole of the church family can be 
united rather than having two distinct congregations. 
Transport will be available for those who need it, so we 
hope to see you at the next Sunday Messy Church, 
whether you come along at 9:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. No 
excuses! 
 

 

Easter Services 

As you will know, Easter is late this year (Sunday April 
21). We will have special services here at Christ Church 
on the mornings of both Good Friday (at 10 am) and 
Easter Day (at 10:30 am). On the evening of Good Friday, 
we also have the Churches Together Walk of Witness 
starting at St.Pancras church at 6 pm.  

In addition, this year, we also have a joint Maundy 
Thursday evening service at Cross Way in Seaford and 
will arrange transport for those who are interested in 
attending.  
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Think Tank 

There is no Think Tank meeting in April. The next meeting 
is on Wednesday 15 May 2019, when Dr Sonya Baksi will 
be speaking on: 

The Case for a Real Living Wage 

Sonya Baksi worked for over 40 years in the NHS and was 
a consultant community paediatrician. She served on 
national committees and was seconded to the Department 
of Health when guidance was being drawn up for the 
Children Act of 1989. She is a Fellow of the Royal College 
of Paediatrics and Child Health and Fellow of the Faculty 
of Public Health. She has long been concerned about the 
effects of poverty on family life. A National Minimum Wage 
was introduced in 1998 and a National Living Wage in 
2016. In her introduction Sonya will discuss the 
background to this legislation and the work of the Living 
Wage Foundation..  

 

 
 
 

Christ Church Walks 
 
Our walk in April has been put back a week due to the 
usual third Sunday date being Easter day.  We will now 
hope to set out after Messy Church on Sunday 28 April. 
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Dr Graham Campling 

We extremely grateful to Dr Graham Campling, who 
took over from Rev Jim Thorneycroft last August as 
our Interim Moderator, for guiding us through the 
process of appointing Rev Andrew Mills as our new 
minister. We were intending to make a presentation 
to Graham when he came to preach on 17 March, 
but unfortunately he was indisposed on that day. As 
a result, I posted his gift to him and have received 
the thank-you card below (Picture is Sheffield Park) 
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Passion Play 2020 

We have a number of forthcoming activities planned as we 
move up a gear in preparations for 2020. We look forward 
to people becoming more involved as we move forward.  
  
Wednesday/Thursday 17th & 18th April: Easter Drama 
Workshop for 10-16year olds. 10am-4pm, Trinity St 
John's Centre.   
Come and create your own version of the Easter Story to 
perform in the town on Easter Saturday (20th  April). This 
will be in partnership with members of the Lewes Passion 
Play team and youth leaders.  £10.00 voluntary donation 
per child. 
  
Saturday May 11th:  Night at the Musicals  
Come and enjoy an evening of songs from the shows with 
singers from LPP and others. Listen, enjoy and join in! If 
you would like to sing at this event please let us know 
ASAP.  Tickets £10  
  
Saturday July 20th: The Launch - Sign up Saturday  
This is an opportunity to find out more about the 2020 
production and sign up to become involved. (Time and 
venue tbc)  
  
Saturday July 27th: Garden Party at Castle Lodge, 
Lewes 2.30-5pm  
Enjoy the gardens with music, cream tea and much more!   
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Church Calendar for April 2019 

 Mon 1 8 pm Ecumenical Housegroup at 12 Mount Harry Road 

 Tue 2 10.30 am - 12.30 pm Lent Study Group at St. Annes 

 Wed 3 7.30 pm Extra Church Council meeting 

 Thu 4 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 
  7.30 pm Churches Together Lent Study Group at Christ Church 

 Fri 5 9 am Prison Prayer Group 

  9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sun 7 10.30 am Morning worship led by Mrs Claire Bell 

 Tue 9 10.30 am - 12.30 pm Lent Study Group at St. Annes 

 Thu 11 7.30 pm Churches Together Lent Study Group at Christ Church 

 Fri 12 10.30 am - 1 pm Messy Church 

 Sun 14 10.30 am Morning worship with Holy Communion led by Rev 
Andrew Mills 

  11.45 am Congregational Meeting and AGM 

 Thu 18 2.15 pm Cliffe Housegroup 
  7.30 pm Maundy Thursday worship led by Rev Andrew Mills  

at Cross Way 

 Fri 19 9 am Prison Prayer Group 
  10 am Good Friday worship 
  6 pm Walk of Witness 

 Sat 20 8 am - 9.15 am Prayer for Lewes at Eastgate - Prayer Room 

 Sun 21 10.30 am Easter Day worship with Holy Communion led by Rev 
Dr Richard Goldring 

 Mon 22 7.30 pm - 8.45 pm Prison Fellowship Prayer Group 

 Wed 24 8 pm Nevill Housegroup 

 Fri 26 9.30 am - 11.30 am Christ Church Tots 

 Sat 27 10 am - 1 pm Open Manse 

 Sun 28 9.30 am Messy Church 
  10.30 am Messy Church celebration worship 
  12.30 pm Church Walk 
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Rotas for April 2019 

 April April April  April April May 
 7 14 19 21 28 5 

 

  

Palm Sunday 
Communion  

Congregational 
meeting/AGM 

Good Friday 
Communion 
Easter Day 

4th Sunday    
Messy Church 

  

Transport  Graham Lindsay Alan Neil Graham Lindsay 

Flowers        Jeanette Glenda   

Flower 
Distribution  

      Viv Glenda   

Welcoming Joy Tasker & 
Janet Cooper 

Andrew Buxton 
& Linda Fisher 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham Purdye 

Linda Beddow 
& Pat 

Thompson 

Richard 
Partridge & 

Graham Purdye 

Andrew Buxton 
& Linda Fisher 

Vestry 
Stewards am 

Brenda Vance Brenda Vance Brenda Vance Brenda Vance Brenda Vance 
Richard 

Partridge 

Coffee  Beattie & 
Graham 

Jane & 
Elizabeth 

  Glenda & Allen   
Brenda & 
Norman 

PowerPoint  Irene Andrew/Neil Irene Graham Neil Graham 

Sunday Club  Alison Graham   Glenda   Irene 

3rd Sunday 
Intercessions 

      Janet Cooper     



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The publication date is normally the final Sunday of the 
preceding month, and items for inclusion should be sent to 
the Secretary by the Wednesday before that date. 



 

  

 

 

CHRIST CHURCH (United Reformed and 
Methodist) seeks to proclaim the Gospel 
and serve the community around it.   The 

Minister and Church Council Members 
would appreciate information about those 

who need pastoral care, and will 
endeavour to answer the questions of 

those who want to know more about the 
Church’s life and witness here in Lewes.  


